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THE ANTHEM OF THE ANGELS.
Luke ii. 13, 14,

Two tilings here present themselves—the angel 
who comes to the shepherds of Judea 
to them the fulfilment of the promises of God to 
Isiael ; the choir of angels celebrate in their 
heavenly chorus of praise all the real import of 
this wondrous event.

announces

Unto you,” says the heavenly messenger who 
visits the poor shepherds, “ is born this day in the 
o:ty of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.” 
1 .is was proclaiming good tidings to them and to 
all the people. (Not, as in the authorized version, 
“ all people.”)

»

Hut in the birth of the Son of man, God manifest 
in the lU-.li, the accomplishment of the incarnation 
had far deeper importance than this. The fact 
that this poor Infant was lucre, disallowed and 
left (humanly speaking) to its fate by the world, 

(as understood by the heavenly intelligences, 
the multitude of the heavenly host, whose praises 
resounded at the angel’s message to the shepherds), 
“glory to God in the highest, peace on earth, 
good pleasure (of God) in men.” These few 
words embrace such widely extended thoughts that 
it is difficult to speak suitably of them in a work 
like this ; but some remarks are necessary. First, 
it is deeply blessed to see that the thought of 
Jesus excludes all that could oppress the heart in 
the scene which surrounded His presence on earth.
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