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ality is nut insurable. A life somewhat impaired 
through defective lamily history or by individual 
weakness or disease, 11 mat 11 le at the same tune is 
a productive life, is insurable at .1 price. All of 
which brings us back to the same conclusion, if., 
life insurance is a great social plan wlucn merges 
the individual into the mass, and puts behind the 
frailty of man standing alone the immeasurable 
strength of men standing together.

* *

the individual man emerged, until a society
the idea that all authority is

was
organized based .
derived from the i>cople. life insurance could only 
operate imperfectly. This explains the tremendous 
growth of life insurance 111 the United States.

The basis of life insurance is the social obliga­
tion of every individual. Arriving at maturity, 
every man in this country at least—assumes cer­
tain relations to society. Of necessity lie begins 
adult life in debt, lie is socially 111 debt,

what his wealth may he If lie dies pre- 
maturely, having dune no particular work and 
having accumulated nothing himself, lie dies in 
debt, lie has been nurtured and trained under 
social processes which have been evolved by past 
generations, lie has been the beneficiary of con­
ditions to the creation of which he did not con­
tribute. The one thing necessary for him, rich or 
poor, in order to pay that debt, is tunc; and time 
is the thing lie is least sure of. Ills obvious obliga­
tion to his wife and children, if he is fortunate 
enough to have them, stirs him to action if lie acts 
at all; but his ultimate liability is to general 
society, and the ultimate effect of bis act when lie 
insures his life is the liquidation, in part at least, 
of the obligation which 
he owes to his fellow citizens. 
pur[x>sc of all life insurance.

The Moral Hazard.

on

in.
LOCOMOTIVE ENGINEER'S DEATH. 

Judgment of Quebec Court of Appeal» nunln.t Iniur-
Sur-

matter

CircumstancesCompany- Curiousanco 
rounding Death.

In the Quebec Court <>f Appeals judgment has 
been given in the ease of the Dominion of ( anada 
Guarantee & Accident Insurance Company, of lor- 
onto, (defendant 111 the court below), apiiellant, and 
McKercher (plaintiff in the court below), rescin­
dent. This was an appeal from a judgment de­
livered in the Montreal Superior Court 111 June, 19to, 
by Judge Davidson.

The facts of the case, according to an official 
report of the case, as set out in the judgment 
apjxxilcd from, were as follows ; - Plaintiff alleges 
that on the 2jrd February, 11/13, the defendant 
issued a jxilicy in favor of the late Daniel McKer­
cher, plaintiff's husband, in bis lifetime, of Mont­
real, locomotive engineer, in the employ of the 

Life insurance can lie and is used to protect Canadian Parific Railway with his headquarters at 
credit and property ; but as s.*.n as a life insurance Medicine Hat, NAV.l., whereby it insured * 
contract departs materially from the social basis, for $->,<4hi, payable to plaintiff in lie even of bis 
what is known as moral hazard immediately ap- death ; that on the 20th June, K/'j, lie died through 
pears Therefore, every sound Company gives the bodily injuries sustained through external, violent 
most careful consideration to the economic and and accidental means at a point on said railway 
social value of the life of the applicant. A man of about two tittles east of Regina; that defendant 
small imiiortance .11 the community, with no con- duly received notice of said death and a claim 
sirlcrable earning capacity, could not get insurance therefor; that plaintiff s domicile has been and is 
for any c- dcrablc sum. The beneficiary under m this city where defendant has an office and pro- 
a policy lnw.st entirely determined by social perty. I’lamtill prays for a judgment for $-\ooo. 
laws. I h: .ted amount of insurance is written in 1 Defendant by its amended plea, alleges that it is 
the interest of creditors, but applications for such admitted that the death of Mi Ken her occurred at 
insurant® are always scanned with the utmost care, or near the jH.int stated, and that one of the con- 
and, except where the relation of debtor and cred- ditums of the jioltcy is as follows : 
itor is absolutely clear and entirely legitimate, no "H any injury, fatal or otherwise, lie caused 
responsible institution will issue its contract. ' directly or indirectly by or through any of the fol-

Primarilv life insurance is a co-operative plan to , lowing causes, then it is expressly agreed ny the 
meet the default involved in the premature death j parties hereto that the Companys li.ibilitj sh.ill 
of productive lives. A non-productive life is not ' be a sum equal to one-twentieth of the prin- 
propcrlv insurable. A life stamped with imtnor- 1 cij»a 1 sum, fixed indemnity, or weekly indemnity,

as a citizen of the country 
This is the high
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