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firmly impressed with a belief in its existence; and 
he folt that the discovery of such iiassage would tend 
most materially to a rapid union lietween the New 
World and the Old. In 1576 he published a pamphlet 
to iirore the practicability of a north-west passage to 
China; and his speculations attnicted the attention of 
Sir Francis Wolslngham, secretary of state, who oora- 
munioated them to t^ueeu Elizabeth, who, with that 
sagiioity for wbicli she has lieen so justly renowned, 
saw the importance of the subject, and by her orders 
Gilbert appeared before the privy oouncU. The result 
of that examination was favourable to Gilbert's 
schemes, although many of them were very wild and 
speculative, and at the present day would be treated 
with ridicule; but there shone through them all a 
neat amount of candour aud honesty that cannot be 
too much odmireil.

In seeking to test the truth of his theories, Sir Hum­
phry undertook two voyages at his own cost. The ex­
pense of fitting out the exiieilitiou was so ^at that it 
absorbed the remainder of bis fortune. lie again ap- 
liealesl to the queen, who this time nve him command 
of a fleet of five ships fbr the expedition, and in J uue, 
1563. the enterprising navigator started on bis voyage 
of discovery. Newfoundland was reached—where Sir 
Humphry liopcd to find silver mines—aud the stan- 
diinl of England was planted in St. John’a The 
American coast was then explored, but during this 
work a terrible storm arose, and three shiiis of the gal­
lant little fleet were wrecked (thefroWen liimU and the 
iSquiiref.a lu-ton frigntel being saved), whenGilbert was 
oomndled, by the failing of hi.s provisions, to set sail 
for England, which he was destined never again to see, 
for the voyom home was one of the most tempestuous 
on record. Throughout, however, Gilbert's high sense 
of religion and duty never once deserted him. One of 
the officers who accompanied the expoilition, and after­
wards wrote its history, gives the following picture of 
Gilbert's attitude in danger;—

“ Monday, the 9th of Septcmlier, in the afternoon, 
the frigate was near cast away, oppressed by waves, 
but at tliat time recovered, aud giving forth sifnis of 
joy, the Geneial, sitting abaft with a book in his hand, 
cried out to lu in the Hiiule, so often as we did aii- 
proaoh within hearing: ‘ ll's art at tiear tn heaven by 
tea at by land!’ reiterating the same spMoh, well be­
seeming a soldier resolute in Jesus Christ, as I can 
testify that he was. The same Monday night, aliout 
twelve o'clock, or not long after, the frigate lieiug 
a-lieod of us in the Golden Ttiniie, suddenly her lights 
were thrown out, whereof as it were in a moment we 
lost the sight; and withal our watch cried: ‘ 'i'ho 
General was cast away,’ which was too true."

IVith such sentiments on his lips and in his heart, 
the brave Gilbert on tlie lUth day of September, whilst 
in the prime of life, found a grave in the great Atlantic, 
on whose wateis his little ship had gone so gallantly 
forth in the servioe of his country and of science, and 
in whose cause he himself had met his death. His 
brave comrades shared the brave navigator's fate.

Tlie practice of .Sir Humphry’s life seemed to he 
farmed upon the spirit of that of prayer so sublimely 
spoken by the author of “Paraditt Lott;"—

“ What in me is dark 
Illumine, what is low raise and supiiort;
Th.vt to the height of this great argument 
1 may assert eternal Providence,
And justify the ways of God to men! ”

The career of Sir Humphry’s half-brother. Sir Walter 
Raleigh, is W'ell known, and has been a fertile theme 
for the pens of lunm’ wnters. Terminating his event­
ful life on the scaflold, his last words were, ns he felt 
the edge of the axeThii U a tlutrp medicine, but it 
is a jihytieian that uiiU cure all diseatet!’'

'aimUioiial iUotfis to iWag.
AN EXAMPLE TO BE FOLLOWED.

(7).—The celehrated Marsbal Suwarowwos one of 
the few generals who never lost a battle; and his 
career is a brilliant example of how “fortune favours 
the brave,” for he entered the Russian army as a pri­
vate soldier, and died with the title of Prince Italinski, 
given him by Paul of Russia for bis services in Italy

a^nst the French. Although the Czar had oonferred 
this honour upon Huwarow,1ie, nevertlieless, behaved 
to him with great inmtitude, and tjiis treatment had 
a great eflsct upon his health and spirits, aud he did 
not long enjoy his honours.

The following anecdote of the “rough and rugged” 
warrior is relate by Dr. Doran in his J'able 1'raUt: —
“When Suwarow returned from hit Italian campaign 

to St. 1‘etersburg, in 1799, the Emperor Paul sent 
Count Koutaissow to compliment him on his arrival. 
The count had lieeu originally a Circassian slave, and 
vaiet to Paul, who had successively raised him to tlie 
ranks of equerry, liuron, and count. The Circassian 
paitenu found the old warrior at supper. * Excuse me,’ 
said ttuwarow, pausing in his meal, ‘ I cannot recall 
tlie origin of your iilustrious family. Doulitless your 
valour in liattle procured for you your dignity us count. ’ 
* Well, 110,’ said the ex-vain, * 1 have never lieeu in 
liattle. ‘All! perhaps you have lieen attached to an 
emlintsyV’ ‘ No.’ ‘ To a ministerialo«ce, then ?’ ‘TIkU 
neither.’ ‘What imiHirtunt iiost, thtn, have you oc­
cupied ? ’—* 1 hare lieen valct-de-chambre to tlie em­
peror.’ ‘Oh, indeed,' said tlie vetenm leader. Laying 
down his spoon, audciilliiig aloud for his own valet, 
Tnisclika. ‘ llere, you villain!’ said he, as the latter ap- 
p«-arcd, ‘1 tell you daily to leave oft' drinking and 
tliieving, and you never listen to me. Now, look at 
tliis gentleman here. He was a valet, like you; but 
being neither sot nor tliief, he is now grand equerry 
to his majesty, knight of all the Russian oidcrs, aud 
ooiiut of tlie empire I Go, sirrah, follow his example, 
and you will liave more titles than your master, who 
requires notliiug just now, but to be left alone to finish 
his supper!’”

Suwarow was held in the greatest respect by his 
soldiers, and though at all times he showra himself a 
lirilliaiit taetioian, he iiseil to say that the whole of his 
system was comprised in the words—“Adixmcs and 
striker

MAKING HER VOICE HEARD!
(17.)—The distinguished Parliamentair general, Sir 

Thomas Fairfax (afterwards loivl), was the commander 
(under Cromwell), at the Battle of Naseby. The victory 
was with the forces of Parliament, and King Cliarles 
fled, leaving his cannon, baggage, and nearly 5,U(K) 
prisoners. Duriug the fight Fairfax had his helmet 
beaten off, but nevertlieless continued in the fight 
bareheaded, refusing a helmet that was oft'ered him.

Although Fairfax was opposed to the king in the field, 
yet he strenuously opposml his execution. Clarendon 
relates that at the trial of the king, on the name of 
Lord Fairfax, which stood foremoet in the list of his 
Majesty’s judges, being called, no answer was made; 
his lordship having chosen tn aliseut himself. The 
Crier having culled him a second time, a laild voice was 
heard to exclaim, “ He has more wit than to be here!” 
The circumstance threw the court into some disorder; 
and some person asking who it was tliat tlius presumed 
to disturb the court, there was no answer but a little 
murmuring. But presently, when tlie im^achment 
was read, and that expression ivsed, of “AU the good 
people of Eiigbind," the same voice in a louder tone 
exclaimed, “ No, nor the hundredth part of them.” 
Un tills, one of the ofiicerH desired the soldiers “ to give 
fire into that liox whence tlie presumptuous words were 
uttered.” But it was quickly discovered that it wag 
the General’s (],ord Fairfax) wife, who had uttered both 
these sharp sayiugs, who was presently persuaded or 
forced to leave tlie plac^ to prevent any new disorder. 
“Lady Fairfax,” says Clarendon, “having been edu­
cated in iiolland, had little reverence for the Church 
of England, and so had unhappily concurred in her 
husliaiid's entering into the relielliou, never imagining 
what misery it would bring on the kingdom ; and now 
ahliorred tlie work in handas much as anybody could 
do, aud did all she could to hinder her husband fhim 
acting any part in it.”

After the execution of King Charles, Fairfax re­
signed the command of the army, and retired awhile 
fiom public life. At the Restoration he crossed over 
to Holland for the purpose of congratulating Charles 
II. oil his accession, and was formally reconciled to 
that monaroh. Falifax afterwards devoted his leisure 
hburs to literature, and, at his death in 1671, he left 
behind him a volume or Poems and Miseellauies, in­
cluding an interesting sketch of his own life-


