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of the room. They had previously withdrawn, and 
|-ut over their |«lty dresses queer I«n.king old 
shawls, and cuveretl their chestnut-brown curls w tli 
odd linking lonnets tied under the chin. lien a 
cu|i°f tea was given to each, and looking intently

rz;

Che Ingknook another, slowly stirring their tea meantime, 
exclaimed in a high-pitched voice, “ You <lon’t 

My so!" whercu|Kin our hostess inquired, 
tell what these girls represent ?" and a

“ Who 
numlier

of voices replied, “Gossip." At this answer the 
girls rose, and laughingly threw aside their shawls 
and hats.Mivlhi Washington’» Valentine.

Il\ r.MXIA.1. 11 * A Y.
muclied pleased Ucaitse he danced with 
era I times. Then the youngest l»oy took one of the chair 

made vacant liy the girls. After seating himself, it 
noticed that he put a hig coat over his lap, and 

making a great sh * of threading his needle, lie 
diligently sewed on a In*ton. Ami the hostess 

ceil- asked, “ What does Charley represent ?” The 
tury costumes ; my dress was of the finest white children could hardly reply for laughing, ft r the l>oy
mull, as fine as a spider's well and embroidered looked so demure and industrious ; hut after
with lilivs-of-tk'.valley. Tin- U.ys’ clothes were in int's hesitation there came the vigorous answer, 11 A
exact copy of old l.nglish gentlemen, anil they wore bachelor."
queues tied with black ri Id mils, wide ruffled shirt Then Aunt Charlotte, an old negro
front*, short breeches and knee buckles. The dec- tered ; she pretended to lie a fortune teller. And I
orations were clalmratc - pink roses and rosebuds in afterwards learned her coming had lieen all arranged
solid banks of lavishness. Indeed, the large square *»>’ the hostess, to whom I had lieen foolish enough
rooms seemed transformed into flower-gardens. to tell of the advent of my valentine.
One exquisite effect was produced with magnolia 
leaves and wax candles. These leaves formed a 
cornice to the drawing room ceiling, and the candles 
wire so deftly placed that only the lighted 
were seen. They shone like stars on
night, for the dark green gloss on the large leaves '* Well, stand up," was my agitated reply, “and
acted as reflectors, while suspended from the ceil- explain what you in an."
ing's centre were several rows of pink satin sash 
rihlmn, each piece hanging so gracefully that when count." 
the ends were fastened, almut four feit Ik-Iow the 
cornice, the ceiling was as effective and lieautiful as 
the most critical could desire. When each end was 
fastened there was a large bunch of magnolia leaves 
and candles assimilating a side-chandelier, end in 

dey here" ,lu‘ cin,rc "f veiling their were magnolia leaves 
in profusion.

Hut I was talking almut my valentine party, 
talking I'robahly lucause the fete of St. Valentine In-longs

with Mrs. < •eiu-ral \\ ashington one Felniary evening, to m arly every country, and since the fifteenth cen-
whvi, one „f ihv nmnlxr suddenly inquire,.............>id tnryil wx. exceedingly l„ in Fi,gland an,I
yov evei get a valu,tine- from the Preside,..'" Franc., Ik- girl, were asked to wex. fifteenth

To which came tile ready reply, “Of course I 
did! " as a conscious smile rippled over the still 
lieautiful though now elderly face.

“ -^n,l 'I'd you ever go to a Valentine party w hen 
you were a girl ?"

‘‘Why, of course I did," and Mrs. Washington 
straighented her-* If more particularly in lier high 
hacked chair.
“Oil, do tell lis all almut it !"
And as she rcs|mndcd with a most indulgent 

'mû- • ll*ey gathcie-d close to hear. And this is the 
story she told :

A group of meny girls and Imys

a mom

woman, en.

She approached me first, and prostrated herself, 
•rce downwards, on the floor. “ Why Aunt Char­
lotte !" I exclaimed, “doget up."

* honey, I never specs to see de grades' 
lady in dc Inn'. "

l( night in old Virginia w lien, for the enter- 
visiting friends, grandmother laid 

aside lut knitting ami glided slowly, statelily, 
grace I ally around the room. She was dancing the

tamnunt < f
a summer

Vnv\|K-ctedly my maid entered, I waring a tray 
on which was a white envelope sealed with rose- 
Col< -red

“ Bless <le chile I lovi. to think I'in

imprinted with a “ I lurry !" was my impatient exclamation, “I 
can t wait. Ami all my young friends were gimqied 
close around, zealously listening for what the old 
creature was almut to say.

'Iwut lure."

laughing cupid. I 
was much eiiil>arta»Hcd at receiving this Ik-fore so 
many enriuu- eyes, and warnmgly hmktd at the 
girl, but it xvas txvo late ; indeed, lu-r ready words 
made me e-itly the mure coiisj icuous. 

vr to v. atch, 1 ase
“ I you"! make- the grandes’ marriage

“ I .mu
•writ!i a iukI of Iwr head in the visitors' direction

yung missis quid !" Xu xtx.nel ... I in the- .hawing .............|„n „,y
. T*-' ,1... ,mgl„ 1. cm,.- .« g.,m,l„n„ I friend (i.rerg. Washington galUnlly ad* anted xml
I ‘.M 7' c,1rra‘‘e Mu,n 'xgged mt- ................ ll„ liunur uf Iking hi, yntlner
" 1 Snig , Mill I lanlalinn ? and the girl lit, A It, minute» lnl„, ,,ul hostess

the r-jom to aiKpiirv.
It was St Valentine’s eve, 

this h.autiful valentine- f„r beautiful I knew it 
— notwithstanding that as yet the seal remained 
fasten, d ?

“Whom will I marry?" 
though

were my
i venturesome weirds.

Why tie young mars’ who suit you de valen-

suddenly lime I 1 W"S lir,nokt<l ***** my*clf that 1 could have 
in wit,i fleecy white stair, xnangled whi," »»W“ U“,ugh after all, i, was ,
v """■ .he gn.ld.-s luve, he, mother cxpUike-d. ™ •« »■ Valentine-, nigh,
Sh, sang a sung alreul valentines ■ then t.kinu a «™l >hu» hnv,ngdad,le,l „,y fnlurv, Aunt Charlotte

i iii . . ‘ k k hurriedly turned to another, and yet another, as
gdd.d hash..,, and tuque ting through the drawing ghl, Irey, pressed f,„«aid ft., rhei, ,„m
............... ""'s1 grac. hd ,,f steps she gnu a tnlen- When she readmit (leoig, Wasldngtnn -I listened
line tu each guest. Then she has gracefully with- ckwely. She tuld him he would ride in a cuacl,
ri"" n,"l '•*! *t*d that 1 we've nuver seen sich wonilrous
A f«w moments later a imisieian’s voice called time as 'Mars (lcorgc,llhav\"

“( hiN.se- your partner by matching valentines;" When tin- fortune telling was concluded, I learned 
and thus again George Washington advanced, ami ,lial '* wns already considerably beyond the time to
finding that his valentine really was the exact cenm sti,rt and therefore s|ieedily made my adeux
terpart of mine-, we walked to our places in the now a few minutes later found me in our high stepped
rapidly forming minuet, and afterwards, we marched “miag.- rapidly rolling out of the Oakland grounds,
togt lli.-r iq. anil down the itmms and through the “ Anil thus ended the episode which 
wide halls to sup|>cr.

And wlm hail sent

Would I o|ieti it Ix-f re all these gue sts, 
or would I make excuse and go in hiding?

(irnndiiH,tlur settled ihe 11 in st ion by inquiring, 
Many s the one I gut when I“ \ nicotine, dearie

was a girl."
“ I sup|nsi you did, i.randma, fur you’ve told 

you were much like your old friend Madam Ball - 
aml she was a great Ik-I le and tlieii e-uiitinuing,
foolish child that I was, with a quick rush uf the red 
hlimd all uve r my face, even to the roots of my hair 
“ I've heard tu that her daughter, when at 
was just tin comeliest maiden

promised
to tell y.»u," said Martha Washington, the w ife of 
the Com mander-in Chief of the Continental

my age 
possible—so moelest,

so sensible ami loving, with bail resembling flax, After suppef we played several 
and cliceks like May-blossoms. which represented prominent characters, and

These words caused grandmother tu come closer not so prominent-for example, making believe we 
and, scrutinizing my face, she asked, ‘ Why what's were eair own mothers and fathers. In this way 
put Mary Hall in your bead, child? and, not wait- Col. Hall, of Iamcaster, who was (.age­
ing for reply, adeled. “Non cannot deceive your Washington's gramlfatlwr, was taken, and Augustine
old grandmother; you might as well give up now as Washington, hU father. George Washington him- “ Oh what a lovelv nartv ... ,

Um; ; ' !...... "• .............I- .h, character „f ,i4£ X I look fm, ily "f 2174 .ixZre
valentine while l.mkmg ;,t the gioup of visitons, the character of Ik tty Washington, his sister. But

she tantali/mgly said, ‘ ( >pen it dearie and see some of the other Imys andgirls preferred represent-
what ( .eorgv has sent you”

This w as too much and I flvel I rum therooni.
Grandmother was right, and I knew it, for I

and I'resident of the United States, to the French 
officer IK.- Grasse at the Peace Hall given in Kred- 
ericksburg

games, one uf

“ Pardon, madam ; not ended, but rather iK-gun," 
was the courtly resp.iise.

And why
couldn’t we re|Kat it now ?" was the immediate 
question.i ing Sir Walter Raleigh, Jx.rd l airfax, Governor 

Dinwiddie, Miss Burney, Hannah Ball, who married 
was Raleigh Travers, of the same blood as Sir Walter 

learning to know George Washington’s handwriting, Raleigh, and other titled gentlemen and 
and I was already planning how I would tease him 
when we nut at the party tu lie given the following 
evening at the Oakland*, to which home 
both invited.

“ Indeed I shall," said one uf the girls.
“ My very next party will lie an old Virginia 

evening - dresses.
Round Talile.

” L
games and all."-Ilarpr’s

women.
Those who were to lie guessed decided lor them­
selves who the *-would be. Then all the> Wireless telegraphy is to lie employed 

the IXjverCalii. and the Knlkrtnnc Bonite l«>a!» 
from » central station at Iluvet, «litre a |«le will 
lx- erected. The mast* of the Irntts will suffice for 
the oilier end of Ihe circuit. The system will then 
lx extended viol,ably to the Dover Ostcnd treats,

at once onwe were guests asked questions to which correct
given. If the- name was not guessed within five min- 

a wedding at our house ; utes, it had to lie told, for longer than five minutes, 
a cousin of my mother s was the bride, ami such a made the game too tedious, 
gay time as this excitement had lirough ! George 
Washington was

answer was

There hail lately I Ken

This game was followed by another, which 
k-gun by two of the girls taking seats in the middleamong the guests, ami

- 5;
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