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CHATS WITH YOUNG MEN
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It wounldn't be much of a world down
here |

If nobody cared when |
tear ; 1

With all of
cheeks, '

And its mountains high and its rip- |
pling creeks, |

With sll of ite sunshine and ekies of
blue,

And the laughter of children that
cheers us through,

A sorrowful place would this
world be

It it weren't for the leaven of sym.
pathy.

we shed o

its roses and dimpled
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Life would grow barren and cold and
drear,
Though ths roses

after year,
And the sun came out with the birth
of day,
And the children romped in the yard
at play,
If we in times of frial and hurt and
woe
We could gat no help from the friends
we know ;
We should hate the world and the
joys we own
bhad to stol
alone.

blossomed year
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If we d to our griefs

The rose grows
lends

Ite tender charms to the
friends ;

The precious jewel of great or wise

ls the power they have (0 sympa- |
thize, '

To teel the eorrows that others bear,

To sense the touch of another's care;

For there's never & man whoe'er he
ba,

Who could get along
pathby.

lovely becauge it

love of |

i
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without sym-

It's the balm we need when
hearts ars sore.

It's the one sweet touch that we
hunger for;

Without iy life were a struggle vain

And few would master their bours ot
pain,

For we're all sustained in our times
of care

3y the gentle hands of the friends
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IMPROVING OUR TALENTS
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Everyone
the power of
direction, and each
attain to exc:l
ment for which th
they be but
tage of theee

that occur in ever
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EC

fitted
taking adva
oppor
Opr
tiee for great things «
€0 th
occacions f
and developing
the way for that
esgential to the peizing and profiting
of those large, pernaps
opportur which may
moment present themselves
most humbly placed
There are few wh not ' good
for eomething if they could but
realizs what that something is, and |
resoive bend every effort to its |
guccesstul accomplishmens, A per
£ whoee lifs-work 1 & cen
genial ephere, even in the midst of |
absorbing occupation, is ever on the
alert to discover opportunities of im
proving andadvancing thelr work, ar d
of rendering it more valuable |
parfect, for pecfection i aever the |
goel which her ambition sirives to |
attain., They will ¢ and gr:.-.p!‘
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te
every advantage, a with trained
foresight reccgniz poseibilities
which are rejected as trivial and in-
gignificant by ttose who may con-
giler themselves your superior, B
you will ba ready for the grea$ oppor-
tunity of lite, whilst they, the
disdainers of trifles, will let the tide
fl ) w aimlessly without realizing
that dead opportunity hes no resur
rection

But no matter what the condition
or aim may be, even those
who are uncongenieliy placed may
profitably take advantage of the in-
numerabls opporfunities which offer
themsslves daily. Opportunities of
improving oharacter, ol cultivating
talents, of icersasing knowledge or
acquiring ac plishments ; oopor
tunities of doing good and perform
ing unselfish aciio h wil
materiall aid and incresse the
happiness of others. These and
a thoasand gimilar opporfun
jtiee are within the resch o
us ell. We ocan, too, exercigs our
gelves in eelf contro!, in patience and
forbearance wiih the
and failings of thoee
are surrounded, or in whose society
we ars thrown. The more trying
and irritating those persona happsen
to be, the more valuable to us will be
the discipline to which we il
gubject onrselves. To smile an
enemy or even (L] fri 'Lhi when |
every inclination bids ua frown ar d|
condemn is no small victory. ll)‘i
such commonplace, ordinary means
ie charaoter strengthened and en
pobled. What is move exhilarating,
more exalting it may almoet be said,
than to feel the capacity for stroog
golf-control under circumstancss that
might well be excused for arousing
within us a natural storm of wrath!
The attainment of this self mastery
is worth much, gpiritually, as well as
morally, if it were never queation of
‘* opportunity.”

The grasping of opportunities
means putting self and gelfish indulg
enoe aside, and involves o firm re-
golve to perform necessary, it un.
pleasant, tasks or daties at the
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present moment in spite of strong
repugnance. There must be no delay
nor proorastination, no “ patving off
till tomorrow.” Promptness and de
cleion are essential to the state of
being ever ready to seize the fleeting
advantage, for:

“There is a tide in the aifairs of men
which, taken at the flood leads
on to fortune ;

Omitted, all the voyage of their
lite is bound in shallows and
miseries.'

The lines, though hackneyed, con-
tain much trash; but it must be
realized that thoge only are borne to
guccess by fortune's floodtide who by
little everyday efforts and sacrifices
have fiited themselves for the high
est and best to be attained in their
alloted sphere.—C. in the Echo.

OUR BOYS AND GIRLS

CHRISTMAS ISN'T OVER

Christmas ien't over
touch aand know
The beauty of ite epirit, the magic of
ite glow,

In them forever harning
I lights the rolling year
With beauty ¢f the living love,

in hearis that

| That fills the world with cheer.

Christmas ign't over;
believe it keeps

Its glory still, its magic thrill, upon
the glowing steepe.

LeVs fancy it forever

In dwelling from the start

With guch & joy a8 can not cloy

Deep in the human hear?t.

let's make

Christmas ien't over—we
giill each day,

To light the path ot power and toil, to
litt shadows gray.

The fine old friendly feeling,

Uneselfish, broad and true,

That helps us dream the golden
dream

That love makes ever new.

need it

Christmas ien't over,
can bles

With tenderness and lovingnees life's
suffering and distress.

As long as we can follow

In journeyings near snd far

I'be glory of the constant ligh

Of Bethlehem's wondrous et

a8 long ae we

]
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THE PRESENCE GoOOD

MANNERS AT HOME
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18 prese AnNers
eff

and perba
Whenever th
rs ndency
3an the check upon selflsa con-
which the presence of sirangers
involuntarily produc Mapy pet
sons who are kind and courtecus in
) rude an
those whom they love &
gays : Goocd manne
of petty sacrifle and, certainly
nothing can more thoroughly secure
the harmony and peace of the family
than the habit of making small sacri
f Children thus
learp good manners in the best and
mos$ natural way ; and habite thus
acqaired will never leavethem. Cour-
tesy nnd kindnees will never lose
their power or their charm,
while al! imitaticne of them ave to be
despised.
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and holidays

stimulate

that live in the hearis of
something that

knowledge of an your love of
another, 18 & graceful and

; to do. To give what
y .one, thing

lo

expressea your

inspiricg
dses
mon gomet purchased
vithous affection, is to degrade the
giver. But no child's gitt was ever
presented in this manner. They
give because they love and bsecause
they wieh to express their love in
concrete form.—True Voice.

BRAVE LITTLE PETER

Long, long sgo, there lived in
Haarlem, one of the cities of the
Netherlands, o bravae little boy named
Peter. Hig father was a “sluicer
that is, a man whose businees 1V
is to opan and close the sluice gates
that are pnt aocroes the cavals to
keep back the water. When more
water is wonted, the elucier raises
the gates and leta wa er ia, and then
at night the gates
ploged, for the
lower than the cea level,
walers are from flooding the
land by means of strong dikes.

One esutumn day, Peater's mother
said to him: ‘I'ske these cakes
which 1 have just baked, to the poor
old blind man who lives 83 the
dike, ar make haste,
have time to go
before she sun has set.”

Peter whiatled & merry tuns
trudged slong, his woode
clicking on the stones as he clatteres
down the road. The old man was
glad to bave a visit feom his little
friend, and bhe thanked Pet for
kes,

gre carefully
etherlands

Kept

ack
for

and refurn

vard home, Sudder
ly he stopped as he heard a little
poand. “Trickle, trickle,
trickle. He loocked wup, and then
grew pale with terror, for there,
pushing its way through a tiny hole,
woe a stream of whter !

“A leak in the diks!” he phouted,
and, dropping his flowere, climbed
quickly up the stsep bank, "Comes,
help a leak in the dike |’ Buot there
wag no neat to him., Peter under
stood the danger at a glance ; econ
the small hole would become a lerge
one as the water broke through ib,
and the emall etream wonld become &
mighty flood, destroying all the
land,

Qaick as & flagh the boy threw him-
gelt on the ground and placed his fin
gor in the tiuy hole. The water was

trickling

|

| hero ot Haarlem.—True Volice.
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torced back and Peter said in de-
ligus : “The angry waters ehall not
flood Haarlem while I am here to
help.”

Now this was all well for a time,
but the dark night soon settled down
upon Peter, and he suffered with
cold and fear. His hand and arm
grew numb, and then bis whole body |
wae filled with pain, but he bravely \
beld on. ‘Come, belp! Come !" he ‘
shouted again and again, but no one
came. The tears rolled down his‘
cheeks, but still the brave little lad |
beld on., “Will no one ocome? |
Mother ! Mother ! he cried, and |
he thought of his mother and father |
and his brothers and sisters, enug
and safe, aeleep in their beds at
home. “What would happen to
them, and to all in Haarlem, if I|
should give up ?" he said. “No, no, 1
must stay here and bold back that
angry sea.” And 8o he endured the
pricking pain of the numbness all
through the cold, dark night.

In the early morning a workman
heard grosns coming from beyond
the dike and saw o emall boy lying on
the ground, crying out with the
pain.

“In the name of wonder boy,’ he
shouted, ‘‘what are you doing there?"

“l am keeping the water back !
enswered Peter. ‘'Oh, tell them to
come and bhelp me !”
workman called fto some |
friends and they came running up'
the embankment and lifted the brave
little lad in sheir arms. Then they
carefully mended the hole and carried
the listle lad to his home.

All this time Peter's father and
mother had been looking anxiously
for him,

When the men saw the anxious
parente, one of them gald : "Your
brave little lad has saved our land.
Give thanks to the good God who
has spared his life !

Then Peter was carried into the
house, and when he had rested, he
told them the whole story of the leak
in the dike.

And, though they tell tales of
many valiant heroes who fought and
died for the Netherlands, there is no
gtory whioh the children enjoy henr
ing s0 much es this one of the little
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METHODIST CHAPLAIN |
ON THE CROSS

L€

following interesting plea for |

display of tbte Sign of the
gs on Protestant chuorches and
Protestont worehip and cere-
is taken from a commupl-
sent to a Methodist Church |
Leonard C. Harris,

navy chaplain, It

in this regard too
is returning to what |
; once looked upon as the idolatry
He eays :

“Wearing my uniform ng & Davy
chap'sin, I entered theshop in the vie
inity of wne Brooklyn Navy Yard, A
bright, intelligent appearing Irigh-

o
mony
cation

Methodist
indicates how,
Protestantigm
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| man, noticing the cross on my blouse,
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you will |

Then Peter said goodbya |

greeted me with the reverent saluta
tion of ** Father.” I immediately o8
ured him that he was mistaken in

my eccleciastical title and that I was | °

a Protestant clergyman of the Metho- |
dist Episcopal Cuurch. H yevidenced |
considerable svrprice and revealed
the startling ignoravce that it bhad
always been his understanding that
pnone but Catholic clergy ever
tbe croes.”

“ A deaconess cf our denomination |
recently tcld me that whenever she

wore

visitations she w8 rej
taken for one of the
hood.'

“I have obeerved carefully
chureh baildings of ou denomina
and other evangslical bodies |
I have examined the pictures
ot edifices from time to time in our
Cburch publications, with the pur
pose of noting just what place wa
were offording the crose in our
Church architecture. Thue far I
have failed to find much prominence
either in the external or internal
construction given to this suprema
gymbol of our faith,
ie gentrally known how & Roman
Catholic communicant identifles his
church. We know the small but
siganificant act of reverantial respect
he pays when passing his ¢ urch.
We do not agree with the exirems 0
which symbolism 8 carried in the
1:fa of that body. Nof for a moment
would we plead for a religion &0
dependen? upon emblemaric repre-
gentntion. Yot I am led to Y
whioch is tha greater evil, making
too much or too little of tna saorad
emblems, pariicularly the symbol of
tlie crose. |

“ Wa gymbolize what our nation is [
by a flig we reverence. Proudly, |
even deflantly, we flaunt it from the \
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wondar

institutions of our Government. Ies
very presence. sltirs the patriotic
feelings and sentimenta of all who
gaze upon ibs gignificant Stars and
Stripes. Must it not be &0 when the
eyes of men fall upon a sacred
emblem :

When they
CrOBE.
On which the Prince of Glory died.

garvey the wondrous

appropriately displayed on and in
our ohurch structures, not the
crucifix, but the empty cross, that
their religious feelings will be stirred
in like manner ? "

He regrets that "' so many of our
newer churches resemble businesa or
indastrial institutions,” and suggests
that rome regulation be madse provid-
ing for the fittirg embodiment of the
croes in Mathodist church structures.
“The place of the Crose in Chris-
tianity is unquestioned. It has been
and ever muat be central. .
Why should we hesitate for the

| fraction of a moment to give this

| ol

| itselt to Mr. Curwood a8 it

| at

| feom

| on the part of

| ¢

| the present sijuatiou.

gaored emblem ite ftting promin
ence.’ S0 bhe would have all men
know that: ' we are soldiers of the
COross of Chriet ; we are not ashamed
of Him whose name and sign we
bear.” All this sounds dapgercusly
“ Romantish,” even il there is o little
innccsnt innuendo here and there
against the great Catholic Church
which has always honored the eign
of man's Redemp‘ion, not with an
“extreme’ of symbolism, but with the
devout veperntion which it deserves
from every Christian man. It is the
gymbol the Son of Man Himsell will
dieplay in His last trinmphant
coming in the clouds of heaven, with
great power and mojesty. -Amerioca.

———

FROM A NON-CATHOLIC
WRITER
it

The Journal of Education, & non
Casholic publication, published at
Boston, prints with approval a para
graph from James Oliver Cuarwood,
the novelist, which contains this
gentence :

“I think the reason the Catholic
Church is the only Church which ie
growing to any extent i because itis
the only Church which is holding ocut
ite arms as & mother and giviog a

| human being & breast on which to

lay his head when he i8 in trouble.
To show that this verdict in favor

the Catholic Church is not the
result of any epecial leaning toward
ite dogmns, Mr, Curwood goes on to
state his absolute indifference toward
all torms of beliet and his ability to
gee good in all of them, The J yurnal
of Edncation, which gquotes Mr.
Curwood’'s saying, hopes that no one
will read it whose Christinn faith
(meaning more exactly " denomina-
tional preference,” mno doub!) is
easily shaken; but the editor contin
ues :

‘We think there are many who
gshould read it today. We havae a
growing conviction that the most un
Christian pecple in the world whom
we know are thoee who think they

\
‘
|
|
\

|

must meneure their Christian love by |

their violent hatred of other people
who think they love the Lord slso.
The Catholic Church appeare to 80

many outeiders through the distort

ng medium of prej 1dices thab it is
plensant to find at least one phase of
it—its morey and kindness—ehowi
renlly
po Catholic can believe 1n
Carwood's '‘one church is
as another idea, but it is a
away from crass bigolry when a
believes that C
Church is at leasst as good as the
others and ir 8 better.—The
Missionary.
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RECONSTRUCTION

Philosophical epeculation on the
lessone of the War ara appearing
varied sources. Church Con
greeses devote much time to tuem,

pusiness exscutives state their views

| writes

18,

atholie |

the excellence and true dignity of
human nature, wherein human rights
have their center. In His dealings
with men, justice and meroy,
sympathy and courage, pity for
wenknese and rebuke for hollow
pretence, were perfectly blended.
Having fulfilled the law, He gave to
Hie followers n new commandment.
Haviog loved His own who were in
the world, He loved them to the end.
And since He came that they might
bave the life and hLave it
sbundsntly, He gave it to
through His death., The

which Christ established bas con
tinued His work, upholding the
dignity of man, defendiog the rights
ot the people, relieving disbr on
pecrating sacrifice bix g all
clasees together in the love of their
Saviour, The combinationofauthor
ity and reasonable treedom which is
the principle element in the organ-
ization of the Church i also indis
pengable in our social relations,
Without it there can be
order nor law por genuine
But the Church itself
been powerless save for the abiding
presence of Christ and His
‘ Without Me, you do nothing/’
again, ‘ Behold I am wiih yo
days.’ Both these sayings ave a

more
them
Church

gna

freedom,

but
all

true

|

1
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neither |

|
would have

Spirls, |

today a8 when they were spoken by |

the Master. There may be philoso
phies and ideals and schemes

reform ; the wise may deliberate ar
the powerful exert their might; br
when the gouls of men to

ba

bhave

reached and transformed to a better |

gense, that justice may reign and
charity abound, then more than ever
is it true that without Christ
eff orts are vain."—The Pilot.
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AFTER WAR RELIGION

A recent article in the
Reviewisol strikingly partinent inter
est. It ia entitled, "After War Re
ligion.” It showe how deflnite
vital is Catholiciem, and bhow strong
is the grasp of it shown by vast num
bers of Catholics, The article
cludes o tribute to the ms jesty of Cath
oliciem from & von-Catholic source.

“It used constantly to be asked
Father Martindale, 8. J

whether the War
worse or beter. Tha
question till it was asc
y wera before it. It wa
ly clear thay ths spiritusl
eay, of ountry
sharp beginni
then eoars
quite
the
then
armist

was
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| War

in industrial magazines, labor gives |
her view, and the man on the streset |

bewildered by the multiplicity of
opinions gives up the problem
ow the evil happened and i
gsted only in how his condition
be ameliorated. The erpge man
gees only the fac D egual ds
tribution of wealth and power, and
the contrast botween the carsless
enjoyment of the pleasures of lite
gome, and the grim
gtruggle for existence on the part of
others.

Men of broad vision are searching
2w caunses snd providing remedies
['he increased ability to organize,

C
of
inter
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| Fatber Mariindale, 'that the men be

| would deny Him.
can |

| much

to |

plan, and to execufte in any direction |

hat may lead to success complicates
For if restora
tion of civilization is attempted by
self aprointed reformere without true
peinciy 18 the cure will be w.i8e than
the disease. Rsform afier reform
has failed in the past not through

'k of earnestness on the part of
reformers themselves, but bacause
they failad to atétack the heart of the
evil, content to covex it up with a
thin veneer of respe bility, leaving
the source of corruption untouched.

'he illustrions Pope Janediot
with crystal clearness declared that
our people “rataining a most filrm
bold on the principles of reasonable
liberty and of Christian civilization,
ars destined to have the chief role in
the restoration of peace and order on
the baeis of those same priociples,
when the viclence of the mpesta-
ous days shall have pussed

We accepted the moral le adership
of the woeld. We batvled for right
and justics and asked nothing butd
that the world should follow our
lendership. Th's was America’s
pledge to the world 1d the world
ie awaiting 118 falf ent.  To rear
our structure not on the shifting
sands of expediency but on fhe rock
bottom of fixed principles ia the only
practical conclusion which the pres
ent eituation foroes upon us.

What these principles are, and how
they can be applied to our present
;ituation is olearly outlined in the
following woirds of the Bishops’
Pastoral : “One true reform the
orld has known. It was effected
pot by foroe, mgitation, or theory,
by o iife in which the perfect ideal
wos vieibly realized, becomivg ' the
light of men. That light has nob
grown dim with the passiog of time,
Men bave turned their eyes away
from it; even Hia followsrs have
gtrayed from its p WWhw the
trath and the life of aua Christ
are renl and olear today for all who
are willing to see. There ie no other
pame under Heaven whereby the
world can be saved. Through the
Gospel of Jisne ond His liviog
example, mankind learned the
meaning and received the blessing
ot liberty.
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| which heare prayer.’

“Not only it looked as if
o war-taug la&soi

if in quarters
rgetting the War 1
ever, the chaos is an
1 men are
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looked
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Kveryone

oL what

what
agreses,”

lieve in Gecd Very fe
T
impressively po
¢be whele masterislietio
relig ous propagsnia, whic
noies, and &pp t
much vogas among
clugses & few years
bave simply wisheue
fires ot the Line.
it is hard, becaunse uvni
an atheisr, I'he humaon soul
do it. It knowa quite wel
is ‘an Ungeen Power, inncc
the senees, which is mighti
high explosives, which Knows ¢
But what
can doin answer to thoge Crisis
prasers (as they mostly are) is left
doubttul. That is St. Thomas' view.
The eoul eprings at once to n true
‘confused’ idea of God’'s exisience ;
pbut as to His ‘charac
waye of making wrong dedac
the one trus way. On the whole, I
consider that KEngiis belisve
in God, have no raaii n of
Fatherhocd, aud do nob belie He
is concerned with the practical buei
ness of lite. In practice, ‘beliavers’
still do not — or think they do vot
regulate their behavior—still
expect soociety or Stat re
theirs — according to any
of God. Prudence, conventi
gency, psrhaps ; Law of God, n
“Ia this country, I beliave
verage man has a belief in
guited to his sors of natursl culture,
as the savage has, '[her
in ordinary lifa muoh
or discomfort, or juasd
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is, indeed, |

hard work, for men to attend much |

even to their materialietic 'faith ;

but beonuse the Englishman anyway |
isneverinclined to think cut anything |

(as the Liatins, with their history of

consistent culture to discipline and |

also to stimulate their brain, can do,)

he does not beocme an atheist.”
Referring to religion as af ected by

the War, Father Martindale eays:

“What is already the blood, ue

taith in God is in the Catholie, re- |

mains unafficted, at least subsi
ally; Catholic chaplains
that they have not known one
who ‘lost hie faith’ owing to the
War."
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One thing which seems to F viher |

Marxtindale very

threatening

virtual Inck in Eaglishmer 's minds |

of any deflaite idea about Chriat, Ha
points out that after nll God, sinoe
the Christian Revelation, need
be contemplated except in Chriet.

“ [ know,” he enys, ' thet there are
mystioal ways in which He lives and
works underneath all sentiment and
thought in soule ; you can see His
control of men who would deny Him.,
And much, in our make-up is due to

nov

In His person was shown | gur Christian past, and would not '

ia the |
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Why Not Make Your Will ?

It is a business arrangement which we should not

neglect, and it is a simple matter.

dentally be killed without n
might be distributed contra
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