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nomen e.t, Catholicu. vero Cognomen."_(Christian is my Name, but Catholic my Surname.)-St. Parian, 4th Century.
11 Christlanui mihlt

NO. 1,020.1898.LONDON, ONTARIO, SATURDAY, MAY 7,VOLUME XX.to
n,
i:s

,g*ThVa is the natural outeome~of be said. If it contains anything that is 1 philosophy that all knowledge in the the existence of God shall be demon-
in false, it cannot be the true religion mind has Its rise in the senses Is it strated scientifically to their skeptical

and founded on truth. But it is true not equally true of religious knowl- interests. They are losing “ all belief
that there are bad and good mem edge ? in the supernatural world."
hers in the true religion, and the The early Christians conquered their 
bad are there not on account of the pagan persecutors hy the sanctity and 
Church, but in spite of it. So many purity of their disinterested and de- 
good members exist among the false voted lives, a rebuke to the sensuality 
religions, not on account of the re- of paganism stronger by far In its in 
ligion but because they are persons of fluence than the most cunningly
natural virtue and good quality. arrangid and artistically delivered

argument from an intellectual and delegate to her higher court*, 1 am con- 
standpoint would have been

wt« The non-Catholic of today finds What i* xur prising is the tact that, while a 
the mont alluring persuasion of the prominent secular paper, the Sun trail- 
undying truth of Catholic doctrine in «ceuds in the writer’, opinion, in its vigor of 

. ;• x- „ .... „ . thought and clear ness of expression, any of
the lives of self abnegation and Utter our religious peril divale. Especially would 
unworldliness portrayed by the true 1 refer to vour more recent article, publh lied 
priest, the saintly religious, and the on the nth, on ''The Decay of Faith in the 
!i loY.nu.i 1 reebytenan ( hurch. 1 his will attract adevout Catholic la> man. good deal of deserved attention in connection

Here, then, is the way, the truth, with the difficulties at l'rinceton.
and the life, that we Imitate the To the writer, however, the main difficulty

j in , , , , is the loss of spiritual power in the ( hurch,
Master in His method of winning souls ps conformity to the world, together with its 
by taking up the cross, denying our- loss of Christian faith. To one who can look 
selves, and following Him. In this *,8t,k 
sign shall we conquer.—Providence 81 ua 10,1 ° 1 
Visitor.

It should beguarantees of success, 
so compacted together that at a signal 
it could concentrate all its energies

®1}C ©atholic tUcorb.
London, Saturday May 7. 1898,
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s 1 private judgment,’ the ruling prin
ciple of the sexteeulh century Reform- 

Everything was lift to 'be trib
unal oi their own reason and the result 
is evident to day. The truth as it was 
revealed is questioned and modified or 
something substituted for it until 'here 

thousands of professedly Christian 
sects of every possible shade of doettine 
Now, when men se.e these disputes, the 
question arises, how can all these re
ligious be true ? And thus they are 
led to abandon their belief, or else in 
difference is the outcome.

“ A special source of this is the sup
position that religion is a human in
stitution and not of divine origin. Re
ligion is not only divine as seen in its 
necessity and our inclination to it, but 
it is definite and God Himself has de
termined its particular form, and that 
which God has determined must be the 
only one and true religion.

‘‘Religion, thought out by human 
reason, is, some say, a development 
from lower ideas, and is refining, civil 
iziug andgood. From the crudeworshlp 
of our forefathers we progress to more 
elevated religious ideas and at some wher 
future day we shall attain ‘ religion, There
pure and undefiled. ’ So the Evolution Calvin W. wants to know ii “Lead, 
ists, and it is no wonder if men will Kindly Light," was not written by 
consider religion of human origin, it is Newman while yet a l’rotestaut. 
not Important to them what its form is Its words of themselves indicate that 
and that thev are indifferent to it. In- it was written in the transition period, 
difference is removed if religion is re- when his personal views were giving 
cognized as divine and not human, place to divine faith. This hymn, like 
and that God is Its author. others of Catholic origin, appears in
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many Protestant hymnals, though
amount of revising removes the dis- by I)r. Briggs and his school in their 
tiactively Catholic feeling from the denial of the infallibility of the Scrip 
one in question. tures, upon which alone rests the faith

of orthodox Protestantism. His logical 
place thereafter was in Unitartanism 
or in agnosticism ; but actually he has 
carried his infidelity over to the Epis
copal Church, into whose ministry he 
is prepparing to enter,
Princeton, a lifelong Presbyterian, has 
left that communion in his old age 
simply because tinder its discipline 
affecting the ministry he was subject 
to reprobation for assisting in procur 
iug a liquor license ; and he also has 
gone over to the Episcopal Church as a 
more agreeable branch of the ‘ Church 
Catholic.” Dr. Patton, President of 
Princeton University, has declined 
to be a delegate to the forthcom 
ing General Assembly of the Pres
byterian Church, though for many 
years past he had been a foremost 
figure in its sessions. Several of the 
clerical members of the Princeton 
faculty have refused the same commis 
sion, and for the like reason that they 
want to avoid all shadow of reap 
blllty for the judgments of the Presby
terian supreme ecclesiastical court. 
The Cleveland Presbytery has adopted 
a resolution which strikes directly at 
Princeton, President Patton, and Dr. 
Shields by calling on the General 
Assembly “ to withhold its approval of 
all educational institutions whose 
officials lend their Influence to the 
support of the saloon." Dr. Shields 
left the Presbyterian Church and 
sought refuge in the Episcopal Church 
in order to be free to lend that very 
Influence, and inferentially he has 
been sustained in his rejection of 
Presbyterian authority by President 
Patton and the faculty of Princeton. 
Meantime in New York Presbyterians 

: of wealth are taking pews in Episco
pal churches.

All this looks very ominous. It 
shows that the depth and earnestness 
of conviction upon which the Presby
terian Church rested are passing away, 
and in many minds have already gone. 
What is to be the consequence to the 
Episcopal Church of such an accession 
of cold or lukewarm faith is a question 
which disturbs seriously a large party 
in its membership. These Presbyter
ian rebels and deserters do not come as 
converts, but simply to find a con
venient refuge from the consequences 
of conduct and teaching destructive of 
all ecclesiastical organization, and 
even of faith in the supernatural it 
self. They do not fly to the Episcopal 
Church because of belief In the divine 
authority which belongs to it peculiar
ly, according to the conviction of the 
earnest iaith in it, but because they are 
wholly indifferent to such pretensions 
auu nu e nothing about the mere 
organization or the theories on which 
it is based. They are no longer Pres 
byterians, but neither are they Epis
copalians in truth. They have lost 
genuine faith, and seek simply to 
tickle their .'esthetic tastes and retain 
the conventional appearance of ortho

upon a given object.
To do this effectually the more influ

ential members must be unremitting in 
their preaching by word and example. 
Now what do we generally find ? We 
find societies rent into fragments by 
cliques. The unity depicted so force
fully by the society orator is imaginary, 
so much so Indeed that a young man 
who has the ambition to get out the rut 
ofhis forefathers is oftimes retarded by a 
brother member. This may not always 
be the case, but we venture to say that 
nearly every Catholic who has achieved 
distinction in any walk of life will tell 
you that he received little help, if noth
ing worse, from the society founded to 
promote Catholic interests. One rea- 

for this is that the aims of a society 
not kept prominently before the 

eyes of the members. They have, of 
course, what they call their constitu
tion, a jargon oftimes of elaborate and 
legally phrased sentences which are 
revised from time to time, and are 
always a thing of beauty for the indi
vidual who poses as an authority on 
parliamentary procedure. But what 
bearing has it all on the workings of 
the society? We have talk, fiat, 
stale and unprofitable—nothing else.

When young men are banded to 
gether for a purpose we have a right to 
gee it realized. You will tell us that it 
is realized in the temperance society, 
We gladly lay our tribute of respect at 
the feet of our total abstainers, but all 
the same a Catholic has not, simply be- 

he is temperate, reached the limit 
of his possibilities.

Perhaps they do not get hold of the 
right kind of men. Catholics of leisure 
and education are not famed for their 
support of societies. It may be they 

afraid of losing caste, except 
during election campaigns, when they 

always willing to tell us that they 
have watched over the society like a 
mother over a sick child, and noted, 
of course, its progress with great joy.

The real reason, we believe, is the in 
difference of the members themselves. 
There is too much talk and too little 
business. There is a flittering away 
of energy on card parties and picnics 
and dances. The serious work, that of 
helping Catholics to secure good posi
tions, of animating them to put some 
ambition into their lives, is unnoticed

A CLEVER CRITIC.
be ITS.

David Creedon’s criticism of books is 
He has a nice 

book

oi
T1IK 1 ) FI 'AY Of FAITH.

To the Editor of The Sun Sir : Your re
cent articles on the changea and dei ay in 
tha Presbyterian Church are attracting a 
great deal of deserved attention. Approach
ing my four-score r ear, and lor many years 
honored hy the Church as an office hearer

delightful reading, 
taste of discrimination and any 
that receives his approval is worthy of 
perusal. He has a terse and vigorous 
English style. We always look for 

In The Western Watchman.
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“ Hence the absurdity of indiffer 
If religion if from God and

m,
to him now ence.

there is only one true religion 
cannot consistently be indifferent in 
finding out and following our obliga
tions.”

•it-
to

fc. tue true test.
id-
•th that the decadence ofCrispi says 

Spain Is due to the priesthood. The 
“impoverished condition, etc., arises 
from the fact that Rome has stilled the 
beatings of the pulse of progress. ” 
We wonder if Italy’s decline must be 
ascribed to the same fact, or because 
the venerable statesman has laid his 

the national funds? A

.
at,
te.

QUESTION BOX.k°.
0c. Philadelphia Catholic Standard and Times.

“ American ” asks if a Sister acting 
as an army nurse would be obliged to 
pay more attention to a Catholic Span
iard or a Protestant American, both 
being under her care ?

This is best answered by a quotation 
from Owen Meredith's “ Luclle

“ A nun hath no nation, 
ever man suffers, or woman may 
her land ' There her kindred

::I

at. son y or fifty years and contrast the 
he (vhiirvIt with what it was then, 

the clianges are overwhelming. With a 
personal knowledge of Dr. Shields at Phila
delphia and Dr. Itriggs at Moselle as humble 
ministers of the < iospel, it is astounding to 
witness the changes that have been wrought 
in their theological beliefs. M.

Plainfield, April 1H.

for fort• 28
are

to
hand upon 
short time ago he was exhibted as a 
monster of perfidy and dishonesty and 
to day he is placed on a pedestal to 
tell us why Spain is utterly unfit to cope 
with the United States. The tact that 

wealthy is no proof

9d!

THE DECAY OF FAITH.
KS, Njothe. New York Bun.

At this time, when the secular world 
is darkened with threatening clouds of 
war, ominous igns of approaching 
disaster appear U* the religious world.
It is not too much to say that the Pres
byterian Church, holding the very 
citadel of Protestantism is proceeding them and wholly helpful to all other 
irresistibly toward disintegration and men. Were there in the Catholic re

ligion nothing but the religious < hders. 
the fact would su dice of itself alone to 
prove the divinity of that religion. To 
consecrate one’s life to God, to devote 
it to the neighbor for the love of God ; 
to embrace every kind ot privation and 
toil and fatigue, in the one hope of a 
heavenly reward, is an act of J'aitk 
which no other religion has been able 
to produce : it is an act of hope which 

Dr. Shields of other religions are incapable of elicit
ing ; it is an act of charity which they 
will never perform. The Catholic re
ligion easily accomplishes all this by 
means of three virtues : poverty, chast
ity and obedience, which she alone has 
the right and the power to counsel. 
Seek where you will, try as you will, 
these tiees and the fruit they bear are 
to bo tound only in the garden of the 
Church : they do not live or reproduce 
their kind elsewhere. Elsewhere L not 
to bo found the sun ami the dew they 
need. (Translated from Louis Ye nil lot, 
for the Catholic Record. )

THE TRUE FAITH.
5Nc

Spain is poor or 
that she is In a state of decadence. The 
true test of civilization is, as Emerson 

not the census or the si ze of cities,

The true faith is the one only faith, 
for it alone produces works of faith 
wholly honorable to Him who performsa

.00 says,
but the kind of men the country turns 

Dazzled by the glamour of ma.

vu;
destruction.

“ But it is said even by some minis
ters that the present age requires a 

Even the religion

out.
terial prosperity wo are too apt to for 

and hence little inclined to 
attention to the essential constitu- 

But let us al

The seeds of decay were first sowedno
human religion, 
revealed and established by God is 
essentially human, yet not in the 
that it is the invention of human 

it is human in perfecting

get this,via.
sensepay

ents of national life, 
ways remember that not upon armies 

of art and

“La Somnambula ” is much exer 
cised because in a sermon on mixed 
marriages the priest said 
your Protestant friends ; give up your 
Protestant company.” A Protestant 
friend accompanied the correspondent 

the occasion and feels much hurt.

reason :
man, in rendering him happy, in pene
trating his heart, comforting him in 
his trials and checking him in his 
passions, encouraging him to higher 
things. But it is divine in its regula
tion of man's obligation to God. 
Science and arts are from men, but re
ligion is from God. So in the history 
of religion, in all ages and with all 
nations men have sought f r knowl
edge and truth from some recognized 
higher source, the soothsayers, the 
prophets, the oracles. Man will not in 

believe in anything that does 
not come from a higher source, where 
truth will necessarily be found if any 
where : in religion truth is absolutely 
necessary, for we must be certain.

“ Every religious truth imposes an 
Error, dangerous in its

“ Give up
or navies or the treasures

the justice andcommerce, but upon 
impartial administration 
upon the honor and the virtue of the 
citizen, is founded civilization. A 
nation poor in worldly resources may 
attain a hgh place of culture, and a 

whose brow glitters the 
of earthly grandeur may be 

“ It

cause
of law, and

on
The priest did not refer to Protest 

ants as friends, but as possible 
husbands and wives. The time to pre
vent mixed marriages is at the begin
ning of company keeping, and this re 
tiectiou is due in charity to the Protest 
ant who is likely to develop a stronger 
feeling than friendship. The right 
hand is a good friend, yet we are told 
to cut it off if it scandalizes. How 
much more so should we avoid a 
friendship which is dangerous not only 
to our faith, but to that of generations 
yet unborn.

“ Inquisitive ” attended a Catholic 
church and saw the people bow when 
the priest was reading the Gospel. 
What did it mean ?

If he was reading the Gospel, it was 
possibly at the name of Jesus the 
people bowed, according to St. Paul to 
the Philippians ii., 10.

“ Reading Circle ” asks “ Who were 
the Donatists?”

They were heretics and schismatics 
who held that the validity of a sacra
ment depended on the moral character 
of the minister, and that sinners could 
not be members of the Church and 
could not bo tolerated by it unless 
their sins were secret.

J. T. F. objects to a priest being 
called Father and bases his objection on 
the text “ Call no man father.”

Reference to II. Corinthians vi., 13, 
shows that St. Paul used these words : 
“I speak as unto my children.”

nation upon are
hrîi diadem

trembling on the brink of ruin, 
is not,” said Jules Simon, “ the loss of

are
reason

annihilated or aa battle, an army 
province torn away, that begins the 

A nation dies only
Ii at

fall of a people, 
by abandoning 
the effacement of its character, by the 
invasion of egotism and scepticism. It 
dies of its corruption, it does not die of

its manly habits, byle- A WORLDINGS OPINION.
>n ly obligation, 

craving for liberty, will bias our 
minds, telling us that wrong is right. 
Religion checks and controls our 
actions, and this we cannot obtain from 
human reason. Religion, subjected to 
human reason, degenerates, and error 
after error has been introduced. It 
must be of divine origin. Historians 
tell us this. The primary revelation 
from God, was followed by the patri
archal and the Mosaic dispensations. 
Then God’s own Sou, by miracles, 
proved and set His seal on- what He 
claimed, and each dispensation ren 
dered but more perfect that which had 
preceded it.

“ Religion must be and is of divine 
origin, and if so there can be only one 
that is true. Customs and practices 
may vary ; the laws of fasting and the 
holy d iys of obligation may differ, but 
this does not change the religion. 
The patriarchal and Christian dispen
sations are but different states of the 
same religion, given in the beginning, 
perpetuated through the Jewish 
tion, revealed in the commandments, 
and perfected by Jesus Christ, who 
came not to destroy but to make per
fect.

“ Many years ago, when a child in 
the far southland I love so well,” says 
a Chicago writer in the Iconoclast,
“ yellow fever epidemics were of 
almost annual occurrence. Then 
I saw the priest come up the great 
river in the steamers, bound for the 
stricken districts. Young, bright 
eyed, fresh-faced boys from France, 
unacclimated, strangers in a strange 
land, they went to their deaths as 
gaily as ever a bridegroom with a 
singing ^hoart found his way to the 
chamber of his love. They nursed 
the sick, and gave the sacred oil 
to the dying, and held before 
their falling eyes the cross upon 
which Jesus suffered, and pointed ever 
upward to the path of light, and 
fondled the pitifully-clinging lingers 
of those deserted by family and friends, 
and died like the sheep and rotted 
unburied in the pestilential air. I 
have seen the pure, patient, dove eyed 
Sisters of Charity dead on the streets of 
those ruined cities, but never saw I 
yet a Protestant minister of any denom
ination whatsoever in the lair of the 
yellow King of Terrors.

“To you and me, brothers, in the 
world, the llesh and the devil, deeds 
speak more loudly than words, 
look upon the wine-cup when it is red, 
wo bet our money upon the supposed 
fact that one horse can run faster than 
any other horse, wo endeavor disas
trously to make three deuces bigger 
than four Jacks, we go to the theatre 
and buy oysters and beer for some of 
the performers when the play is ended, 
and we are never in a church, except 
when a friend marries or dies, but we 
take off our hats in the street when we 

one of the black-robed men or 
who are the servants of the

Sir otisi-afl
its wounds.”
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OUR SOCIETIES.
The problem of why our societies do 

not meet with permanent success is 
one that has for some time past en
gaged our attention. They commence 
very promisingly, flourish for a time 
and then disappear or bicorne practi
cally dead. Any impartial observer 
will admit this to be a true statement 

Now we should like to

and unheeded.
And is it not so ? Catholics squabble 

political positions of menial char-over
acter, and you can count on your 
fingers those of our creed who hold any 
office of note in the gift of the Govern
ment of Canada.

We shall return to this subject again, 
but in the meantime let us advise our 
societies, from which we hope for better 
things, to give no quarter to the 
“ kicker and spouter," and to get 
down to business.

of the case, 
unravel the problem, and any solution 
will be most gratefully received by 

We are not discussing their

ent,
IS.

lient

\ :it. 
I all 
1 be

US.
ability, for all agree that they are 

important factor in Church 
Our pastors have always

a most THE METHODS OF THE MASTER
work.
recognized their importance and have 
sought to found and foster them in 
their different parishes. But what we 
should like to’.discover is why so much 

social or

“ONLY ONE TRUE RELIGION. ’ It was the simple bluntness of Father 
Ignatius Spencer, in the fervor of his 
missionary enthusiasm, that awakened 
the great Wiseman, up to the time 
living aimlessly at Rome, satisfied 
with the mere acquisition of vast and 
versatile intellectual attainments, to a 
sense of what better use a man might 
put such talents in the spiritual wel
fare of England.

With a courage born of the pristine 
fervor of asceticism, Father Spencer 
told Wiseman that it would better be
come him to apply his mind to more 
practical themes than the collection of 
Syrian manuscripts, the planning out 
of geological treatises, and the heap

lore.

mi
Such was the subject of a lecture re

cently delivered by Rev. Father Glee 
son,S. J., at the Jesult sChurch,Detroit. 
We copy the following summary from 
the Catholic Witness of that city :

“The subject," said the lecturer, 
“ resolved itself into two leading ques 
lions, viz , first, which is the one true 
religion, and, secondly, is there really 

And with the

H.. “To have different religions wo 
must have different doctrines and 
different moral codes, and these must 
evidently be false in the one case and 
good and virtuous in another. God 
cannot be the Author of contradictions.
He is infinite Truth, and religion 
coming from God cannot have two 
contradictory teachings.

“ If, then, God is the Author and 
there is only one true religion, we owe 
to God our whole being. If God has 
revealed this, it is truth and obllga 
tory. And how can this be if it is a 
matter of indifference which religion 
is followed ? Is error as good as truth ? splendid root and to develop into the

absorbing life-interest in the

energy along temperance, 
benevolent lines, is lost or misdirected. We

This may grate harshly on some ears, 
but it is a plain statement of fact. If 
we should give full credence to their 
reports or to the speeches of their 
orators at festive gatherings we could 
believe their efficiency was beyond 
doubt or cavil ; but a little examina
tion will convince us that the reports 
and speeches have, like the 

” very [little foundation.

E.

but one that is true, 
second more general question they 
would be concerned that evening. To 

the practical significance of the 
question, contrast Protestantism and 
Catholicism, the former recognizing 
set oral religions as good, the Catholics 
acknowledging but one as such. For 
where there is no church of their own 
denomination FioteoiauU 
scruple, but will rather think it perfect 
ly right to attend other places of wor 
ship. But the Catholic never acts 
thus; it were sin to him to visit other 
churches than his own, for he looks 
upon other religions as false and he 
therefore would dishonor God and act 
contrary to the dictates of his con
science.

“The question is of importance in 
the present day : for if it is a fact that 
there is only one true religion ; if we 

honor God only by following the 
teachings of one ; if one religion alone 

make man virtuous and moral and
___ , his soul, then it is most important
to know that fact and to know which 

one. If man

see

The

ing up of stores of antiquarian 
It was the first seed sown in Wiseman's 
fertile soul destined to take such

“war
pass 
women
Church that embraces the world.”

Wenews,
appreciate the difficulties and obstacles 
that beset our young men, but making 
allowance for all this we have no hesi-

will not

Is evil equivalent to virtue ? Indiffer
ence is an insult to God.

“Intolerance is a line word and has 
caused many abusive sayings against 
the Catholic Church. Tolerance is a 
noble quality, but is bad or good. If 
tolerance admits error as good, then 
tolerance is evil ; it is treason to truth.
But tolerance is good, when guided by Error emphatic .
charity, the civil rights of all being Was it lack of intellectual force that 
respected, error is not approved of. caused the apostasy of Do I.amenais,

“There are two kinds of liberty, Renan, and hosts of other brilliant 
moral and physical. Moral liberty French minds, and produced the zeal 
implies our ability to do something of a Lacordaire, a Montalembert f 
consistently with the moral law. Was it lack of intellect that, urged 
Physically every man is free; whether the triumphant conversion of a New- 
he is morally so is another question man, a Brownson, or that deterred a 
No man has the moral liberty to do I’usey from the same course ?
wrong. Are you doing right in ad- No, intellect plays but a small rule
herinc to a wrong religion instead of *n the matter of serious conversion, 
the true ? It is the superb simplicity of an un

“ But, it is argued, my neighbor has unfaltering faith and a beautiful 
no right to impose his religion on me. humility which wrests, as it were, from 
Is, then, one religion as good as an Almighty God the gift of belief, and
other ? Oh ! There is good and bad this is the work of earnest, persistent
in all. In doctrines ? In the doctrines prayer, and prayer alone. The sooner
of false religions, yes. No institution we settle our minds on this score, the

one
future career of the great Cardinal.

Many of us foolishly fancy that con
verts, worthy of the name, are drawn 
into the net of Peter by sheer force of 
intellect, that it is from the intel
lectual

st.. How to be Another Monica.
Christian wives and mothers, behold 

your model ! Learn of Monica the re
sponsibility and dignity of the wile 
and mother, and you, too, will give 
Augustines to the Church of God. If 
women only realized the vocation to 
which God calls them, and would not 
vainly strive after that for which their 
nature does not fit them ! If they 
only would appreciate the tremendous 
influence confided to them in the home 
circle! Would they be great ? There 
is a greatness which is exclusively 
theirs. There is a sphere in which 
they have no rival—home—a short, 
simple word, but brimful of meaning. 
Those who have it not, long for it. 
Too many who have it, or the making 
of it, do not appreciate it.

Hope in God ; He will support you 
and enable you to bo useful to others, 
if you trust in Him and do not neglect 
your duty.

;

tation in saying that the average 
Catholic society of young men leaves 
much to be desired.

phase of things that we 
to work miracles of conversion.

A society is not merely a means to 
satisfy the gregarious instinct ; but it 
is also a school wherein men may be 
taught and uplifted. It is a group of 
individuals bauded together by rule 
and discipline for the attainment of 
some specific end. Seliish aims may 
obtrude themselves, for we live in the 
world, but they will not be permitted 
to stand in the way of the common 
good. A society, wo take it, should be 
a well-spring of high thought and en
deavor. ,, It should try to eradicate 
from the minds of Catholics that they 

destined by Providence to be 
hewers of wood* and carriers of water, 
and to persuade them that honest, 
patient and persevering toll are alone

doxy.
Mr. Wilfrid Ward, in his notable 

book on the life and times of Cardinal 
Wiseman says that while that dis
tinguished convert to Rome was still 
in the Church of England “he foresaw 
that a few years later the crucial con
troversy would not bo about the 
Thirty nine Articles, but about belief 
in the supernatural world.” “‘Fifty 
years hence, ’ he said one day to the 
divines in the middle oi a theological 
lecture,’ the professors of this place 
will be endeavoring to prove, not Iran 
substantiation, but the existence of 
God.’”

That describes generally the situa
tion in the Presbyterian Church. It 
is going into disintegration because its 
foremost teachers are losing their faith
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religion is the only true 
does not belong to it, he risks the sal
vation of his soul and loses many 
valuable aids to a virtuous life ; and 
yet there is a loose idea prevalent that 
one religion is as good as another.

“From this willingness to acknowl
edge many religions arises indiffer
ence-tolerance, as it is called, or 
freedom of opinion — expressions 
which mingle some truth with false
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