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BRITAIN’S FREE TRADE VICTORY
The Western farmers wtU be greatly in­

terested in the series of articles new running 
in The Guide, describing bow the battle for 
free trade was fought and won in Great 
Britain more than sixty years ago. There 
are many lessons to be learned from the his­
tory of Cobden'e triumph. The movement 
started among the people ami was surer*, 
ful because the |ieople rallied to hia support. 
No help was secured from either of the politi­
cal parties until the popular movement be­
came so strong that the politicians were forc­
ed to give it attention. There ia another 
point which needs attention, namely, that 
Vobden and Bright and the free traders did 
not beg from either party. They knew that 
they were right and they demanded juetire. 
As in (’-anada, the two political parties in 
Great Britain when they realised the growth 
of the free trade sentiment attempted con­
ciliation. They offered reductions in the 
tariff, but the free traders would have none 
of it. They had studied the question them- 
selves and believed that free trade was the 
only remedy. For this reason they declined 
an alliance with either of the political par­
ties, hut carried the fight into the country 
where the common people rallied to their 
support in immense numbere. Cohden and 
hia free traders were called "traitors," 
"disloyal" and nearly every other epithet 
that could be coined. The protectionists in­
sisted that free trade would "ruin the Km- 
pire" and would "destroy all the industries 
in Great Britain." Kvery one of the dire 
prophesies which we now hear from the pro­
tectionists in Canada, were then heard (mm 
the British protectionists But Cohden and 
his followers knew the cause was just and 
were not deterred by falsehood and vilifica­
tion. The tariff wall fell after a several 
years' aiege, and Cohden became a national 
hero. The downfall of protection in Great 
Britain ahould inapire the opponenta of pro­
tection in Canada to greater efforts The 
fact that Cohden ami hia followers allied 
themaelvcs with neither of the parties, but 
carried on their fight throughout the coun­
try independently, deserves careful con­
sideration. Many in Western Canada today 
believe that the only hope of success lies in 
the organisation of an independent federal 
party. Up to the present time the two par­
ties in Canada have adopted the same at­
titude towards the Grain Growers as was 
adopted by the two British parties in the 
early years of the Cohden fight. What les 
sons are there in the British struggle to guide 
us in Canada today f We would be glad to 
have our readers discuss this subject.

AU WOULD FAVOR REFERENDUM
There is undoubtedly much difference of 

opinion on the naval question, both as to 
an emergency policy of direct contribution 
and a permanent policy for a Canadian navy. 
No matter what policy Mr. Borden may 
bring forward this difference of opinion will 
continue. On great matters of public policy 
there is bound to be such divergent views 
held. Every man in Canada has a perfect 
right to hold any view that his conscience 
dictates. But there is one point upon which 
all good citizens of Canada will agree, 
namely, that the majonty opinion should 
prevail. This is the fundamental principle 
upon which our constitution is based, and it 
is the recognition of this principle that has 
developed civilized nations from the age of 
barbarism. The Grain Growers hare de­
clared for this principle repeatedly hy en­
dorsing the Initiative and Referendum. 
There will be beyond doubt a certain differ

enc* of opinion among the Grain Growers 
upon any naval policy that ia brought for 
ward. But every Grain Grower will b» will­
ing to abide by the result of a referendum 
vote. Mr. Borden could really put the naval 
question to a Referendum ami thue have it 
definitely settled. If the people of Canada 
declared in favor of hia policy then it could 
be carried out without opposition. If the 
people of Canada declared against hie |»oliey 
then be could abandon it or revise it ami 
not be compelled to resign. There are many 
arguments in favor of auch a referendum, 
ami none that we have seen against IL

abolish it." We weald like to see the ques­
tion of abolishing the Senate put to a refer­
endum in Canada, ami w# are willing to 
wager that if it were, thia anachronism would 
disappear.

SIR EDMUND IS MISLEADING
At the Canadian Club banquet in New 

York on November 12 Sir Edmund Walker, 
President of the Canadian Bank of Com­
merce, waa one of the chief speakers The 
following is an extract from hia addreeo when 
speaking of Canada.—

CONFERRING WITH THE MANUFACTURERS
The proposition made by the Manufactur­

ers' assoc is I ion through their official organ. 
Industrial Canada, to hold a conference with 
the Grain Growers on the subject of increas­
ing the Britieh Preference, m « renting a great 
deal of interest. The Winning Free I'rcaa 
and the Ottawa Citizen, representing both 
views of politic*, have favored the idea as 
likely to bring elwut a clearer understanding 
ami better feeling There certainly ia no 
reason why the Crain Growers ahould evohl 
Wb' a conference. They have comlucted 
their ramjieign always in the o|ien, ami their 
policy is known to all who read. We belmve 
that if a dozen representatives each of the 
Manufacturers ami the Grain Growers, held 
a public conference in Winning upon the 
subject of closer trade relations with the 
Mother (xnintry, that much good wouhl come 
from it. The Manufacturers have alreaily 
ms«le their imposition to meet the Gram 
Growers Aa tins matter ia of great public 
ini|Hirtanec, we would lie glad to have it 
discussed in the correspondence columns by 
our rcailcrs.

•vi «ensge, ever #a00,000,D0e aaaselly fee eer 
materiel develepswel, sag we gel 11 free Ike 
•leer «M Meeker I’oselry Wllkesl Ikle et res si 
ef sew ««pilai the el ream ef immlgretlee wests 
be leaeeseU, bet weleee we bave e w Id «spread 
Ksmpesa war, I de sel believe II will be «keek 
ed, csrept temporarily, wkee ike ever eager ees 
sake tee meek from Ike ledalgesl melber, sad 
Ikae Jtwiiflee reproof. " '

We regard the sentiment expressed in Kir 
Edmund's remark* as misleading, and as like­
ly to create a decidedly wrong impression. 
For instance, the Mother Country does not 
loan Canaila one amgle cent. It ia the indivi­
dual financiers in Great Britain who loan 
inom-y to Canadian governments, corpora­
tions, or imlividuala strictly upon a bueineae 
basis These same financiers loan money to n 
much greater extent in the United States. The 
llag makes no «lifferenee to the investment, 

in -JWhat the financier la interest«I in ia a stable 
irf system of government ami a progrrwive na­

tion in order that he may lie absolutely sure 
that he will receive hia interest regularly 
and that hia investment ia safe. In these 
financial dealings lietween Britieh financiers

CAR SHORTAGE ACUTE
Ke|H>rts coming in from all three prov­

inces militate that the car shortage ia al- 
reaily acute, ami that fanners are losing 
money thereby. The reports indicate that 
the Canadian I’antic Railway ia doing far 
better than last year, though there ia con­
gestion on thia line alao. The chief com­
plaint is against the Canadian Northern Rail­
way, which ia failing iniaerahly to meet the 
«lemands of the farinera depending upon its 
service. Even in Manitoba farmers report 
that in two months they have not lieen able 
to get a ear on this line, which means a low 
of several cents a bushel on their wheat, 
lb-spite the rosy utterances from Mewra. 
Mackenzie ami Mann, the Canadian North­
ern Railway is not fulfilling its obligations 
to the Western people. Thia line is owned 
by a handful of men and has been built al­
most entirely upon public credit. Nearly 
every government in Canada haa guaranteed 
the bonds for the Canadian Northern Rail­
way for the purpQM of securing good rail­
way facilities. But despite all the assistance 
given to the Canadian Northern Railway 
magnates, no government aeeins to have the 
slightest control over the rood. Instead of 
attending their money f«ir the development 
of the railways for the Canadian people, 
they have bought street railways in Winni­
peg ami Toronto and have invested milliona 
u[>on millions in Mexico and Houth America. 
If these millions had been spent aa they 
should have been spent there would lie little 
or no ear shortage in Western Canada today 
on the Canadian Northern line.

The Montre^ Witness remarks in its iasue 
of November 13: "Nobody thinks the Cana­
dian Senate what it ahould lie; nobody knows 
how to make it better, and nobody wanta to

ami fanailian borrowers there ia absolutely 
nothing of the relationship of i>arent and 
ehihl. It ia a businew matter purely and 
simply and ia conducted without sentiment. 
It ia the wine kind of business proposition 
as when Sir Edmund's liank makes loans to 
i In Western farmers at 6 mid 10 per Mat 
If his i>srent ami child simile is correct then 
hia own banking system should he aa a blood 
brother to the Canadian p<-oplr. But hia 
banking ayatem works on a hard, cold busi- 
new basis and not on the principle of brother 
lew,___________________ ‘ - ~

FODDER PLENTIFUL; CARLE SCARCE
It ia unfortunate that in a season like the 

present one with such an abundance of 
rough feed throughout the country that it 
is not powihle to bring in cattle from the 
south aw it wouhl provide profitable use for 
a great deal of fwlder that will otherwise 
go to waste. George lane estimates that 
not h-w than 250,000 head of stock cattle 
could easily lie finished for beef in the 
I’rairie Provinces if they could lie brought 
in from the States. Thousand* of stock cat­
tle have been shipped from the southern 
states into the northwestern states this year 
to feed upon sheaves and straw and thus 
providing an ailditional source of income to 
the farmer* in those states. It is often more 
profitable to feed sheaves to stock than to 
go to the expense of threshing and to face 
the riak of car shortage and other obstacles 
lietween the shipping imint and the market. 
Many farmers in the Prairie Provinces could 
manufacture beef in this wav at a profit if 
they were allowed to get their "raw ma­
terial" brought into the country duty free 
ns do the Eastern manufacturera. The tariff 
wall acrow the continent ia a source of lose 
to both nations.


