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ffoddoaa of wisdom and the liberal arts; the lovely 
Vcnur, the alternately reviled and adored goddess of 
loi e. The spring-time was specially sacred to her, 
ftud» ’‘ccordmg to the poet lauvente, is so still, for—

“ In the «priug a livelier iris changes on the burnished 

In the springy young men's fancy lightly

out his sinews, Mercury stole the sinews from the 
giant and restored them to Jupiter again. Of course, 
merchants, I had nothing to do with selecting your 
mlhe ' lvlIllt-v'aI"l have no responsibility, whatever,

Of course, I take it for granted that there wae no 
superfluous deity. Now, there were two goddesses of 
revenge or retribution, Ate and Nemesis; and, yet, 

Then there is Aurora, goddess of mornin" and Nov !,',T “■ïelj0',’ a god wlu,3° »Pcci»l duty it is to 
the sable goddess of night ; Vesta, goddess of the I V 8 lg!llt‘d loX°- 1 ™ce wondered whether Ate heart,i, no statue gracing her temple, but her Tviii" „f , Ae,ne»'s were kept so busy with ordinary matters 
symbol, the eternal lire upon her altar, tollin'- of the tlilu®'1 ,hat ‘'"’■f ?ould not deal with those who 
light and warmth of home life ; Mars and llcllona u *° remprocatc ‘he tender passion; but a mo­
tile god and goddess of war, and I>ax, the god of the !?»'. aw r°V°alr the 1<”ls0”' 11 lil!8 ia 
peace—god and god dm of war-nod of peace • fall Nemee1?’for their visitations we ald
Apollo, god ot divination and president of the muses ■ °n!'re,->'upon lhclr ,mmdMlc «inters ; man
' 11 cj™. the god of lire, and Pluto, the ruler of Hades I! V “i C0ur'8’. reciprocating all the aifoetion 
Itself. And we should not forget Mercury who tUi *f,tow,ld“Pon|,-''r. “”d it could not bo expected 
hgures about as frequently as any of the gods’ He 1 ^ ",lh tho oll8nde» with suflicient
™ thc“ messenger, and himself the god of merchants nejessar.1/ °nd 8'"'!erlty- A “k god was, therefore, 
and commerce. Merchants, as a class are of course îl * to properly avenge unrequited love, 
a most highly estimable portion of tho community’ ,Xf“ot,Pret8!ld';d to run over the deities in any-
but, as a rule, they are rather prone to cliicy a joke mthfr ™°iÂr0.n° °gl™1 ordeIl indeed, I have alto- 
at the expense of other classes who do not enjoy the fnd Zn n®1 tî-?le“,t,,on some of the most ancient 
good fortune to he merchants. The unhappy medical uJS ’n- ,Tlle olde8t ot 0,1 tho gods war Chaos, 
profession, sons of Æsculapius, and even some other fatheïéfT <?,u6l“8a,ld r=ra producing Saturn, tho 
extremely honest classes, are frequontiv made the h ° JtP'ter, Neptune, ami Pluto. In this ad- 
targets vl their trenchant wit. In ’their pleasantries f Centl?rjr lllero llre many who have
there sometimes lies a covert suggestion that their Pna *7* i° ^ 18 Ulelr divinity, as though, hav-
brethren of the clergy, and of meSne, and of law hl^‘ed 11,6 '“"'P1?*8 <*««»<* existence and 
do not live with an eye single lo the good of human- principlcs. y Wel'° 00,,lP8ll8d to fal1 hack upon first
frLdyLeûngTtcr tt^Lo^W „nf£ '«-*¥ »• deities, . must mention

debned, it becomes expedient to enquire Vw Me, before h!tl 1°»^“iT” 1,oprul"r t0"di'y lhan 8v,'r 
miry came to he the god of merchant,." Some pretend Sod of ïvi 1th Ï “ ■ üry" ’ rff"t ,0 I’lul“8- ">8 
it was because, with winged feet, he went from uln™ mJLn Ï . th" .IIc 18 represented as lame in his op­
to place on errands for his brother divinities’ hut P™'0’1; but. as winged in his departure. Many will 
tins is a most unsatisfactory solution for it is evident l,7°8J™ uX-1118 description. Jupiter is said lo that he must have been Selected o’n account of h S sf&ÜT.0' ”ght- h8 ^ht distribute 
principal characteristic. Now, beyond the possibility mériter ,7 lth.0Vl any r„88?rd to tho merits or de- 
ol a doubt, his principal characteristic was that lie reflection toù*‘mhUt‘' ’,’ns “ th” m08t eomforting 
stoic everything that came within I,is roach It was whim it. ‘ l' “ro not P088™ed of his bounty, 
according to tile most authentic accounts, only a few thti ln T wh° I™' wdl’ 1 SUPP0S8> probably reason 
hours alter ins birth that he displayed this distiLuish- tn l. ll T''4 T u"y th° god Plutus has 
mg propensity, lor, escaping fromhis cradle, h°stole hia°vLm - S8898.9’ ?nd that “>» ht does not pay 
some of Apollo', oxen, and drove them off to Pvloe he h, l .'“d,scrim,nalely as he used to. While 
Apollo, being the god of divination, of course de’ there ,? .d8TOl°dly worshipped by tho multitude, 
tected him at once. Mercury's poor, distracted mothoi îrèroins ? Wlde 8Pread feeling that his lameness in 
pointed to the babe in the cradle as incunable of sud, al !V“S.1S “ “fiions defect in a peculiarly fast ago, depredation, but Apollo, nevertheless’ hilled him meins ofTT""’vf ,i8.taxed 10 Pr°vide mtlfiSL 
boiore Jupiter, wlien tho young thief hooelesslv enr lla,t8I1,1“g his halting approach. Too many
... red, ,0 charmed Apollo byTying upoVÆX » n ‘hems=lv=s-4ru,, I am engaged in
had constructed with a tortoise shell, that Apollo let bit if iTb'd’ “ us8ful'.aDd a necessary occupation, 
him keep the oxen. Now, Mercury maintained the il™ 1 P,1, Para“8 i1 steadily as 1 have begun, 
reputation this incident gave him to the very end of will nn/ °f n'ealtli, with ilia measured tread, 
his history. Yon remember ho stole Vulcan7, tool! îl L . ™“h me, f“ ,8"' ‘«'“y. nr thirty year,." 
lie stole the trident from Neptune ; ho stol! tile d!r,rt,Vmi ““ ““y118’880,"!8 “training, in almost every 
qu.ver and arrows from Apollo fh, robbed Venn, of l'ZîemÜ "Cql"r“ Wmlth ™ d8fia““ »f hw of

peculations of m Jd’eriTtimM1, heTvMrtZ thî rentre in lllûrêT ™U“try,1,ike oure- when naturel increment

....... swift

turns to

wm


