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can never, except under compulsion sit mm tve 1 77 f°r thePurPOses of corn- 
down on equality with other faiths ’ It Loss hie tn'^LP But 11 is a,most im" 
may, within certain limits it must grant a mlstor J h”d 1 f"T who is thoroughly 
contemptuous toleration to men of other Kas nnH TX °Lthe lite" * *h£ 
religions ; it can never will^y ubmi wo k 2 he ,U cst' Thoroughly to 
to accept toleration, or even eoualhv a .2 7 de,ad the ,on« story of the
the hands of those whom it looks on as l un—■x 7w<rhns.tendom and Is-

and Islam, has borne in the general Ids- a l XZtT^’ cla?.s,cal and mediaeval, to 
tory of the world, the more demfly we (del ma\sof ‘>;.thorouSh a vast
the vast importance of a right understand- l,»„ historical literature which has 
mg of the Mahometan history Until we in 1I1 fcurmdated through so many ages 
fully grasp the true nature a^d politioL of °' 2 KaSt Bu‘such
the rival power, whole volumes of Christi- meal • its T lh'S- “ 07to >e had Plece- 
an and European history remain most would « “» all its fulness
imperfectly understood. And the more , paSS the. lonKest life and the
deeply we feel all this, the more deeply Lhe lo^of man Th 'laS eV7 fa,"en to
also we feel the frightful difficulty of get him °If to I on, 77 0 de,votes
ting at a right understanding of the Ma Z! y branch of thc siibject,
hometan history. We sneak from the = USt au col|ltent to take many things atpoint of view o7 Western1 studems anxi who0"^ °n 7 thorny of those
ous, first of all, to understand the history benches6 ‘t’VjfîLth?,bShï8 ‘° °ther 
of a system which has such nowerfnl ef „ i 11 s, rare to find a man to
fects on the history of the system which sill a ,ages °f European history, clas-
forms the subject of our own studies But fim li ir'^'’? and modern> are alike
those who go so far as this cannot fail to m ’ ,a7 “ IS mconce>vable that any 
be anxious also to know someZng for 2 777 able t0 add to this unusual 
its own sake, of a systenTwhich hisser- ZrëTn*^ an>tb'"S
cised so powerful an influence unon the if , 7 mete smattering of the need- 
mind of man : and, if po sible n t  ̂°f the East- if he has
be even more anximis tocLnûnaliveiv B ?°me know,red8e °f d’e chief his-
image of the man who has wrought a of ffiie wdfhTî 7.‘7 ^ mere lack 
greater change in the condition and his c 1 ,B hinder him from gaining the
tory of the world thananymeremorS" uZtT °f kn0WJed«t°f ‘he historical 
But the difficulties which beset 1 Western „ • a*lire contained in them which he has scholar in striving ,0 gaiÎTknowfed, ' fC HeX 2t0ric? °f the
so precious in itself Jd so important for hoTd He w heffor £2,7 7 threS" 
his own purposes, are almost enomrh tn {7 wishes, tor instance to gam a
make him draw b’ack at t e onset% He STS?\ °'0nly of d,c ,ife 
finds a gulf, which it seems hLneless to , 7 °f Mahomet, but of the
think of crossing, between himself and S his system as a reli-
the original authorities on his subject “ the livffi^'^f Cm t He is.told that 
He finds a gulf only less tvide between tn 1 r 8, "I Mahometanism is not
himself and those modern scholars who meLtore-iT 7 olffi’ 7 in.the.c.om- 
have undertaken Eastern subjects a*? set of .the most vicious
who must serve as interpreters between whose^ ! 7° ever dls8raced humanity, 
himself and the original writers of Eastern relir th”* 7'CCt SC<™S t0 have becn t0
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