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Favorite Novel or Poem.
STUDY VI.
““The Twenty-third Psalm.”’
Prize Essay.

Three thousand years, years of change
and evolution, of voyage and discovery,
have taken their place in the background
of this wor,d’s history, since first from
the lips of the sweet singer of Israel,—
the shepherd king—came forth the inimit-
able lines of “The Shepherd Psalm.”’

Thirty centuries ! A long, long time,
and in that vast abyss all material relics
of him, however carefully they may have
been preserved, have moldered into dust.
The harp with which he was wont to
cheer the heart of his moody predecessor
on the throme, the sling with which he
slew the giant of the Philistines, and the
huge sword with which he cut off his
head, all these are deep in the debris of
the ages.

But this psalm, though old as any of
them, and though trodden by myriads of
men in every succeeding age, is as fresh
to-day, as it rises in hundreds of different
languages from Sabbath worshippers as-
sembled in all quarters of the globe, as
it was when first it was echoed back, in
the old Hebrew tongue, by the sheep-
dotted hills of Palestine, upon the ear of
its immortal composer. .

And fresh it must ever remain, for of
all the psalms, yes, and of all the poetry,
that has ever been written, these immortal
verses, simple as childhood’'s rhyme, yet
deep as the archangel’s anthem, will ever,
as they have in the past, retain unrivalled
pre-eminence in the hearts of Christendom.

And why ? Wherein consists that magic
power which has preserved it through the
ages, and which has retained for it such
precedence over all else of its kind?
Does it consist in its literary merit? It
were possible; for two such perfect meta-
phors as those which form it, must be
rare in any literature. The first, that
from which the psalm derives its name,
speaks of the Lord as being a Shepherd,
and of man as the sheep of his care, for
whom He provides at all times all that
is necessary for his sustenance and com-
fort. The second is given to complete
the first, for, although the sheep and the
shepherd may be much to each other,
there can be no communion between them,
nor can thdir friendship last for ever.
In it, man is spoken of as being the
l.ord's guest, in which capacity he may
have direct communion with Him, and if
he so wishes, he may enjoy the pleasures
of His house forever.

But it is something more than mere
literary merit which gives to this psalm
such universal pre-eminence. There is an
all-sutliciency about it, and, as one has
said, the whole Bible may be seen in it
as the morning sun is seen in a dew-
drop. IRead into it the meaning'of the
gospel of Christ, the Good Shepherd who
gave His life for His sheep, and we have

THE FARMER’'S ADVOCATE.

The Nitrogen Your Crops Take up Counts; ==
Not the Nitrogen in Your Fertilizer

B The most available source of nitrogen is

Nitrate of Soda

our crops can not utilize or take up nitrogen in
any form except that of nitrate.

Give it to them in that form, and avoid delay. If
you don’t you’ll have to wait for it to change into a
nitrate before the plants can take it up. All the nitrogen in
Nitrate of Soda is available at once. Not one atom is lost.

These factors make Nitrate of Soda the cheapest form

of nitrogen.

Cheapest—quickest—cleanest.

You get all the benefit of what you buy.

Let us give you prices.

CHEMICAL LABORATORIES, LTD.
148 Van Horn Street

Toronto, Canada

SEND FOR SAMPLES AND SEE FOR YOURSELF THAT

Keith’s Seeds

are good, and are of exceptional value.

If you feel there is no time to get

samples, and you have never done business with us before, send in your order,

examine goods before paying for them.

CLOVERS. Per bush.
Bags 25¢. extra.
Red, ‘“‘Sun” No. 1, Gov. Standard....$10.00
Red, ‘“‘Moon” No. 2, Gov. Standard
(cholCe) i i
Mammoth, “‘Sun’ No.1l, Gov. Standard 10.26
Mammoth, “Moon’ No. 2, Gov. Stand-
ard (CBobeB) wisussoriassncinmmvinasmieans 9.28
Alfalfa, *“Gold” No. 1, Gov. Standard 13.76
Alfalfa, ‘‘Silver’”” No. 2, Gov. Standard 13.25
Alsyke, ‘‘Ocean” No. 1, Gov. Standard 10.50
Alsyke, ‘‘SBea’ No. 2, Gov. Standard

I (ChOlBB) minsvssimssmsarsmasms wohmimaeRe 9.258
Lincoln 0.80
White Oluster .80
White Wave ...... .80
Canadian-grown Regenerated Abundance 80

L L ! Banner....... .80
Scotch o Bannper....... 1.26
Daubeny .90
Goanette 90

We offer good clean seed of the following
varieties at 68c. per bushel, bags free:
Irish White, Sensation, Bumper King.

Geo.

and we will ship C. O. D. to your nearest station, and grant you permission to
‘We will pay the freight in On-
tario on Clovers and Timothy orders of 200 1bs. or more; all
other prices herewith quoted are F. O. B. Toronto.

BARLEY.
Per bush.
Bags free
0. A 0, No. ZL.iounssmsessise $ 1.1

Mandscheuri

TIMOTHY AND GRASSES.

Per bush.
Bags 250. extra.

Timothy, ‘' Diamond ' No. 1, Gov.
Standard ............ 7.00

Timothy, *‘‘ Orescent A :
Bandard] .oucsasapesgassmisess 6.66

Timothy, *‘Circle’” No. 2, Gov. Stand. 6.50

FERTILIZERS. Per

Per ton. 225 lbs

Nitrate of Soda......... ... $67.00 $6.00
Sulphate of Potash.. ... 68.00 7.00
Muriate of Potash ... 49.50 6.00
Acid Phosphate ........................ 18.60 2.25

SEND FOR CATALOGUE.

Keith & Sons

124 King Street, East, Toronto, Canada,
SEED MERCHANTS SINCE 1866.

FOUNDED 18«

an unrivalled creed, to which all Chri
tians could unhesitatingly assent. Reai!
it over again in quiet reverie, and see it
it does not form itself into a refuge upon
which the storms of life may break in
vain. It is as a sheltered harbor to a
disabled ship, as a spreading shade tree
in the heat of a July noon, or as a
glowing hearth in a wintry blizzard,
something that, whatever the trouble or
perplexity, affords comfort and cheer.
And so it has remained ever, the psalm
of childhood and of age; the first that
the toddling child learns to lisp, and
oftentimes the last word uttered upon the
death-bed. And thus it will go on until
the last weary pilgrim has passed through
the valley, when, its work here completed,
it may go itself and take its place among
the grand celestial songs which shall
make the House of the Lord musical for-
ever. T. J. RUTHERFORD.
Grey Co., Ont.

An Epistle.
(Browning.)
Prize KEssay.

This monologue, written by Itobert
Browning, was first published in 1855. It
contains the strange medical experiences
of Karshish, the Arab physician.

Karshish is writing to his master, Abib,
giving him an account of his journeyings
and the things seen on the way. He
goes to Bethany and there meets Lazarus.
The personality of Lazarus, the man
raised from the dead, has such an impres-
sion on him that, though half-ashamed,
he devotes the greater part of his letter
to the discussion of the subject.

Karshish is a type of the purely scien-
tific intellect, determined to have positive,
substantial proof, before he will believe,
and to prove everything by the touch-
stone of experience and knowledge. He
believes in one Supreme God, but the re-
lationship between the spirit life and the
physical life is to him a mystery. To
such a man, the story told by Lazarus,
would seem incredible, and for this rea-
son, Browning has used him in order to
show (as Alexander points out) ‘‘the
universality of the yearling in the
human heart for a God of Love.”” The
struggle between the intellect and the
heart of the physician is finely presented
in the poem. The portrait of Karshish
is admirably drawn: his keen interest in
everything pertaining to his art; his su-
preme belief in himself; his impatience
with and lack of tolerance for others; his
skepticism concerning anything without
his own experience, and yet with the
heart of a man beneath it all.

But it is the portrait of Lazarus that
is drawn with a master hand. The rais-
ing of Lazarus had a wonderful effect on
his mental and spiritual state. He, hav-
ing actually passed into another world,
and seen those things which are eternal,
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excellent results.

it You SPRAY. §J()() a pay LOST if You DONT.

NIAGARA BRAND LIME-SULPHUR

Combination Winter and Summer Spray

AS WINTER SPRAY it will control San Jose Scale
Peach Curl, Aphls, and all sucking insects.

AS SUMMER SPRAY, combined with Arsenate ot Lead
fungus diseases, Codiing Moth and all chewing Insects.

This spray is not an experiment. It was used by thousands o fruit-growers in Ontario in 1910 with

Write for our book on ‘‘ Sprays, and Hew to Use Them."
Every Fruit-¢rower Should Have an Hydrometer to Test His . . :
address in Canada, on receipt of 8oc., the Standard Hydrometer, P Spray. We will mail to any
Beaume and specific gravity reading. ’
BEAN SPRAY PUMPS—Hand and power—Strong, durable and efficient
large capacity with high pressure. .

Let us prove this to you.

, Oyster-shell Bark Louse, Blister Mite,

, it will control Apple Scab, and other

ennsylvania pattern, showing both

Built to wear and give

Send for illustrated catalogue.

NIAGARA BRAND FACTORIES :

NIAGARA SPRAYER CO., Middleport, N. Y.
HOOD RIVER SPRAY MFG. CO., Hood River, Ore.
NIAGARA SPRAY (CO., ot N. S, Ltd., Kentville, N. S.
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BEAN SPRAY CO., Cleveland, Ohi
OREGON SPRAY CO., Portland, Ore.
MEDFORD SPRAY CO., Medtford, Ore.

NIAGARA BRAND SPRAY CO., LTD., Burlington, Ont.

ORDER NO

CAN MAKE

IMMEDIATE SHIPMENTS
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