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Then rant unto them Peter - ul John, 
v. 14. For lung a hud been raid, "The 
Jew» iiuve no dealing» with the Humur- 
Hune." Rut the love of Chrlet make» 
llioee who were onto vnvmlv» helper» 
une of a lother. Two brother» had 
uuarrekd, and for twenty year» never 
•poke to each other. One of them hail 
prospered, the other had suffered ro­
ver .es, »o that their home» were very 
unlike. Coming from the mrrket the 
|H>or brother hud to pu»» the 1 -ie home 
of the other one, und often h. felt lie 
wua being «corned und deeplwvd by the 
owner of that home. One winter day 
lie wus taking home a load, and hi» 
leant etuck In the drift vloee to ht» 
brother's home. After he had tried In 
vain to get them out. lie raw III» broth­
er coming with hi» team. "Will you 
allow me to help you now, and a» long 
a* 1 live?" raid he. "I am a > anged 
man, und 1 want to be a real brother to 
you. Will you allow me?" "Oh, my 
brother," was the answer, "I, too, have 
been changed, and I have been praying 
for thl» hour to come." And there In 
the storm they became brethren indeed.

Simon offered them money, raying, 
<llve me also this power, vs 18, 19.
There are some who think that money- 
can procure every advantage. Car­
lyle Halil, "To a shower of gold most 
thing» are penetrable." Most thing», 
hut not the best thing». A man cannot 
buy with money a trained mind. Gold 
can buy libraries, but libraries unread 
are like mummy wheat In the tomb» of 
Pharaoh. Gold con go far to giving 
succès», but tncre comes a point where 
It* helping power fall*. Esteem and 
love are obtained by goodness and hon­
esty and kindness. When the last 
dread hour cometh. money 1» miserably 
weak. On his death bed. Cardinal 
Beaufort, elghty-flve years old. ex­
claimed. "Why should I die. having so 
much riches? If the whole realm 
would save my life, 1 am able by policy 
to get It. or by riches to buy It. Fie. 
will not death be hired, or will money- 
do nothing?"

Pay the Lord (Rev. Ver.), v. 22. A 
man who denied that there was a. God 
and tried to win his friends over to his 
belief, was brought one day face to face 
with death. There seemed no escape 
for him. No human hand could help.
In an agony of earnestness he lifted his 
eyes to heaven and cried aloud In the 
hearing of many who stood about him, 
"My Ood. help me." The danger pass­
ed, and the man became an earnest 
Christian, praying to God every day. 
We are ready enough to pray, when 
some great need of help presses In up­
on us. But, though we often forget It. 
every hour Is with us an hour of need 
Without God’s help we could not draw 
the next breath or lift our hand to the 
next task. We shall always be weak 
unless we lay hold on His strength, Ig­
norant unless filled with Ills wisdom.

In the gall of bitterness, and In the 
bond of Iniquity, v. 23. The story Is 
told of a tyrant who ordered one of his 
subjects Into his presence and 
manded him to go and make a chain.

He gave him no money tv purchase the 
material, but ordered him to make the 
chain.
und, at last, canu with the chain. The 
tyrant told him to go and make It a» 
long again. The man obeyed, and 
told the third time to guund add to the 
chain. Hu he worked hard and after 
some mon.n» came with It. Tuen the 
tyrant called hl» «lave», and told them 
Ui bind the man in the chain lie had 
made and cast him Into prison, 
sinner serves a tyrant, who makes Ills 
servants forge chains of habits and 
then imprisons them.

Pray ye for me (Rev. Ver.), v. 24. 
God i» very attentive to our 
for others. A father learned this trutu 
for hlmeelf from hi» children.
Ills boy came asking him eoniv favor, 
IH» father love disposed him to gram 
his child's request, and send the lad 
away happy with the thing he wanted. 
One day, however, the aamc boy came 
with tho story of another child's need 
and mit cry, and asked hi* father to 
help that other one. The pleading was 
Sincere, and. us the father listened, his 
heart swelled with pleasure, while with 
a liberal hand he answered III» boy's 
prayer for another. So It I» with our 
prayers. When wo come to God, He 
hears with «pedal delight prayer which 
rise* for another's good.

LIGHT FROM THE EAST.
The man tolled and worked. H> Rev. Ja». Rush, D.U.

Simon Magus — Was a Humurltun 
from Gittu, near Xublu», 
learned the art of magic1 in Alexandria. 
He aided Felix

und hud

to obtain DrustJlu, 
yuven of tintera, and after III* rejection 
und cxpoMure by Peter went to Rome, 
where he created quite a sensation by 
teaching III* mixture of magic und uri- 
• ntul philosophy. He was the lirai of 
the Gnoatlcs, a religious sect 
flourished from the first to the sixth 
century A.U., and attempted to graft 
the Muglun urt of wonder-working und 
the Gnostic philosophy on Christianity. 
He hud added to the language of the 
church the

Tin

pruyeis

Winn word "simony," which 
mean» the buying or selling of a spir­
itual office.

Laying on Hands.—When u Itomun 
free a slave, hemarier wishes to 

br< uglit him before a magistrate, and 
tin attendant called llctor laid his rod* 
on Ills head, declaring that he 
free man. The muster meanwhile held 
the slave, and after the llctor hud fin­
ished, he said, "I wish this man to be 
free," turned him round und let him 
go. This symbolic act was often used 
In Israel. The high priest laid hi» 
hands on the head of the scapegoat und 
confessed the sin of Israel, and thus 
transferred It. The offerer laid his 
hum] on his thunkolferlngs und peace 
offerings to transfer them to Jehovah, 
und the representations of the other 
tribes thu.i designated the tribe of Levi 
to act for them.

JESUS CHRIST'S IDEAL WOMAN.

We all have our ideaJ» for life, and 
they vary widely. But Chriet sets be 
fore ua mi ideal which is all inclusive, 
holding in its breadth all the beet alt 
irents that are in the ideals we make 
for ourselvea.
to myself what Christ's ideal 
would be like.

rQA- would ilw perfectly true. There 
«'*uld be no deception or insincerity in 
her. In every relation o< life she would 
he found faithful.

She would be perfectly pure, not only 
in deed and word, but in thought and

THE PRESENCE OF GOD.

"The practice of the pre>ence of Uoo 
tho hast rule of a holy life" is all but 
an ancient eaying. A le»~ antiquated 
author ha.i lakl: "There is not in the 
world a kind of life more sweet and 
delightful that that of a continual con­
versation with God. 
comprehend it who practice and ex 
1-erience." “How can I do tliis grea* 
u i< kediiH-H and sin against God,’* the 
exclamation of Joseph in a great temp­
tation to a great .sin, involved no doubt, 
the idea that if he yielded then he 
must sin in the presence of God. Every 
place ie made a holy place as God’s pre 
ranee makes place» only, 
wavering consciousness that life is 
«pent hour l»y hour in the presence of 
God is purifying and brightening and 
a source of exquisite joy in the heart. 
It ie for tlie saint an inspiration to 
courageous struggle, unfaltering loyal 
tv in witness -bearing, and at last gl<-r 
*ou.s victory. I^et it t>e tried.—Free by 
isrian Standard.

have Hied <o picture
woman

Those only can

•She would put herself last.
Iieart Chriet would be on the throne and 
self on the cros*. Self-control would 
ta-ke the place of self-will.

She would l>e servioeful. Her hands 
would reach out in loving helpfulness to 
every needy, suffering soul with whom 
she came in touch, and no service would 
lie too slight.

She would lie clothed with humility. 
No pride or self conceit would mar the 
beauty of the tiling» ehe did.

She would be gentle in speech. From 
her lips would come no eliarp words to 
wound the hearts that were nearest and 
dearest to lier.

Ah# would l>e personally attractive. 
She would glorify her Master by prov­
ing that lie oan make his followers beau 
ti/ul witli u more than earthly fairness.

She would lie popular. But the hoets 
of friend* whom she would draw would 
not stand between her and her Lord. 
Rather, she would draw them nearer 
Him.

The

I

A PRAYER.

O Lord, we have not come to the 
n mint that might be touched and that 
burned with fire, hut we have come 
unto M<mnt Zion, the city of the liv­
ing God. and unto the blood of Jesus. 

Fhe would love pleasure, knowing that Hy that holy sacrifice we have all
Christ would wish her to lie happy. But tliiuga that are good, the nourishment
her good times would be of such a of our soul, and the education of all
kind that Christ could be a sharer our equities, and our preparation for
in them. all things yet to come. Without the

More than all, she would be perfectly <vo*s we have nothing. With Thy cross
Thou Son of God, we have all things, 
and we ebe-und. Amen.
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So «he would walk triumphantly the 
Way of the Holy Cross, glorious hi 
her diacipleahip and crowned with the 
more than royal crown that He sliall 
give to those who overcome.—M.D.H., in 
Philadelphia West mi lister.

Nets 8: 14-26. Commit to 
H. 14. Study Acts 8. 4-26. Golden Text 
—The people with one accord

memory vs.

Not until we know all Uiat God know# 
can we eslimate to the full the power 
and the sauredness of some one life 
whkh may eeem the humblest in the 
world.—John Ruekin.

gave
heed unto those thing* which Philip 
spake, hearing and seeing the miracles 
which he (lid —Acte 8:6.


