
■ * 3T

37
MEDITATIONS ON THE BOOK OF JUDGES.

(Continued from page 20.)

A Fresh Revival in Israel.

(Chap. x. 6-18.)

The peaceful times of Tola and Jair did not pre­
vent the people from sinking lower and lower. 
The declension increased, and the evil became more 

“ And the children of Israel did evilpronounced.
again in the sight of Jehovah, and served Baalim, 
and Ashtaroth, and the gods of Syria, and the 
gods of Zidon, and the gods of Moab, and the 
gods of the children of Ammon, and the gods of 
the Philistines, and forsook Jehovah, and served 
not Him ” (ver. 6). Never before had such an as­
semblage of false gods been seen in Israel, 
people were wholly given over to idolatry. 
Ammon was raised up as the rod of Jehovah and 
oppressed Gilead eighteen years. He also passed 

Jordan to fight against Judah and Benjamin. 
Then, under the pressure of circumstances, grace 
wrought in the conscience of the people. It is a 
remarkable fact, that, in proportion as apostasy 
approaches its final development, the awakenings 
in conscience became deeper. I do not say that 
they widened. We have but to call to mind the 
song of Deborah, which brought out in the clearest 
light all the privileges of the people of God. 
Israel, at that time, had but a slight sense of their 
responsibility, the conscience of the people was
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