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Martha Washington’s Valentine.
BY EMMA 1. GRAY,

A group of meny girls and boys were talkir
with Mrs. General Washington one Febuary evening,
when one of the number suddenly inquired : *“Did
you ever get a valentine from the Presi

To which came the ready reply, ** Of course |
did!™ asa conseious smile rippled  over the still
heautiful though now elderly f;

“And did you ever go to a Valentine party when
you were a girl 2"

*Why, of conrse T did,” and Mrs Washington
straighented herself more particularly in- her high-
backed chair

SO0 do tell us all about it ¢

And as she responded with a most indulgent
smile, they gathered close to hear,  And this is the
story she told :

Tt was night in old Virginia when, for the enter
taiment of our visiting friends, grandmother laid
aside her koitting  and gl

slowly, statelily,
gracclully around the room.  She was dancing the
minuct

Unexpectedly my maid entered,

wing a tray
on which was a white envelope sealed with  rose

colored wax imprinted  with a laughing cupid. 1
was much e

artassed at reeciving this before so
many curious cyes, and warningly looked at the
s but it was two late tindeed, her ready words

ue enly the more conspicuous
$T e rtovatch, Fase uver sence dey here”
=with a nod of her head in the visitors' direction
w—tt s ng
Fearing she might become more  garrulous, 1
hurriedly asked,

isn

s "Us quiet

Naney, did the carriage retum
from the King's Mill Plantation 2" and the gitl left
the room to anquire,

It was St Valentine's eve,  And who |
witiful valenting

d sent

1

thi

for beautiful T knew it was

that as yet the seal remained un-

fasten Wauld Topen it bef re all these guests,

or would T make excuse and go in hiding ?
Grandmothor scttled the question by inquiring,
, dearic Many's the one T got when |

woyou did, Grandma, for you've tohd
you were much dike your ol friend  Madam -
and she was agreat belle ;" and  then continuing,
quick rush of the red
blood all over my face, even to the roots of my  hair

foolish child that T was, with

“T've heard to that her daughter, when at my age
was just t

comeliest maiden possible—so modest,
50 sensible

Wl doving, with hair resembling flax,
and checks like May-blossoms

These words caused grandmother to come closer
and, scrutinizing my face, she asked, ¢ Why what's
put Mary Ball in your head, child?" and, not wait-
ing for reply, added, “You cannot  deceive your
old grandmather ; you might as well give up now as
at any other time 3" and pomting to the still unupen-
ed valentine. while looking at the group of visitoss,
she tantalizingly said, *Open it dearie and see
what George has sent you.”

This was too much and I fled from the room.

Grandmother was right, and I knew it, for [ was
learning to know George Washington's handw riting,
and I was already planning how T would tease him
when we met at the party to be given the follow ing
evening at the Oaklands. to which home we were
both invited.

There had lately heen a wedding at our house ;
a cousin of my mother’s was the bride, and such a
gay time as this excitement had brough ! George
Washington was among the guests, and T was

muched pleased becanse he danced  with me sev-
cral times,

But Twas talking about my valentine party.
Probably because the fete of St. Valemine belongs
to nearly every country, and since the fifteenth  cen-
turyit was exceedingly popular in England  and
France, the girls were asked 1o wear fifteenth  cen-
tury costumes : my dress was of the  finest  white
mull, as fine as a spider’s web and  embroidered
with lilies-of the-valley.  The boys clothes were in
exact copy of old English gentlemen, and they wore
quenes tied with black  ribbons,  wide rufled  shirt
fronts, short breeches and knee buckles. T

dec-
orations were claborate - pink roses and  rosebuds

solid barks of lavishness.  Indeed, the large square

rooms seemed  transformed into - Aower-gardens.
One exquisite efteet was produced  with magnolia
feaves and wax candles. These leaves formed a
cornice to the drawing room ceiling, and the candles
wore so deftly placed that only the lighted tapers
were seen. They shone like stars on a summer
night, for the dark green gloss on the large leaves
acted as reflectors, while suspended from  the ceil-

ing's contic were several rows of pink  satin - sash
tibbon, cach picee hanging so graccfully that when
the ends were fastened, about four fect below  the
cornice, the eeiling was as effective and beautiful as
the most eritical could desire. When each end was
fastencd there was a large bunch of magnolia le
and candles assimilating a side-chande

and in
the centre of the ceiling their were magnolia leaves
in profusion.

No sooner was in the drawing  room, than my
friend George Washington gallanlly advanced and
begged me o do him the honor of being his partner,
A few minutes later, out hostess suddenly appeared

in soft, flecey white stuff, with spangled wings, as
ined.
She sang a song about valentines ;3 then taking a
gilded hasket, and coquetting through the  drawing
room inthe most graceful of steps she gave a valen-
tine to cach guest. . Then she has gracefully  with-
drew.,

Venus, the goddess of Tove, her mother exp

A few moments  late Vs voice called
*Choose your  partner by matching valentines ;
and thus again George Washington  advanced, and

finding that his valentine really was the exaet coun

terpart of mine, we walked 1o our places in the now
rapidly forming minuet, and afterwards, we marched
together up and - down the rooms - and through  the
wide halls to supper,

After supper we played several  games, one of
which represented prominent ¢l aracters, and some
not so prominent = for example, making believe we
were our own mothers  and fathers.  In this way,
Col.  Ball, of Lancaste r, who was George
Washington's grandfather, was taken, and Augustine
Washington, his father, George Washington  him-
self took the character of George T, while [ took
the character of Betty Washington, his sister.  But
some of the other boys and girls preferred represent-
ing Sir Walter Raleigh, Lord Fairfax, Governor
Dinwiddie, Miss Burney, Hannah Ball, who married
Raleigh Travers, of the same blood as Sir Walter
Raleigh, and other titled gentlemen  and  women,
Those who were to be guessed  decided for them-
selves who they would  be.  Then all  the
guests asked questions to which correct answer  was
given.  If the name was not guessed within five min-
utes, it had to be told, for longer than tive minutes,
made the game too tedious.

This game was  followed by another, which was
begun by two of the girls taking seats in the middle

of the room.  They had ey iously withdrawn. and
put over their pretty  dresses queer-looking  old
shawls, and covered their chestout-brown curls with
vdd-looking honnets tied under the chin.  ~ hen a
cup of tea was given to each, and looking intently
at one another, slowly stirring their tea  meantime,
one exclaimed in a high-pitched voice, * You don't
say so!" whereupon our hostess inquired, “Who
can tell what these girls represent 2 and 2 number
of voices replied, *““Gossip.” At this answer the
girls rose, and laughingly threw aside their shawls
and hats,

Then the youngest  boy took one of the chair
made vacant by the girls,  After scating  himself, it
was noticed that he put a big coat over his lap, and
making a great sho v of threading his needle, he
diligently sewed on a botton.  And the  hostess
asked, *What does Charley  represent?”  The
clildren could hardly reply for laughing, fcr the boy
looked so demure and industrions 3 but after a mom-
ent’s hesitation there came the vigorous answer, ¢ A
bachelor.™

Then Aunt Charlotte, an old negro  woman, en,
tered 3 she pretended to be a fortune-teller.  And 1
afterwards learned her coming had been all arranged
by the hostess, to whom 1 had been foolish enough
to tell of the advent of my valentine.

She approached me first, and prostrated  herself,
feee downwards, on the floor,  ** Why Aunt Ch
lotte 1" T exclaimed, *“do get up.”

¢ Lor', horey;,
lady in de lan’

“Well, stand up,” was my agitated reply.
explain what you mean.”

“Bless de chile ! I love to think I'm some
VL'(IIIII'."

“hrry I was my impatient exclamation, 1
can’t wait,™ And all my young friends were grouped
close around, zealowsly listening for what the old
creature about to say

1 mean you'l! make the grandes’ marriage
"hout here.,”

[never spees to sce de gractes’

nd

Whom will T marry 2" were my now  eager
though venturesome words.

* Why de young wars' who scnt you de valen-
tine,”

I was so provoked with myself that [ could have
bitten my tongue off, though after all, it was 2 most
natural aaswer to give on St. Valentine's night ;
and thus having dacided my future, Aunt  Charlotte
hurricdly turned to another, and yet another, as
both girls and boys pressed forward for their turn.
When she reached George Washington “@ listened
closely.  She told him he would ride in a coach

and six, and that © we've nuver seen sich  wondrous
time as "Mars George'll hay',"

When the fortune telling was concluded, I learned
that it was alrcady considerably beyond the time to
start home, and therefore speedily made my adeux :
a few minutes later found me in our high-stepped
carriage rapidly rolling out of the Oakland grounds.

*And thus ended the episode which [ promised
to tell you,” said Martha Washington, the wife of
the Commander-in-Chief of the Continental army
and President of the United States, to the French
officer De Grasse at the Peace Ball given in Fred-
erickshurg

ardon, madam ; not ended, bus rather begun,”
was the courtly response,

“ Oh, what a lovely party ! was the exclamation
from many of the attentive listeners,  ** And why
couldn’t we repeat it now?” was the immediate
question.

“Indeed I shall,” said one of the girls.

* My very next party will bean old Virginia
evening - dresses,  games  and  all," = Harper's
Round Table.
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Wircless telegraphy is to be employed at once on
the Dover-Calais and the Folkstone Boulogne boats
from a central station at Dover, where a pole will
be erected.  The masts of the boats will suffice for
the other end of the circuit. The system will then
be extended probably to the Dover-Ostend boats,
too.




