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iretil was prefented to the Houfe by Mr. McGill, and read,

SETTING FORTH :-hat the Petitioners laboring uinder rnany fevere
and weighty grievances from the deficieawy of the Laws for the Govern.
ment and management of Apprcitices, Journeymen or Servants under
agreement in writing, engaged in their refpedive bufinefs or employ
ment, humbly reprefent, that the Petitioners from the peculiar fitua-
tion and cuRtoms of the Province, are oftcn under the neceffity of tak-
ing Apprentices without fees, at-an age when they are unable to pro-
vide for themfelves, their Parents in low circumflances, and the Peti-
tioners engage to board, lodge and cloath thcm, and often tò give them
a certain.portion of education, to enable them to follow the bufinefs
they are intended for, with advantage to themfelves, and alfo to Iearn
thern their Trade; that when fuch Apprentices arrive at an age to be
of fervice«to the Petitioners, many abfent thernfelves from their trade,
and employment, without the Petitioners being able to find any reme-
dy in Law, to compel then to fulfil thcir refpeaive Indentures or -n-
gagements, by which means they become their own Mafters at fo early
an age, that tends to their own difadvantage, and to the injury of
Scciety.

.And the Petitioners further humbly reprefent, that many of them
engage out of the Province, workmen not to be had in this Country,
and bring them into this Province, at great trouble and expente, and
alWo engage others within the Province to affilt in carrying on their
bufinefs;. that fuch worknen frequently before the expiration of their
refpedive agreements quit their Mafters fervice, to the great injury
lofs and difappointment of the Petitioners, in their rcfpeétve Trades
and undertakings, for w.hich the Petitioners have it not in their power
to obtain any adequate relief in Law.

That the Petitioners further humbly reprefent, that the Petitioners,.
on thefe hcads and fubjeds immediately conneded therewith fuffer na-
ny dther grievances and difficulties, in which-they are particularly in.
terefted with the Public at large, for ail which they humbly hor- to
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