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+ where, certainly one of the sacred line

re,
oue's bea.t 1s full of care,
plansall in & mess,
la:luu reasoning, I think,
'(m the t1ouble lcas.
smie’s way
"Gy Paps, Goa't be sad ;
P v
W
Aud then woll‘uu be glad.”

Bhe never s the one to say,
“[f you had ouly been
‘More caretul aud more sensible,
. Jhis g‘z‘l.ng bad bren foreseen.”
leases me,

me,
And whispers, **Never mind :
To-morrow night
All will be right,
My papa, good sud kind,”

Bome think I have been much 1o blame ;
Bome suy, 1 to'd you so ;"
Aud otbers sigh, “Whal can’t be helped
Must be endured, you know.”
Of courwe, if trouble «gm be helped,
Then crylug 18)o vain :
But when s wrong will not come right,
Why snou'd I not compluia ?
In Mumie’s ey es
1'm niwa)s wise ;
Bhe never thines me wrong ;
IVs understood
1'm nlway s good—
Good us tae day 18 long.

Al lll.l'vo kept a eheerful face,
All day been o the sirain ,
Now I may rest, or | may sigh,
Io':i'" I‘:lo. ?ﬁ’m lsin, ikt
saghter thiuks as papa thinks,
XIM rl‘l ber loving n;ﬂt
Iam & clever, prudent man,
Whohus cone all things right.
Falth so complete,
O, 1t 18 sweet,
W hen neither wise nor strong ;
But Love stands best
The oelter teat
Of Sorrow aud of Wrong.

Then come, my little Comforter,
Aud climb upou my Ku.e ;
You make the world seem possible
beu Luiugs ko wroug with me.
For y ou've the wisdom fur beyoud
The 1ench of uny snge,
The loving, tender, hoperul trust
That best cun straignten age.
Bay,* Papa, dear,
Now dou’t you fear;
Before Lo-morrow night
The cares you dread
Wil all have f-d,
Aud everythiog ve right.”

BEN HUR;

OR,

THE DAYS OF THE MESSIAH

BOOK FIRST.

CHAPTER IX,—CoNtINUED.

Joseph's will was slow, like his mind;
be besitated, but at length re lied, “The
offer is kitd, Whether there be room for
ue or not in the house, we will go see
iour people, Let me speak to the gate-

eeper myseif. 1 will retura quickly,”

And, putting the leadirg strap in the
stranger’s hand, he pushed 1uto the stirring
crowd,

The keeper sat on a great cedar block
outside the gate, Against the wall behind
bim leaned o jwvelin. A dog #tquated on
the blcek by bis side.

“The peace of Jehuvah be with you,”
nid Josey b, ut last ¢ onfrovting the keeper,

“What you give, may you find again ;
and, when found, te it nufany times mul.
tiphed to you end yours,” returned the
;llohman gravely, though without mov-

“Iama B.thlehcmite,” said J oseph in
hie most betiberate wsy. “Is there not
room for''—

‘ There is not,”

“You may bave heard of me—J s ph
of Naz.reth, This i« the house of wy
fathers, 1 am of the line of Dawnid.”

These words held the N izarene's hope
If they failed him, farther appeal was
idle, even that of the cffsr of many
sheke's. Ty bea son of Judah wa: oue
thivg—iu tbe tnbal vpinion a great thing ;
to be f the house of David was yet
apotker; oun the tongue of a Hebrew there
could be no higher buast. A thoussnd
{.un aud more tad passed rince the boy

h shepherd became the suceessor of Saul
and founded a royal family. Wars,
ealamities, other kings, and the countless
obécuring procesces of time had,;as respects
fortune, Jowered his de:cendants to the
common Jewish level; the bread they ate
came to them of toil never more humble;
{ot they had the berefit of history sacredly

ept, of which geneslogy was the first
chapter and the last; they could mot
become unknown; while, wherever they
went in [srac], acquaintance drew after it
B Tespect amounting to reverence,

If \bis were 80 in Jerusalem avd else

might reasonably rely upon it at the door
of the khan of Bethlchem, To say, as
Joseph said, “This is the house of my
fathers,”” was to say the truth most timply
and literally; for it was the very house
Ruth ruled as the wife of Borz; the very
house in which Jesse and his ten sons,
David the youngest, were born; the very
house in which Samuel came seeking a
king, and found him; the very house
which David gave to the son of Barzillai,
the friendly Gileadite; the very house in
which Jeremiab, by prayer, rescued the
remnant of his race flyivg before the
Babylonians,

The appeal was not without effect, The
keeper of the gate tlid down from the
cedar block, and laying his hand upon his
beard, said respectfully, “Rabbi, I cannot
tell you when this door first opened in
welcome to the traveller, but it was more
than a thousand years ago; aud in all that
time there is no known 1nstance of a good
man turned away, save when there wasno
room to rest him in. If it has been so
with the stranger, just cause must the
steward have who says no to one of the
line of Dyvid. Wherefcre, I salute

ou again; and, if you care to go with me,
d wili skow you that there is not a lodg-
ing-plece left in the houce ; neither in the
chambere, nor in the lewens, nor in the
tourt—not even on the roof. May I ask
when you came 7"

“But now,”

The keeper smiled.

“‘The stranger that dwelleth with you
thall be as one born among you, and thou
¢halt love him as thyself.’ Is notthat the
law, Rabbi 1”

Joseph was silent.

“If it be the law, can I say to one a
long time come, ‘Go thy way; another is
here to take thy place P

Yet Joseph held his peace.

“And, if 1 said 80, to whom would the
place belong | Sue tte many that have been

50 oF

- “Who are all these people” el
J lu“nl to the srowd. *'And why
are bere as this tiwe?”

“That which doubtless b.ought yon,
Rabbi—.he decree of the Cusar”—ihe
keeper threw an interrogative glance ut
the Nazarene, then continued—“brought
most of thoss who Lave lodging iu 1he
house. Avd yesterday the caravau passivg
f.om Damascus to Arsbis sud Lower
Egypt arrived, These you sce hero be-
lovg to 1t—men aud cawels,”

81ill Joseph persisted.

“The court is large,” he said, *

“Yes, but is is g.a wiih cargoe.—
with bales of ti k, and pockets of spicer,
and goods of every kind,”

Then for & woment the face of the
applicant lost its stolidity; the lustreless,
staring eyes dropped. Witk sume warmth
he next said, “1 do rot care for myself,
but I bave with me my wife, aud the
vight is cold—colder on these beights than
in Nezireth, She canuot live in the open
air, ls there not room in the town 1”

“These people”—the keeper waved bis
hand to tge tbrong before the door—
“have all bescught the towp, aud tbey
re?un its accosmodations all engsged.”

‘Again Joseph studied 1he ground, say-
ing, balf to himself, “Sae is so young ! if
I made her bed ou the hill, the frosts wi'l
kill her.”

Then he spoke to the keeper aga'n.

“It may be you knew her parents,
Joachim ard Anna, ouce of Bethlehem,
ard like myself, of the line of Davii,”

“Yes, I kuew them. T.ey were good
people. That was in my youth,”

This time the keeper’s vyes sought the
ground iu thought, = Suddeuly he raised
his head,

“1t I cannot make room for you,” he
said, “I canuot turn you away, Rabbi, I
will do the best T can for you, How
wmacy are of your party ?7”

Joseph reflccted, then replied, “My wife
and a frierd with his faunly, from Beth-
Dagon, a little tuwn over b, Jopps; iu all,
six of us.”

“Veay well.  You thall not lie out on
the ridge. Bring your people, and haster ;
for, when the sun goes down behind the
wountain, you kuow the night comes
quickly, and it is nearly there now.”

“I give you the blessivg of the hous: less
travelier ; that of the ecjourner will fol
low.”

S, saying, the Nizarene went back joy-
fully to Mary aud the Beth Dagouite, In
a linle while the latter brought up his
family, the women mounted on donkeys,
The wife was matronly,the daughters were
images of what she must have been in
youtb ; and as they drew nigh the door,
the kecper kuew them to be of the humble
class,

“This is she of whom I spoke,” said the
Nazarene ; “and these are our friends,”

Mary’s veil was raised,

“Blue eyes and bair of gold,” muttered
the steward to himself, seeing but ber,
80 looked the youny kir g when he went
to sing before Saul.??

Then ke touk the leading strap from
Joseph and said to Mary, “Peace be to
you, U daugbter of David 1" Then to the
others, “‘Peace to you all!” Then to
Josepb, “Rabby, follow we,

The party were conducted into a wida
passage paved with stone, frum which they
cutered the court of the kban, To a
stranger the scene would have been curi-
ous; bat they noticed the lewens thut
yawied darkly upon them fram all sides,
end the court itaclf, only to remark how
crowded they were. By a laue reserved
! iu the stowsge of the carg: es, and thence
by a pasege similar to the one at 1he
eatrance, they cmerged into the enclosue
acjuvivg the bouse, aud came upon
camels, horser, aud donkeys, tethered and
dezing in cloce grovp ; among them were
the keepers, men of avy lands; and
| they, too, slept or kept silent watch, They
weut down the slope of the crowded yad
slowly, for the duli carxiers o f the women
bad wills of their own, At length they
turned into a path runmivg towards the
grey limestone bluff overlocking \ke khan
on the west,
“We are going to the cave,” said Joseph
laconically. .
The guide lingered till Mary came to his
side.
*The cave to which we are going,” he
said to her, “must have been a resort of
your ancestor David. From the fi-1d below
us, and from the well down in the valley,
he used to diive hie fl ,cks to it for safety ;
aud afterwards, when he was king, he
came back to the old house here for rest
and health, bringing great trains of aui-
mals, The manzgers yet remain as they
were in his day,  Better a bed upon the
floor wheie he bas slept ttan one in the
court-yard or out by the road side, Ah,
here is the honse before tha caye '
This epeech must not be taken as an
apology for the lodgirg offered, There
was no need of apology, The place was
the best then at disposal, The guests were
sitple folks, by habits of life easily satis-
fied. To the Jew of that peri.d, more
r\yn-r, aboude ia caverns was a familiar idea,
made so by every.day occurrences, and by
what he lLicard of Sabbaths in the syna-
gogues. How much of Jewish history, how
wany of the most exciting incidents in
that history, had transpired in caves! Yet
further, these people we e Jews of Bethle-
bem, with whom the idea was especially
commonplace; for their 1ucality abounded
with caves great and small, some of which
had been dwelling places from the time of
the Emim avd lorites, No more was
there offence to them in the fact that the
cavern to which they were being taken
had been, or was, a stable, They were
the descendants of a race of herdsmen,
whoee flocks habitually shared both their
habitations and wandeiiogs, In keeping
with a custom derived frem Abraham, the
teut of the Bedawin yet shelters his horses
and children alike, ~ So they obeyed the
keeper cheerfully, and gazed at the house,
feeling only a natural curiosity. Every-
thing associated with the history of David
was interesting to them,
The building was low and narcow, pro.
jecting but a little from the rock to which
it was joined at the rear, and wholly with-
out a wiudow. In fts blank front there
wag a door, swung on enormous hinges,
and thickly daubed with ccherc 1s clay,
While the wooden bolt of the lock was
being pushed back, the women were assis-
ted from their pillions. Upon the opening
of the door, the keeper called out
“Come in !”
The guests entered, and stared about
them Itbecame spparent immediately that

% aiting, some of them siuce noon.”

the house was but a mask or cover-

of bells, the lowin
barking of dogs.
down, they led the way to the marah, and
by nightfall had ever thing safe in the
field; then they kindled a fire down by
the gate, partook of their humble supper,
aud rat down to rest and talk, leaving one
¢n watch,

the watchman; and

assembled in a group near the fire, some
sitting, some lying prone,

g for the moath of & ‘nataisl cave or
-muo. probably forty fest long, nine or

bigh, aud twelve or fifteen In  width,
The light streamed thiouxh the doorway,
overan uneves floor, faliing npon piles of
grain snd fodder, and earthewware and
houseboid property, ocoupying the centre
of the chamber. ~ Along the sides were
mwavgers, low enough for sheep, and built
of stones laid in cement. There were 1.0
stalle or partitions of svy kind. Duost and
cheff yellowed the floor, fiiled all the cre
vices and hollows, and thickened the
spider- wobs, which dropped from the
ceiling like Liu of dirty liuen; otherwise
the place was cleanly, and, to app

&i{sﬂxfﬁ’!&,‘f ‘ g A

out in thick, sonap, sunburnt shocks ;
their beard coverid their throat, aund feil
in mats down the breast; mantles of the
skin of kide snd lambs, with the flece on,
wrspped them from neck to kuee, leav-
ing the arms exposcd ; broad belts girthed
the sade garmeuts to their waists ; their
sandals were of the coarsest quality , from
their right shoulders huny serips contain-
ing food and selected stunes for slings,
with which they were arael; on the
ground near each one lay his cruok, a
symbol of his caling and a weapon of
offerce,

Such were the thepherds of Judea! In

as comforiable as auy of the sxched le wens
of the khan proper.~ In fact, s cave was
the model and first suggesiion of the
lewen,

“Come in !" said the guide. “These
piles upon the flior ace for travellers like
yourselves, Tuke what of them you
ne.d,”

Then he spoke to Mary.

“Can j 021 rest here 7"

“The place is :anctified,” she answered.
"“I leave you then, Peace be with yeu
all !”
Wkhen he was gone, they busied them-
selves making the caye babitable,

CHAPTERX.

THE RAY FROM HEAVEN,
At a certain hour in the evening the
thouting and stir of the people in and
about the khan ceased; at thesame time,
every Laaclite, )f not already upen his
feet, srose, rolemnized bis face, looked
towards Jorusalem, crossed his hands
upen bis breart, aud praged; for it was
the sacred niuth hour, when sacrifices
were «ffered in the temple on Morinh, and
G.d was supposed to be there, Whien
the hauds ot the worshipers feil down, tke
commotion broke forth again; everybody
bastened o bread, or to make his pallet.
A little later, the ligh's were put out, aud
there wassilence, aud then sleep,
* % %5 2 O % s
About midnight rome cne on the roof
cried out, “What light is that i the sky ?
Awake, brethren, awake and see |”
The people, balf asleep, sat up a:d
looked; then they became wide-awake,
though wonder struck. And the stir
spread to the court below, and into the
lewens; soon the entire tenartry of the
bouse gud court and enclosure weie out
gezing at the sky.
And this was what they eaw. A ray of
light, beginuing at a height immeasur.
ably beyoud the nearest stars, and drop-
ping obliquely to the earth; at its top, a
diminisbing point; at its base, many far.
longs, in widh; its sides blending softly
with the darkness of the night; its core
4 roseate electrical splendour, The ap
paration seemed 10 rest on the nearest
mouatain southeast of the town, making
a pale corona along the line of the sum-
wit, The khan was touched luminously,
80 that those upon the roof saw each
other’s faces, all filled with wonder,
Steadily, through ininutes, the ray
lingered, und then the wonder changed
to swe and fear; the timid trembled; the
boldest spoke in whispers.
“Saw you ever the like ?” asked one,
“Itsecms just over the mountain there.
I'cannou teil what it is, nor did I ever
see anything like it,” was the answer.,
“Can it be that a star has burst and
fallen 17 asked anotaer, his toogue tal
tering,
“When a star fallg, its light goes out.”
“I have it !” cried one contidently,
“Tre shepherds have seen a Jion, and
made fires 10 keep him from the flocks,”
The men pext the spesker drew a
breath of relief, ani said, “Yes, that
it! [he flucks were grazing in the
valley over thers to day.”
A b stander dispelied the comfort,
“No, nc ! Though ail the wood in all
the valleys of Judah was brought together
in one pile and fired, the blsze would not
torow a l'ght so strong aud high,”
After toat there was silece on the
house-top, broken but once again while
the mystery continued.
“Brethren !” exclaimed a Jew of vener
aple mien, “what we sce is the ladder our
father Jacob saw in his draam. Blessed be
the Lord Gud of our fa hers 1"

—

CHAPTER XI,
THE BIRTH OF CHRIST,

A mile and a balf, it may be two miles,
south east of Bethlehem, there is a plein
separated fiom the town by an inteiven-
iag swell of the mountain,” B:sides being
well sheltered from 1he north winds, the
vale was covered with a growth of gyca-
more, dwaif oak, and pine trees, while in
the gleus aud ravines adj,ining there were
thickets of olive and mulberry; all at this
teason of the year invaluable for the sup.
port of sheep, goats, eand cattle, of which
the wandering Hocks consisted,

At the gide farthest from the town, close
under a bluff, there was an extensive
marah, or sheepcot, sges old. In some
long forgotten foray, the buiding hud
been unroofed and almost demoliched,
The enclosure attached to it remained in-
tact, huwever, and that was of more im-
portance to the shepherds who drove their
charges thither than the house itself. The
stone wall around the lot was bigh as a
man’s head, yet not so high but that
sometimes a panther or a lion, hungering
from the wilderness, leaped boldly in. On
the inuer side of the wall, and as an
additional security against the constant
danger, a hedge of the rhamnus had been
planted, an invention 8o successful that
noW a sparrow could hardly penetrate the
overtopping hranches, armed as they were
with great clusters of thorns hard as
spikes,

The day of the occurrences which
occupy the preceding chapters, a number
of shepherds, seeking fresh walks for thefr
flicks, led them up to this plain ; and fiom
early morning the groves had been made
ring with calls, and the blows of axes, the
bleating of sheep and goats, the tinkling
of cattle, and the
hen the sun went

There were six of these men, omitting
afterwhile they

pp , rough aud savage as the gaunt
dogs eitling witb them around the blezs $
in fact, simple minded, tender hearted ;
effects (iuo, in part, to the primitive lite
they led, but chifly to their constaut care
of things lovable aud he!pl.ss

They rested and talked ; and their talk
was uf ab. ut their flocks, a dall thewe to
the world, yet a theme which was all the
world to them, If in narrative they dwelt
lorg upon sffairs of triflicg momeut ; if
one of them omitted nothing of detail in
recountivg the loss of a lamb, the reletion
between Lim and the unfortunate should
be remembered ; at bicth it became bis
charge, bis to keep all its days, to help
over the floode, to carry Gown the hollows,
to name and train ; it was to be his com-
panion, bis objectof thought and iuterest,
the subject of his will ; it was to euliven
aud share his wanderings ; in its defeuce
he might be called on to face the lion or
robbes—to die,

The great events, such as blotted out
nations aud changed the mastery of the
world, were trifies to them, if perchance
they came to their knowledge. Of what
Herod was doing in this cily or that,
building palaces and gynimasia, and ia-
dulging forbidden practices, they occasion-
ally beard. As was her babit in those
days, Rume did not weit for people elow
to inquire about her ; she came to them,
Uver the hills along which he was leading
bis lagging herd, or in the fas:nesses i
which he was hiding them, not uufre.
quently the shepherd was startied by the
biure of trumpete, and, peering out, be-
held a cohort, sometimes a legio, in
marck ; and when the glitt ving ¢rests were
Bone, and the cxcitement incidznt to the
lutrusion over, he beut him:elf to evolve
the meauing of the esgles and gilded
globes of the soldiery, and the charm of a
hfe 5o the oppcsite of his own,

Yet these men, rude and siwple as they
were, had a knowledge and a wisdom of
theirown, Ou Sabbaibs they were accus
tomed to purify themselves, and g0 up
into the synagogues, and sit on the
benches fartbest from the ark, When the
chazz +n bore the Torah round, none kissed
it with greater z:st; when the sheliach
read the text, none listened to the inter—
preter with more absolute faith ; and none
tock away with thum more of the elder’s
sermon, or gave it more thought after-
'Waldl. In a veise of the Shema they

found ali the learning and all the law of
iheir simple lives—tbat their Lord was
One God, and they must love Him with
all their souls, Aund they loved Him,and
such was their wisdom, surpassieg that  f
kings,

While they ta'ked, and before the first
wa'ch was over, one by one the :h. pherds
weat to sleep, each lying where he bad
eat,

The vight, like most nights of the win-
ter eeason in the hill country, was clear,
crisp, and sparkling with stars, There
was po wind, The atmosphere scemed
Lever 8o pure, aod the stijlness was more
| than silence ; it was a holy hush, a warn
ing that heaven wis stcoprig low to
whisper some goud thing to the listening
earth,

By the gate, hugging his mantle close,
the watchman walked ; at times he
stopped, attracted by a stir among the
sleepug herds, or by a jackal’s cry
off on the mountain side, The mid-
ui bt was slow conving to kim; but at last
it came, His ta k was done; now for the
dreamless sleep with which labor blesses
its wearied children! He moved toward
the fire, but pau:ed; a light was breaking
around him, soft and white, like the
moon’s, He waited breathle:sly, The
light deepened; things before invisible
came to view; he saw the whole fizld, and
all it sheltered, A chill sha:per than that
of the frosty air—a chill ot fear—smote
him, He looked up; the stars were gone;
the light was dropping as fiom a #icdow
in the sky; as he locked, it became a
splendor; then, in terror, he cried :
“‘Awake, awake !

Up sprang the d gs, and how'ing, ran
away,

The herds rushed together bewildered.
The men clambered to their feat,
weapons in hand,
“Whoat is it 1” they asked in ome voice,
“See !” cried the watchman, “the sky is
on fize !”

Suaddenly the light became intolera ly
biight, aud they covered their ey es, and
dropped upon their knees; then, as their
eouls shrank with fear, they fell upon
their faces blind and fainting, and would
have died h: tl“.‘ot a voice said to them :
“Fear not !

And they listened.

“Fearnot : for, beho'd, I bring you good
tidings of great j y, which shall be to ail
people,”

The voice, in sweetness and soothing
more than human, and low and clear,
penetrated all their being, aud filled them
with assurance, They rose upon their
kneeg, and locking worshipfully, behe!d
in the ceutre of a great glory, the appear-
ance of a man, clad in a robe intencely
wkite; above its shoulders towered the
tops of wings shining and folded; a star
over its forehead glowed with steady
lustre, brilliant as Heeperus; its hauds
were stretched towards them in blessivg;
its faco wae serene and divinely beautiful,
They had often heard, and, in their
simple way, talked, of angels; and they
doubted not now, but said in their hearts,
The glory of God is about ue, and this is
He who of old came to the prophet by the
river of Ulai.

Directly the angel continued ;

“For unto you is born this day, in the
city of David, a Saviour, which is Christ
the Loid |”

Again there was a rest, while the words
sank into their minds,

**And this shall be a sign unto you,” the
annunciator said next. “Ye shall find
the babe, wrapped in swaddling clothes
lying in & manger,”

\

As they went

barcheaded babitually, their hair stoud

The herald sfoke not again ; his good
tidings were told; yet he stayed awhile,

Suddenly the light, of which he reemed
the centre, turn.d roseat and began to
trawble; then up, far as the men could
see, thers was flasniog of white wings,
and cowiog and noing of radiant forms,
aud voices a8 of a maltitude chanting in
unisun ;

“Glory to God in the highest, and on
earih peace, goodwill tuwards men !

Not ouce the prai-e, but many times,

Then the herad raised his eyes as seek-
ing approval of one far off; his wings
surred, and spre:d slowly and maj stically,
on their upper tide white as snow, in the
shadow van-iiated, like mother of pearl ;
when they were expauded wany cabits
beyond his stature, he rose lightly, aud,
without effori, floated nut of view, taking
the light up with him, Long aftor he
was gone, dowu from the tky fell the
refraiu in measure mellowed by distauce,
“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth
peace, goodwill towards men,”

When the shepherds came fally to their
senses, they stared at each other stupidly,
uutil one of them said, “It w.s Gabriel,
the Lord’s mesien,er unto men,”

None auswered.,

**Christ the Lord 18 born; caid he not
80 7"

Then another rcesvered his vuice, and
replied, “Thai is what he said.”

“Aud did he not also sey, in the city of
David, which is our Betblehem yonder,
Aand that we should find Him a babe in
swaildling clothes {’

“Aud lying in a manger,”

The ficst spetker gazed into the fire
thoughtfully, but at leuyth said, like vne
poesessed of a sadden resolve, “There is
but oue place in Bethlehem weie there are
mangers; but one, aud that is in the cave
Lear the old khin. Brethren, let us go
see this thing which bas come to pass
The priests aud dosiors have been a long
time lovking for the Christ, Now He 1s
b,rn, and the Lord has given us & sign by
which to know Him. Let us go up aud
worship Him,"”

“But the fl ,cks 1”

“The Lord will take care of thcm, Let
us make haste,”

Then they all arose and left the marah

Around the mountain and through the
town they passed, and came to the gate of
the khan, where there was a man on watch.,

“What wou!d you have 7’ he asked.

“We have seen aud heard great things
to-night,” they replicd,

“Well, we, too, have seen great things,
but heard nothivg, What did you hear 1’

“Let us go down to the cave in the en-
closure, that we may be sure; than we
will tell you all. Cume with us, and see
for yourself.”

“lt is a fool’s errand.”

¢‘No, the Christ is born.”

“The Christ ! How do you kunow 1”

“Let us go aud see first.”

Tne man laughed ecorufally,

“The Christ indeed ! How are you to
know Him 9?

“He was born this night, and is now
lying in a manger, s0 we were told; aud
there is but one place in Bethehem with
wavgers.”

“The cave ?”

“Yus, Come with us.”

They wentthrongh the court-ysrd with-
cut notice, al'hough there were some up
even then talking about the wonderfal
light. The door of the caveru was open,
A lantern Was burniog within, and they
entercd unceremoniously,

“I give you praece,” the watchman eaid
to Josegh and the Bath Dagouite. *Here
are people looking for a caild born this
night, whom they are to kuow by finding
bim g swedolig clothes aud lying in a
manzer,”

For a moment the face of the stolid
Nizaeuse was moved; turnivg away, he
sa'd, “The ctuld 1s here ”

They were led to one f the mangers,
aud 'here vhe child was.  The lantern was
brought, and the shepherds s:00d by mute.
The little 02e made no sign; it was as
otbers just born,

“Where is the mother”?
watchman.

Oae of the women took the baby, and
weut to Mary, lying near, and put it in
ber arma. Then the bystanders collected
about the two,

. “It is the Christ ! said a shepherd at
ast,

“The Christ!” they all repeated, falling
upon their knees in worship, One of
them repeated several times over ;

“It is the Lord, and His glory is above
the earth and heaven,”

And the simple men, never doubting,
kissed the hem of the mother's rcbe, and
with joyful faces deparied, In the khan,
to alt the people aroused and pressing
about them, they told their story; and
through the town, aud all the way back
to the marah, they chanted the refrain of
the angels, “Glory to God in the highest,
aud on earth peace, goodwill towards
men 7"

The story went abroad, confirmed by
the light o generally seen; and the next
day, and for days thereafier, the cave was
visited by curious crowds, of whom some
believed, though the greater part laughed
and mocked,

acked the

CHAPTER XII.
THE ARRIVAL OF THE MAGI,

The eleveuth day after the birth of the
child in the cave, about mid-afterncon,
the three wise men approached Jerusalem
by the road from Shechem, After cross.
ivg Brook Cedron, they met many
people, of whom none failed to stop and
look after them curiously,
Judea was of necessity an international
thoroughfare; a narrow ridge, raised, ap.
parently, by the pressure of t;ze desert on
the east, and the sea on the west, was all
she could claim to be; over the ridge,
however, nature had stretched the line of
trade between the east and the south; and
that was her wealth, Ia other words, the
riches of Jerusalem were the toils she
levied on passing commerce, No where
else, consequently, unless in Rome, was
there such constant assemblage of so many
people of 8o many different nations; in
no other city was a stranger less strange
to the recidents than within her wuﬁs
and purliens, And yet these three men
excited the wonder of all whom they met
on the way to the gater,

A child belonging to some women sit-
ting by the roadside opposite the Tombs
of the Kings saw the party coming; im-
mediately it clapped ite hande, and cried,

“Look, lock! What pretty bells! What
bigrcamelu 17

he bells were silver; the camels, as we

bave acen, were of nnusual sz, sud white.
ness, and moved with singalar stateliness;
the trappivks toid of the desert and of
long jouueys thereon, and also of ample
means 1o poesession of the owners, who
8at under the little canopies exacily a3
they appeared at the reudezvous beyond
the Jebel. Yot it was uot the tells or the
camels, or their furniturs, or the demean.
our of the riders, that were s0 wonlerfal;
it was the quertion put by the man who
rode foremust of the three,

The spproach to Jerusalem from the
north i» across a plain which dips south.
ward, leavivg the Damascus Gige in 8
vale or hollow. The rcad is narrow, but
deeply cut by long use, aud in places
difficult on account of the cobbles lefg
loose and dry by the washing of the rains;
Ou either side, however, there stretched,
in the old time, rich fields and handsome
clive groves, waich wmust, in luxurious
growth, have bzen beautiful, especially to
trevelleis fiesh from the wustés of the
desert. In this 10ad, the three sto ped
before the party in front of the l‘umg 3

“Good people,” said Balthasar, strokin
bis plaited beard, and bending from bis
cuty “is not Jerusalew close by

“Yes,” answered the woman into whose
arms the child had shrunk. “[f the trees
on you swell were a little lower, you
could see the towers ou the market-place,”

Balthasar gave the Greek and the Hiady
a look, then asked:

““Where is He that is born King of the
Jow:"

’l;ho women g-z:d at each other without
reply,

“ 'ul,l bave uot heard of Him}”

“No.

“Well, tell everybody that we bave seen
His star in the east, and are come to

worship Him.”

Taereupon the friends rode cn. Of others
they asked the same question, with like
result, A largecompauy whom they met
going to the Grotio of Jeremiah were £o
astonished by the inquiry and the appear-
auce of the travellers, that they turned
about and followed them into the city,

So much were the three occupied with
the idea of their mission that they did not
care for tke view which preseutly rose
before them in the utmost magnificence:
for the village first to receive them on
Bezotba; for M zpah and Olivet, over on
the r left; for the wali behind the village,
with its forty tall and solid towers, super—
added partly for strength, parily to gratify
the critical taste of the kiogly builder; for
the same towered wall beuding off to the
right, with many an angle, and here ani
there an embattled gate, up to the three
great white piles Pha:iw'us, Mariamme,
and Hippicus; for Zion, tallest of the
hills, crowned with marble palaces, and
never 8o beautiful for the glittering ter-
races of the temple on Moriah, admittedly
one of the wonders of the eartb; for the
regal mountains rimmiog the sscred city
rouud about until it seemed in the hollow
of a mighty bowl,

They came, at length, to a tower of
great height and strength, overlooking the
gate which, at that time, avswered to the
present Damascus Gate, and marked the
meeting-place of the three roads from
Shechem, Jericho, aud Gibeon. A Roman
guard kept the passage way, By this
time the pcople following the camelg
tormed a train euflicient to draw the
idlers hapging about the porta'; so that
when Balthaear etopped to tpeak to the
teutivel, the thiee became instantly the
ceutre of a close clicle eager to hear all
that pacsed.

“I give you peace,” the Egy ptian said
10 A clear voice,

The seutivel msde no reply.

“We have come great distances in search
of oue who is born King of the Jews, Can
yeu tell us where He is]?

The soldier raised the visor of his hel.
met and called loudly, From an apart.
ment at the right of the passage an offizer
appeared.

“Give way,” he cried to the crowd which
now pressed closer in; and as they seemed
slow to obey, he advanced twirling his
javelin vigorously, now right, now left;
and =0 he gaiued 1com.

“What would you?” he asked of Baltha-
sar, speaking in the idiom of the city.

Aud Balthsgar answered in the same:

“Where is He that is boru King of the
Jows)”

“Herod?” asked the officer, confounded.

“Herod's kiogship is from Cwsar; mot
Herod.”

“There is no other King of the Jo ws,”

“But we have seen the star of Him we
seek, and come to worehip Him, ”

The Roman was perplsxed,

“Go farther,” he said at last, “Go far-
ther. IamnotaJew, Carry the question
to the doctors in the Tem;le, or to Han-
nas the priest, or, better still, to Herod
bimself,  If there be auother King of the
Jews, he will find Him,”

Thureugon he made way for the strang-
crs, and they passed the gate. But, before
enterivg the narrow street, Balthasar
lingered to say to bis friends, *“We are
sufliciently proclaimed, By midnight
the whole city will have heard of us and
of our wision. Let us to the khan now,”

T0 BE CONTINUED.
————

Ayer’s Pills are a convenient remedy to
have always at hand, They are sugar-
coated, easy to take, sure to b.ing relief
and cure. They are effectual in a wide
range of diseases, caused by disorders of
the stomach and digestive organs,

ForrED ToNGUE aND Inrurk BrEATH
are two concomitants of bilicusness reme.
died by Northrop & Lyman’s Vegetable
Discovery and Dyspeptic Cure. %ent—
burn, which harasses the dyspeptic after
meals, and all the perplexing and change.
ful Symptoms of established indigestion,
are dispersed by this salutary corrective
tonic and celebrated blood purifier,

Mr. R. A, Harrison, Chemist and Drug-
Rist, Dunnville, Ont., writes: “I can with
c.nfidence recommend Northro & Ly.
man’s Vegetable Discovery and yspeptic
Cure for yEpepdl, Impure Blood, Pim.
ples on the Face, Biliousness and Conati-
pation—such cases having come under my
personal obeervation,”

There are & number of varieties of
lc:r:a. Holt!o;luy’u %oxﬁ: Cure wiil re-
ove any of them, Call o drugglst
and get a bottle at once. B
'I_he Evidence of a Justice,
nF.»squ_ueul‘clto}:,“h of Grass Lake, Michi-
84D, & Justice of the peace, was given u
to die with mllnrhlpfev:'r. Hegtutiﬁel:

to a care from Burdock Blood Bitters,

« 8fter physicians and other medicines failed,

DEC 4 188é.
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The Emigrant’s Burial.

stood on the steamer’s polay deck
.'td u‘o:u by & giiet which he mmht not
oheck.
lay all bereft of life ;

¥:‘; Eﬁ::‘n‘:h:-’ corpse of his faithful wife,
Dark swept the Mississippl's Lide,

‘While the pall of night camne down to hide
From the careless gizo O SLTADKErs Near

T'he pale, thin 01m on the plue plank bler

They had gone frcm the lordly SBbannon's
stream
To tlu'- grand new world where the free stars
eam

1
Reekiug & home they might not find,
In thatlsnd of their love they leit behind,
bd while the proud, fleet sbip woula toss
'he spray from her wings like an albatross,
Their shouting children sang with glee
‘Wild sougs of their new born /iberiy,

But the mother’s blinding tears would come
Ab #re1houghit of her uwn loved cotisge

ome
Of ke haunted spring by the hawthorh

ra,
Wbe%e lyﬂ'll’lfl sapg at the close of the day,
And wbile the ficice fevei—sure though

slo

uickened ber life blood’s ebb and flow,
1th & wasting grief as deep as valn,

khe pilued for Ler own green laud sgain,

8o ere they reached the pampas high,
Where the blooming prairie gardens ile,
Like piay-grounds by the God-Leau mude,
Wuelr hrl;m. youug sugels might have
straye
‘While uy“ ';remb‘.lnz children round her
re

¢
And looked In her dy ing face and wept.,
Bhe clused her sunken, faded eyes,
And went away 10 the peacetul skies.

They were&nr from the churchyard’s holy

ground,

And 1he unshorn woods before them
frowned,;

But vagraul lvotsteps would not press

The lone grave in the wiluerness,

80, turning away from his cherished dead,

‘With white and quiveriug iips he said.

As he poiuted Lowards the virgin sod, y

“I’ll bury her there, 1o the name of uod,”

They dug her grave in the forest lone,
mele the night winds murmumed a iobblnz

moau,
Andlll; lorg slant rays cf the pale moon-
ight

Peopled the gloom with spectres bright,
Then laylug her low in her silent bed,
Though no funersl rite was sung or read,
He buried her where wild the aeer trod,
‘With a broken prayer ‘in the name o1 God.”

O ! thou, the dweller in lighted halls,
Where joy is echoed from iofty walls,

Thou who has ) ierced with a traitor’s dart,
The lumost care of a trustiug heart,

Couldst thou, with an earnest, holy faith,
Buch as that Irish peasant hath,

Fold thy false rands abuve her sod

And ofler a prayer *ia the namwe of God?”

O! cleanse thy dark herrt’s charnel damp,
When, like & fittul fuceral lawp,

Lighting thy sin-fuui festering co se,
Gleamelh 1he ray ot a deep remeorse ;

% here in thy purged soul secure

Entomb ber memory high and pure,

Aund with a prayer o’exr the spirit sod,

Bury herthere, “in the nane of God.”

(The above beautifully expressive 1ines are
from the pen of D. Daffleld, E q., of
Detrolt, Mich, It sppears that amoug the
passengers on hoard the steamer K. W, Ken-
dall were some Irish emigrauts. and among
the number a busband with his wife and
children, on their way to Iowa. The mother
was broaght irom the rhip to the steamer at
New Orleans. and after a few day’s iliness
dJied. When the kind-hearted Capt. Thomss
esked the st'icken husband where he would
bury ber, he pointed to the shores of the
Missouri, and said: “I'll bury ber there in
the name of Gud.,”’=C tholic Union and
Times.
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HEROD AND JOHN;

SERMON BY REV. BERNARD VAUGHAN, § J
The text wastaken from the fourteenth
chapter of the Gorpel of Si. Matthew,
and rehearsed the story of the murder of
Jobn the Baptist by Antipas Herod, the
Tetrach of Galilee, at the request of Her
odias’ daughter. Afrer some introductory
remarks, descriptive of the beauty aud
importance of the city of Tiberias, on the
lake of Genesareth in Palestine, the rev.
preacher proceeded to explain how at that
time Herod had been living some years in
a magnificent palace of his own construc-
tion in that city, with the wife of his half-
brother. Philip, his adultery being m.de
more outrageous before God and scandal-
ous to the people by a pretended marri-
age, which gave to the partner of his sin,
the poeition of queen. While this miser
able upprincipled princeling was living in
the midst of the eplendid luxuries of his
court, and satiefying his paesion in a most
cruelly nnjust fashion—having robbed his
own half brother of the aff. ctions of his
lawfully wedded wife, aud turned them to
bimeelf—John the Baptist, clothed in a
camel’s ekin, and with a leathern giidle
about his loins, with locusts and wild
honey for his food, weslivingin the desert
about the Jordon, preaching those two
cogoate truths—the neceseity of penance,
and the near approach of the Kingdom
of God. These were the two
thirgs most wuntingh to men’s minds,
then as now, for withcut them no real
amendment of life can take place. To be
pleniing to God #e must first of all 7o-
cognize that we wure sinners and must
bewail our sins, and, moreover, we must
be penetrated with thethought of nearness
to that day when we should have to give a
most minute and exact account of the whole
story of our life to the coming King. To
the just and holy man, who called bim.
self “The voice of one crying in a desert,”
men and women and even children went
forth from cities, towns, and villages, a1 d
God gave efficacy to the word of the
austere anchorite, who found a ready echo
in the Learts of his hearers, so that they
confessed their sins with deep contrition,
and from his bands received baptism ae a
mark of their profession of penance and
faith in his mission. “Thep,” said St.
Luke, “there went forth to him all the
country of Judea and all the people of
Jerusalem, and all the region ahout the
Jordan, confessiog their sine,” It must
have been a strarge and most wonderful
sight to bave eeen this just and holy msn
w%o described himself as the friend of the
Bride groom and Our Lord, “Who takest
away the sins of the world,” standing up in
the midst of the motley throng and lifiin
up his voice in langusge so clesr an
strong that it thrilled them through and
through. *“Ye brood of vipers, who
bath &owed ye to flee from the wrath to
come ! bring forth fruit worthy of pen-
ance.” How great and simple, manly and
straight was the teaching of this just and
holy Baptist. He did not wait to reflect
how he might please his hearers, but how
he should please his God: He knew what
lessons he to drive home into their
hearts and, regardless of what the con-
sequences might be, he enforced them
with all the powers of the rugged elo-
quence which he so well knew how to
command, God was with him, and God
waas preparing the hearts of his people, so
that the word of the Baptist fell upon
good soil which produced a rich bharvest
of souls, The fame of the Baptist soon
reached the ears of Herod, and the
Tetrarch invited him to his palace, What
did they tuppose could have been his
motive in aaking & man so wholly opposed
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