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The Ark of Jehovah passed over before the people, 
who were to leave the space of two thousand cubits 
between it and them, “ that they might know the 
way by which they must go; for they had not 
passed this way before.” Who indeed had passed 
through death to rise beyond its power, until 
Christ, the true ark of the covenant had opened 
the way ? Man, whether innocent or sinful, could 
do nothing here. But Christ has destroyed all the 
power of death for His people, so far as it is the 
power of the enemy, and the token of his dominion. 
It is now but the witness of the power of Jesus. It 
is indeed death ; but as we have said, it is the death 
of that which fetters us.

But if wo are introduced into a new life which is 
on the other side of death, by the power of the 
Spirit of God, as being dead and risen in Christ, 
there must be the remembrance of that death by 
which we have been delivered from that which is 
on this side of it, of the ruin of man as he now is, 
and of the fallen creation to which he belongs. 
Twelve men, one out of each tribe, were to bring 
twelve stones from the midst of Jordan, from the 
place where the priests feet stood firm with the ark, 
while all Israel passed over on dry ground. The 
Holy Spirit brings with Him, so to speak, the 
touching memorial of the death of Jesus, by the 
mi&hty power of which He has turned all the effect 
of the enemy’s strength into life, and deliverance 
from what could not enter into heavenly things, 
and has laid the basis for our having part in them.


