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THE CITY LAND OWNER---HOW HE TAXES US FARMERS

ARTICLE VII.

HE main reason why we farmers do not recelve a larger portion of the price the olty con-
T umer pays for our products Is the excessive value of oity land. Theiv are a number of
other reasons but exorbitant land values Is the chief.

During the past five years land values in the oity of Toronto and vicinity alone have Increased
over $100,000,000. A large part of that increase has been taken, or will be before long, out of the
pockets of the laboring people and middie classes of Toronto. Most of It, however, has been paid,
or will be in time, by us farmers. In other words we are paylag the greater part of $20,000,000
@ year on the average .nto the pockets of the land speculators and land owners of Toronto and
vicinity, The astonishing feature of this condition is that we do not realize It But that Is not
all: We are pouring other millions, in a similar way, Into the laps of the land holders in London,
Hamilton, Ottawa ane every other osnter in the . Exaotly similar oon-
ditions exist In each of the other provinces, particularly in the west,

When we blame the middleman, as we so often do, for taking too large a share of the price the
onsumer pays him for owr products we do not realize that he, as well as ourselves, is being squeez-
d by the land monopolist. It is all very simple when once we see it. The wonder is that we

ve not seen it long ago

The city af Toronts occupies 20% square miles of land. That land alone buildings not in-

2, or at the rate of 87,833 an acre. But the land is not assesscd
t more than half its actual value. Not infrequently land in Toronto changes hands at prices
hat exceed its assessment foui and five times and more. Thus it is safe to assume that the sctual

value of the land is at least double its assessment or over $15,000 an acre  But that is the aver:ge

cluded- is essed ar §147 8038

value of the land including that away out on the outskirts, In the business centers it is worth vastly
more. A few of the oholoest lots In Toronto are valued at the rate of $2,000,000 to $6,000,000 an acre.

Our great industrial concerns have to conduct thair business on this high priced land. It oos!
them thousands of dollars to do so, and as far as they are able, they make us farmers pay the piper.

AN ILLUSTRATION OF HOW WE ARE TAXED.

Ilustrate Take the case of a commission merchant. We will assume that he is hand-

on wholesale basis, in a large way. Because of this his warchouses and cold storage

to he located in the commercial center, where they will be convenient to the railways,

fices and other business conveniences. We will assume that his offices and buildings oc

upy re of land valued at 100,000, Because his landlord expects to receive at least six per cent
clear off the value of the land and all taxes, excepting possibly water rates, it means that this
merchant has to pay his landlord approximately 88,000 a year in rent and taxes. (Note.—Were
he pay on farm land value basis, his rent and taxes would be 84 to $8 a year.) That, how-
ever is not all. He has, we will say, to pay $75,000 a year in salaries and wages to his managers,
hook keepers, buyers, salesmen, office staff, warehouse men, drivers and others hese men have to
live in the eity. They have to pay rent for their houses that are based on city values., A warehouse
man or driver receiving $15 a week has to pay at least $16 a month for the rent of his house, This
Is practically one-quarter of all he earns. (Under such conditions do you wonder that the laboring
men in our cities find it hard to make ends meet or that when, through sickness or other cauces
they are unable to pay their rents, they are forced into the slums?) On men drawing larger salaries,
say $1,500 a yi the burden of rent will not fall quite so heavily. They should be able to seocure
homes at a rental of $256 a month or $300 a year. Thus In thelr case the rental tax represents only
one-fifth of all they earn. Just think, however, what that means! It means that there are thousands
upon thousands of men-—most of them with families—in our industrial centers who have to pay
each week or each month, one-quarter to one-fifth of all they earn Into the pockets of éhe land hald-
er who—If he owns enough such land—simply has to draw his rents, or have his agents do It for

him, while he lives In luxury or travels in Europe upon money that the hard-won [

of others.

WHERE WE FARMERS ARE HIT.

But! do you ask, what has that got to do with us farmers? A great deal. Because these
men have to pay such high rentals they have to get wages in proportion In the country districts
they could live in even hetter houses for 84 to 812 2 month. Thus one-half to two-thirds of
what these men pay out In rents goes to pay Interest on our excessive city land values. This rep-
resents from 10 to 16 per cent. off all they earn. Thus 10 to I5 per cent. of the $75,000 a year the
merchant we are talking about, pays out in wages to his employees, Is Immediatsly pald out by them
in turn tn their landlords. This represents another $7,500 to $10,000 a year, or approximately $18,
000 In all that this one merchant has to pay each ysar directly and indirectly to the olty land mo-
nooolists, As far he can, however, he strives to escape that tax by adding a part of the cost to
each dozen of eggs that he sells. This Is where It hits us. It means that we receive just that much
lass for our

But again thig Is not all. The we are about, sells his eggs to the
rotall dealers, that Is the grocers and butchers.. They In turn have to pay thousands of dollars a year
In excessive store and house rents and In unduly high wages to their cmployees. Thus again another
tax Is placed on our eggs as these men sell them, and again we are deprived of that much more of
the selling value of our

THIS TAX I8 ON EVERYTHING.

So far we have talked only about eggs.  The same tax is placed in the same indirect way on not
only everything else that we produce, Including our cheese and butter, oats and hay, pigs and steers,
apples and noultry, that are sold In our groat centers of population, but it Is placed on everything
that we buy that Is manufactured there. This tax to the land monopolist Is concealed In the prioss
we pay for our boots and clothing, our furniture and machinery, our roofing material and buggles,
our groceries and orovisions. We cannot escape It. It sucks a shars of our earnings out of prac-
tically everything we produce or consume, Therefore when times are prosperous and we hear that
Iand values In our cities have been Increased another twenty, fifty, one hundred million dollars,
as they 4o svery few vears, we may take it as falr warning that the land owners and land speoulators
in our towns and nities are Increasing the oost to others of manufacturing the goods we buy and of
selling the products we produce In order that thereby they may be enabled to squeeze a faw million
doliars more out of our pockets, and out of those of the laboring men, for thelr benefit, we may

know also that a few more wealthy people, poss!
bly or i , are being
oreated at our expensa,

There Is a simple remedy. We must aghtate
to have land taxed according (o I's vaiue. Then
the money that now pours into tne nockets of
these oity land holders would be returned to tie
people of the country st large through the taxes
such land would pay. One anre of this oity land
would then often pay as muoch in taxes as many
thousands of acres of farm land. In this way
the weaith that the community at large oreates,
as represonted by city land values, would flow
baok to the people who oreate it, and not go, as
much of it now does, to enrich the already righ.
When we have accomplished this we will have
gone far to have stopped the depopulation of our
rural districts and to .wake farming more pro-
fitable.

The Sanitary Stabiing of Cattle

(Continved from page 3)

warm, close stable is extremely enervating and
tends to lower the vitality of the animal to such
an extent that it cannot throw off disease germs
s0 succossfully as one which is more rugged. Keep-
ing in cool, dry stalles, with daily outdoor exer
cise, is one of the best preventatives of that dre.d
disease, tuberculosis

Light is another important factor towards
maintaining health. Dark stables favor the de-
velopment of disense germs, whereas light (espe-
cially sunlight) is more or less a disinfectant
Just why it is that so many people are afraid to
put large windows in their stables is diffienlt to
understand, unless the small windows are used
in order to save expense. A littlo extra expense
in windows, however, is money well invested, and
if a farmer once had plenty of large windows put
in his stable, 1 ¥ 1 quite sure that he would not
be willing to go back to the dark stable under
any eireumstances

TOO WARM STANLE INJURIOUS TO CALVES

In fact, an animal that is gaining rapidly in
flesh should not be kept in a very warm stable,
for the reason that it will suffer from heat. A
few weeks ago | visited the farm of a very sue-
cossful breeder and feeder of eattle, and I also
found that he had a number of young cattle in
one end of his sheen pen and that his experience
was similar to our own. In fact, a person has
only to try the method I have suggested in order
to be convinced that it is better to give young
cattle a cold building where the air is dry and
fresh than to keep them in a warmor stable

There is, of course, such a thing as going to
extremes, and we have nothing to say in defense
of the man who turns his eattle ont into the barn-
vard and al'ows them to remain there all day
in all kinds of weather. This is not the method
1 have Leen commending, hut what I would espe-
cially urge upon breeders is to give animals pro-
tection from the weather, but along with that
protection give them plenty of fresh air

Dry cold does not injure eattle, but damp, foul
air will sap the vitality of the most rugged an-
imal. If we would bear these two facts in mind
and act accordingly, T believe that we would hear
less about tuberculosis in the herds of this coun-
try. To maintain sanitary conditions in our
stables requires some effort and some exnendi-
ture of money, but there are few things which are
worth having which ean he obtained for nothing

By using good, bright tin buckets. tin sponts,
and using nothing but tin and galvanized uten
sils in the bush, and by keeping everything per
fectly clean and in geod condition, there is no
thing to prevent one from making a first clase
maple syrup and sugar, which will bring the
highest market price.—F. H. Misener, Brome
Co., Que.
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