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New Proposals for Settle-
ment of Irigh Trouble Do

Not Exelude Ulster

By Courier Leased Wire.

London, Deec: 27—Informal discus-
sions and consmltations are proceed-
ing for settlement of the Irish ques-
tion, says The Manchester Guardian.
New proposa[s,%;vhich are being con-

A Won

U.S. Officials Sil-
ent Until German
Reply is Received
--Verdict of Ameri-
can Press

L je——

By Ceurier Leased Wire.
Washington, . Dec. 27.—Offi-
cial information has been recei-
ved here *hat Sweden has ad-
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original peace proposal. [t ]
“’ o now that the President’s ac-

dressed a peace mote to the bel-

ligerents and sent copies to

neutrals urging consideration
of terms for neace..

Berne, via Paris, Dec. 27.—
The Tageblatt announces that
the Swedish dipiomatic repre-
sentatives have handed to both
belligerents and neutrals a note
in summort of those of President
Wilson and the Swiss Govern-
ment.

The London Daily Telegraph
stated this morning that it un-
derstood that the Swedish Gov-
ernment had sent a mote *o the
belligerent nations similar to
that despatched by Switzerland.

—— -

Washington, Dec. 27.—Germany’s
reply to President Wilson’s peace
note has not been received here in
official -form early to-day, and of-
ficials were reserving - their com-
ment until they had opportunity to
study-it.

Despite the
cause Germany -has not acceded to
the President’s suggestion and laid
down® hey terms, the general view
prevailed that the reply was another

step forward in the peace moverent | §.

because it left room for subseguent
negotiations:
The ©

ex ny to transmit |

the sense ‘of her, reply to the En-
tente belligerents and the imme-
diate outeoite depends upon wheth-.
or the Alligs will modify their de-
termination’ not to enter a - confer-
ence before terms have been laid
down. - It was pointed out that the
way had not been closed for Ger-
many to lay down terms as the Al-
lies demand, In diplomatic nego-
tiations of . sueéh magnitude and
scope, officials do not look for re-
sults to be immediately apparent,
but expect the way to be paved care-
fully aftd slowly. The next move
will not be determined until after
the official text of the reply has been
received and carefully considered.
President -Wilson will discuse it
thoroughly with’the cabinet pro-
bably Friday.

New York, . Dec. 27.—Editorial
comment on Germany’s reply to Pra-
sident Wilson’s note published here
this morning are as follows:

The World:

Germany’s answer to President
Wilson’s note completely evades the
issue. The President requested from
each of the bélligerents a definite
statement of the objects of the war
and the terms upon which it would
consider peace. Germany replies by
proposing an immediate conference
of “delegates of the belligerent sta-
tes at a neutral place,” knowing that
this proposal had already been em-
phatically rejected by the Enrtente
Governments.

The President did not ask for a
peace conference. He recognize:d
the fact that a conference at this
time was impossible, but exprese'.l‘
the hope that an “interchange of
views would clear the way at least
for a conferance.”

Germany refuses all interchange
of views and-returns to the text of
the note of December 12, which con-
tained the proposal of the.Tcutgmc
powers “‘to enter forthwith  into
peace negotiations." :

In the light of '‘Germany s reply
to the President it is impossible to
believe that there was eittl)lerkhogetslt}'

urpose back -of th2
or sincerity of purp i piin
enoug Bike)

i ree.
(Continued ou page t -
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“The Kaiser: “Qch, himniel, jhe's Bitting me below the belt.

Berlin, Dec. 27.— Via
wireless—The almost complete cessa-
tion of the fighting on the Somme
front during the past four weeks has
enabled the Germans to complete a
new system of trenches along the
whole front, says the military critic
of the semi-official Overseas News§
Agency, in an article to-day. He de-
clares the great Dbattle that began
there on July 1 may now be consid-
ered to have been terminated, and
declares that the fact of the Germans
being enabled to reconstruct their
line means that all the efforts and
losses of the five months of fighting
of the Entente forces was in vain-

As to the new defences, the writer
says they have been perfected to such
a degree that even the foremost
trenches are now protected by barbed
wire, and .that the troops there oc-
cupy dugouts. Moreover, lie asserts
the new defensive lines are stronger
than those of July 1, “as behind the
first line trenches, which were con-
struected under hostile artillery fire,
are more than a dozen of the strong-
est sort of defensive lines which have
been built, absolutely without inter-
ference and with great care.”

Says Offensive is Exhausted

As a further sign of the exhaustion
of the offemnsive, the writer notes a
let up in the air activity by the En-
tente, although German squadrons
had been carrying out raids towards
the east.

Regarding the Roumanian cam-
paign, the military critic. points out
that navigation on the Danube for
the Russians has been stopped with
the occupation of Tuitcha by the Bul-
‘garians, leaving the Russians only
the railroad lines to Reni and Jassy,
while the Russian troops in Dobrudja
have. been driven into the extreme
northwestern corner-of the province.

German Press “Instructed.”
London, Dec. 27.—A Reuter dis-
patch from Amsterdam to-day says:
“German newspapers are being in-
structed to declare that the Somme
battle has now been really finished.
They state that the German position

that behind the forces of German
lines are more than a dozen very
strong defence lines.”

Bring Peace Nearer

New York, Dec. 27.—A news

fair and cold.
Forecasts.
: Mild with oc-
casional sleet or rain;  Thursday—
westerly winds and colder.

agency despatch is published here to-
day as follows:

With the French Armies in Alsaceg
Lorraine, via Bslfort and Paris, Dec,

B vo—-

NDED I VAIN RESULT
German Press Instigate’d to Declare it

is Really Finished, and That German
Fortifications a-e Impregnable :

Sayville‘

is now stronger than on July 1, andi

25. — France’s soldiers celebrated
Christmas with the conviction that
they will spend next Christmas at
home. They were all certain the vie-
tories along the Somme and at Ver-
dun have gained such an ascendency
over the enemy: that France and her
allies will make ‘‘peace on earth” a
reality.

Especially was the conviction of
peace within a year, through France'’s
vietory, strong in trench number four
at- Belfort. There the soldiers spent
their Christmas defending’ first-line
positions. 4

“Jt’s the men wha are closest ‘in
the- fighting contact with the enemy
who fee¥ -most strongly that they
have attained a moral -and military |
superiority over the enemy that
makes a victery certain,” explained
the officer commanding this trench.
“All my men during the day have
been writing home expressing the
firmest assurance that they will pass
next Christmas at their own - fire-
sides.”

It was this conviction, felt by every
poily, that made every soldier rise to
exceptional efforts to render to-day’s

celebration memorable.
G - et~

ARTILLERY NEAR
VERDUN ACTIVE

French Lieutenant Brings,
Down His 14th-Enemy -
Airplane. -~~~

By Couricr Leased Wire. ! S
Paris, Dec. 27.—“The night was
caliy, except on the): frout. between
Vacherauville and Vaux (Verdun sec-
tor) where the artillery was very ac-
tive,” says. to-day's anpouncement
from the ‘war office. ;
{ - “Lieut. Herteaux on Dec, 24th,
! brought down his 14th airplane be-
tween Chaulnes and Hyencourt le
Grand (south of the Somme).”

CIVIL WAR VETERAN DEAD
By Courier Leased Wire.

Watertown, N. Y., Dec. 27.—Gen-
eral Edwin A, Merritt, formerly con-
sul-gensral #¥ibondon and surveyor
and - collector of the potit of New
York, died &t his home in Potsdam
yesterday, He was bornin’ Sudbury,
Vermont, eighty eight years ago and

Plenty o‘f Coal

Subs! .evidé'nce was of-
fered to Brantfordites this morn-
ing that the embargo 'hitherto
existing-on the importation of
coal had been lifted, insofar as
the Grand Trupk are concerned.
Twenty-five car loads of coal
were received this morning and
another fiiveen were expected
here by five o’clock this after-
noon. Forty cars of coal for local
distribution, will relieve, to a
great extent, the threatened coal
famine in Brantford,
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SACRAMENTO

Channel by German Sub.

AN
By Courlier Lc'.noll Wire.

Havre, Dec. :27.—Captain Plater,
of the Ameriean Steamer Sacra-
mento, who «erpived here from
Buenos Aires with a cargo of wheat

British channel by a German sub-
marine. The commander of the
submarine ordered him on board
with his papers and after examining
them said‘

“You are carying wheat, which we
consider contraband of war,' to
France.
your ship is American, otherwise we
should have torpedoed it with great
pleasure. You can proceed. Good
luck to you.”

The only steamer of the mame of
Sacramento listed in available Mari-
time records is reported by the New
vork Maritime register to have been
recently- transferred from American
to British ownership. She was black-
listed by the British Admiralty iu
April’ 1916, on charges of ' aiding
German ships in the Pacific, bt was
removed from the blacklist last
October.

THRESf DEAD

By Courier Leased Wire. 3
Tofield, Alta., Dec .27.—The third
of the three sectionmen who were on

train yesterday and two of them were
killed, has since died.

NORWEGIAN SHIP SUNK
By Courier Leased Wire.

London,

gross. i

Was Stopped in the English

reports that he was stopped in. the

It is lucky for you that|

a hand-car when it was struck by a|all its incidental perils to the United

Dec. 27.—11.30 a. m.—|in which Mr. Wilson and his eountry

Lloyds reports the sinking of the
ian Steamshi 1,823 tons ape
Nocwegian Sesoibip Gro, 1425 (o0 _tunity supplied by the Germam re-

the trial of Franz ' Bopp,
consul-general and six

German
agsistants

Here at Last who are charged with conspiracy to

| pering shipment of munitions to the
Entente allies. ¢ Consul Bapp, whose
examination was completed yester-
day, said that American manufactur-
ers were not over scrupulous in their
regard for strict observance of neu-
trality and that in various ways
they sought to aid enemies of the
German Government. It was to trace
these alleged violations that the lo-
cal German - consulate employed
agents to visit various parts of the
United States and Canada, DBopp
said, but°not for the purpose  of
dynamiting: railroad tunnels and
munition ships as the government
alleges. ! z

Theodore Roche, chiel consel for
the defense introduced  correspond-
ence yesterday from the Department
of State to Count von Bernstorft,
the German ambassador on the sub-
jeet of American bujlt submarines
for the British Government. In-
eluded was a statement from Charles
M. Sehwab to the cifeet . that . the

(By ¥Frank H. Simonds) .

New York, Dec. 26.—If there was
any doubt in anyone’s mind as to
who would benefit by Mr. Wilson's
peace gesture it should be abolished
now. Coolly, skillfully, completely,
the Germans, in their respohse to
Mr. Wilson’s note, have, turned that
document into their own ends. The
very promptness of their response
shows their enthusiasm. i
And what is the next step? Is Mr.
Wilson to. be blackmailed by the
threat of a German submarineé cam-
paign in an indorsement of the Ger-
man proposal for a conferenceé of the
belligerents ? )
The Object. .

It is beyond all cavil that the un-
derlying motive of his first action
_disclosed -by the  helpless Lansing,
was to prevent, if possible, & new
German submarine campaign, with

States. Will he now continué to give
force and character to the German
maneouver under the same threat?

Everyone ought at least to recog-
nize the possibilities of the Bituation

now find themselves. Concel¥ably,
Mr. Wilson will now take the oppor-

| Munition Workers and Other ‘Fagtorymen Thrown Out of
Work in Toronto—Factories at a Standstill

By Courier Leased Wire.
Toronto, Dec. 27. — A  serious
breakdown in ‘the provincial . hydro

hundreds’ of munition workers ana
other factory employees out of work
for the morning.

er went off for about five minutes.
After an interval of about an hour
it went off again and Gtayed off till
6.30 when domestic lights went on,

was in the Civil War. s

Hydro Breakdown;
-~ - -Hundreds Unemployed

lines 6Garly this morning has  put|and workers had to walk to ' the

The trouble com- | ory difficult on the
menced about 4 a.m. when the pow- |streets, which in some places had a

but the lighting in the streets wasat 9.30 a.m. that the trouble was
very dim, like candle power. After between Cooksville and Dundas, The
a short interval all lights went out | wires were brought down by the ac-
and people going to business had to cumuplgted weight of ice.)’ . .

“| stopy their wal in the dark. -At.7TF=Sir"adam Beck, who %ea.chod his

e

S

o'clock in the portions of the _ecity
gerved by the civic cars the gre‘ est
inconvenience was suffered, all -the
«cars being put out’ of commission.

pnearest point where city carg werve
available. Many, however. did not
trouble to do this as walking was
ice-covered

glass-like surface that made the op-
eration.dangercus.
1t was stated at the Hydro offices

violate American neutrality' by ham-

OF BLACKMAIL CONSPIRACY

New York Editor and Writer Points
Out That Germany Alone Would
Benefit by President’s Proposals

ther than diminish national peril.

credited ‘it to the sleet storm lasi

{ the line.

be delivered to any of the belliger-
ents during the war. i

Secretary of State Lansing quoted
Schwab in another communication
to Cqunt von Bernstorff in connect-
ion with the protests which had
been made by the German ambassa-
dor on the question of parts of sub-
marines made in this country. Sch-
wab said in his statement that sub-
marine forgings and castings made
by the Union Iron Works in this
city were sent to Montreal, Canada
but that the company’s interest in
them ceased when they were deliver-
ed to the owners. Bopp maintained
that this act was unneutral and un-
friendly.

John A. MacGregor, president .of
the United Iron Works, is to be call-
ed to-day by the defense and ques-
tioned as to the delivery of submar-
ine parts to Canada and also as to
the truth of reports that the com-
pany sent workmen te Canada to
assemble thc submarines. The de-
fense contends it will prove’ thal
Consul Bopp was justified in sending
agents to Canada to find out' the
facts ~and make. them the ‘basis- for-
Fprotests by the German embassgy.

sponse to retreat from a dangerous
position while there is yet time.

He may even find in the German
response the basis for a prompi re-
pudiation of all association with Ger-
man effort and a frank disavowal of
sympathy with it.

But it is just as possible that he
may accept the German response as
a thing deserving attention, continue
to enlist the support of neutrals, who,
like the United States, are more in-
terested in personal safety than in
principles, and thus exert pressure
upon' the allies to comply with the
German desires.

Mr. Wilson is now in the position
of a man who has been subjected to
blackmiziling process, and, having
temporarily yielded, has a chance to
escape. But will he Seize the oppor-
tunity? If he does not we must all
of us look forward to seeing our
country and our Government work-
ing in co-operation with the Ger-
mans to procure that peace which the
Germans either dcsire or profess to
desire for thcir ov/n purposes.

It is an interesting situation, but
it hardly contributes to national
pride, and it may casily increase ra-

office early this morning, announcer
that two circuits were down between
Cooksville and Dundas stations. He

night. At 10 o’clock he stated that
the service would be restored in
half an hour . Chief Engineer Gaby
of the Hydro coinmission, stated that
between 40,000 and 56,000 horsc-
power was cut off by the break in
The firms affected’ arc
those which reeeive-their. power out
of Cooksvile and Strachan avenuo
stations. :

“Most of the munition factories
and other works are at a standstill
this morning as well as the civic
cars,” said Chairman P. w. Ellis, of’
the Toronto commission. “IL is a
very unfortunate occurrence as the
hydro has been giving excellent ser-
vice."”

At eleven o'clock the power camse
on again. The double transmission
line had been broken -betweei ‘Dun~
das and Cooksvilley both lines b the

Dr. Zimmermann lunchéd with
Ambassador Gepiird. No indi-
cation of the temor of the note
appeared in the’ an papers
to-day. +Irs text will be pub-
lished to-morrow.

London,. Dec. W€27,——A  despatch
from The Haguex}lq-‘ Reuter’'s Tele-

gram Company V&= an agents
havg a.rrived at ;’&f%?e‘to make
preliminary arrafigements for Ger-

man delegaées”to the peace confer-
ence suggested in the German reply
to President Wilson's note.
:I‘he despatch ‘follows:

. “In view of the preparatory meet-
ing of delegates to a peace confer-
ence suggested in the German reply
to President Wilson, German ‘agents
have arrived at The Hague and are
making inquiries for hotel' accom=
modations for German delegates.”

Ca Logdon Comment

ondon, Dec 27—The promptaess
of the German Gmxmznt’agu

to President’ Wilson’s nate is .
acterized by the Kvening newspap-
ers to-day as evidence of Germany’s

eagerness ‘to™ bring:the ‘war to an

end, The Stahdard says;
- It would be.
the Germag peace nianoeuv
it would be even more fatal ¢
time over them. . We' if
ernmeént will give-Pregident Wilson.
a perfectly courteous but also a de-
finite |reply and then get on With
the’war as energetically as possible.”

The Pall Mall Gagzette says: ’
 “Germany has not been slow to
seize the advantages given her ' by
President Wilson’s ‘maladroit . diplo-
macy. It would be a'real triumph
for Germany to have herself
recognized as the . wire-puller
of the power whose subjects
her submraines drowned, with im-
punity and which legfured her in
the name of all the eardinal virtues..
It would teach the world, that by
letting the Americans do the talk-
ing Germany understénds
get her own way event
sphere of practical Pelitl

“The studied impEH
American note

she was badly in need, Germany pro-
poses an immediaté @pnference - of
belligerents, which appéars:to her tor
he the most promising way ¢ 0
moting a’ fissure in the Entente. The
allies have only one possible attitude
to this, namely,, they will hold no
discussion with an_unpynished crimi=*
inal or with a power Whose most
solemn engagements arg mere £sraps
of paper. If Mr. W 's 1eal: ob-
ject was to.elicit & | statement -
of the aims and terms ©f both sides,
Berlin’s answer shows that he fail-
ed. el .

“It 'did: not recuiré g mote to pro-
cure a nlain statemﬁ&é the Allied
cause. Uvon the Germgn side the
invitation meets Wwith simmary dis-
missal. The ill-coneejved note has
been frustrated and the most digni-
fied course now would ‘be its frank
withdrawal.”

Continued. on four

By Courier Leasced th. '_: Yoo . 4
Tokio, Dee. 27.4-=Thé Diet was
opened to-day by :the wiperop.who,
in his address from:the throne, &x
pressed Lis gratification:.that & the
relations between , the empire and
the treaty powers . Were . sgrowipg
closer. He declared that the alli-
ance with Great Bri and the
convention with Francé Were be-
coming stronger and called attention
also to the new - comvention with
Russia which he térmeéd' a matter
for congratulation. The- Tmperor"
explained that he had 6fdered the
minisers to draft bills nedéssary for
the development of * )@ country,
keeping in mind the world situation”
and-sisked the Diet to gge=operate :in
passing these meagupes. . The House

same point by the weight of sleet.

i o T
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was then adjourned 10 Jaavary 1.
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