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“ Read not to confradict and to confute, nor to
believe and take for granted, but to weigh and con-
#ider."—Bacon.

The New Dominion Taxation
INANCE Minister White has introduced a
budget that, fortunately, lays the additional
burdens to be borne, on the shoulders of those
best able to bear them. In taking twenty-five
per cent. of the surplus profits of large concerns,
the Finance Minister has gone only half the
length of his British contemporary, but in so
far as he has gone he has done well. His action
in making the tax retro-active to the beginning
of the war will meet with the approval of all
except the few directly affected. The new bud-
get has much more to commend it than its
predecessor, which elevated the tariff wall seven
and ore-half per cent. all round. The chief
difficully that the Finance Minister must antici-
pate is the efforts that will be made to conceal
profits by increasing salaries, falsifyving records
and the hundred and one other methods that
may be adopted by our wizards of finance. The
increased tariff on apples, we anticipate, would
, be received with better grace by the grain grow-
ers of Western Canada, whom it will affect most
adversely, had they been granted the ‘‘free
wheat" for which they have been agitating.
While we are well satisfied with the budget in
view of what might have been, we cannot but
feel that a great opportunity was missed in me-
glecting altogether the gheatest possible source
of public revenue, a tax on the value of all the
natural resources of the country, used and un-
used. Such a tax would tend to open up to
development valuable lands, mines, and water
powers which are now held out of use by specu-
lators. Such a tax would have given such a
boost to legitimate industry that we could bear
sily all our share of the burden of the war.
he taxation of our profits must meet with ap-

unu AND nul?

proval. The taxation of our natural resources,
as suggested by the organized farmers of Can-
ada, might well have been substituted for a
~portion of the tariff taxes which bear heavily on
the majority of producers and especially on agri-
cultural producers. A radical move, perhaps,
but unusual demiands justify radical action:

The H. C. of L. Commission
HE high cost of lxvlru( has at last been
l i A G i some
two years ago by the Dominion Government to
inquire into the subject have at last handed in
their report. The Commission fipds that in the
past fifteen years the cost of living in Canada
has increased fifty per cent. This they attribute
to an increase in the gold supply, thus lessen-
ing the purchasing power of the dollar; extrava-
gance, public and private; disproportionate ur-
ban development; uneconomic methods of dis-
tribution ; highest standards of living; ineffi-
cient service and lack of vocational training ; the
gospel of ease whch has permeated the national
life of the Anglo-Saxon race; uneconomical
household expenditures, and to the effects of
mergers, trusts and combines.

We have not yet had an opportunity to examine
this report minutely, but so far as we are aware
little reference is made to the fact that facilities
for the production of wealth have increased in
effectiveness to such an extent as to more than
counterbalance all of the factors mentioned by
the Commission as explaining the higher cost
of living® Mergers and combines are mentioned
as one factor, but the tariff, which alone makes
mergers and combines dangerous, is scarcely
mentioned. The farmérs, who have been work-
ing early and late with insufficient help, and the
toilers in factories, stores and offices, will won-
der just what the Commissién means by its re-
ference to “‘the gospel of ease.” Rural depopu-
lation is deplored, but the increasing price of
land, which, in many new sections and more
old ones, i1s working most effectively to keep
people off the land, receives but little considera-
tion, and the taxation of land values, which
would righy this situation and along with it
most of thé other problems investigated by the
commission, is passed over altogether. If the
findings of the Commission movc anything it is
the less of ing f inves-
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farmer decided in favor of the cheaper seed, but
before he had an opportunity to sow it, one of

the Government inspectors came along and test-

ed the seed. It was found to be almost equally
divided between pigeon grass and red clover,
and pound for pound the clover seed in the mix-
ture actually cost more than the Government
tested seed which had been rejected on acoount
of its price.

Poor seed is always expensive, but there is
scarcely any limit to what we can afford to pay
for really good seed if the same quality cannot
be secured at a lower price. This is particularly
true this year when the quantity of good seed
is limited.

Cost of Keeping a Cow

HAT does it cost to maintain a dairy cow

for one year The answer to this ques-
tion has been given times without number by
experimental stations, agricultural colleges, cow
testing associations, good practical farmers,
from farmers not so good, and so far no two
have ever made the same estimate, the amounts
varying all the way from the $27 of certain Que-
bec farmers to $147 a year per dow, as estimat-
ed by Prof. Fred Rasmussen of New Hampshire,
Mr, E. 8. -Archibald, Dominion Animal Hus-
bandman, estimates that the cost of keeping a
cow producing 6,500 pounds of milk a year is
$102.11. Other estimates could be given, vary-
ing all the way from the $2 minimum to the
$147 maximum.

Why such a variation? If the lower estimate
is correct, dairying must be a most profitable
business. If the latter is correct, thousands of
us are rushing along. on the road to bankruptcy.
The truth must be somewhere between the two.
Can any of Our Folks throw any additional
\light on the subject Many, we know, keep cost
reébords. Why not give us the benefit of your
figuring ?

District Representative Work
HIS is not a general dissertation on repre-
sentative work as conducted in Ontario,
but a hearty commendation of one phase of the
work—the agricultural short course. Many of
these courses ane now being held all over On-
tario. The subject matter of the course has
been broadened out from year to year, and now

to be ducted by a C issian com-
posed of Government employees. Compared with
the report recen:ly wbhshed by xhe United
States C on 1 Rel the
Dominion report is a sorry failure.
mission has, however, compiled a lot of interest-
ing data in convenient reference form.

Pay Well for Good Seed

T an lowa convention the question was

nkuﬁ, “What can we afford to pay for
good seed corn? One man present 'replied:
“Fifteen dollars a bushel if you can't get it for
any less.” Jn re-telling ' the incident, Hoard's
Dairyman estimates that com at $16 a bushel
would mean fifty cents a quart or three dollars
an acre, and our contemporary then asks, ‘‘Does
anybody think he would not be pretty certain
to lose more than three dollars an acre if he
planted poor seed?” «

A broken stand of weak plants h the worst
result of using poor seed. Sometiges, however,
there is a loss on purchasing poor seed even
before it goes in the ground. Mr. T. G. Raynor
of the Seed Division, Cttawa, tells of a
in one of the eastern counties of Ontario w
had a chgice bétween No. 1 Government stan-
dard clover seed and another lot of clover at a
much lower price offered by a neighbor. , The

The Com-*

includes training for citizenship as well as in-
struction in farming. We quote from a recent
report from J. S. Knapp, B.S.A., district repre-
sentative in Waterloo county, to illustrate the
character of the work being done:

““Monday morning we had two new students,
this bringing the number in our course up to
forty. -The intesest in our course has not lagged
for a minute. Every moming last week, we
have had from four to ten outside men in for
part or all of the lectures. Quite frequently
some of the boys’ fathers drop ingfor an hour
or two. The average attendance du#n[ the week
was about forty for both forenoon and afternoon
sessions. Very Keen interest was shown in the
debate which we had Friday moming, the sub
ject being: “Resolved, that the farmer has done
more fnr the goodiof Canada than the manufac
turer,” There wete three ers bn each
side, Two had never made a public speech be
fore. Although as the rest of the
speakers, they di The more

' I see of the Short Course work, the more 1 real-
ize that the boys get equally as much from rub-
bing shoulders with each other as they do from
the lectures.”

We might give many similar quotations from
the reports of other representatives. Thiis
newer phase of short course work, exemplified
mxlubbﬂ-.whkhhbdudﬂehwdby()n
tario i is most’ and
in this one thing alone the representative system
is more than justifying the faith of its founders.
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