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undorgono any change .Inee the d.te of n.y ..riy Roport. upon the
>orth Shore Railway, in which reference was made to the import-
ance of this connection as a feeder to the North Shore Railway of
which T was then the Consulting and Acting Chief Engineer.

You also ask my opinion as to the amount of subsidy per mile
that would be regarded as sufficient to ensure the completion of the
Uoiid. at a total cost including equipments, of $20,000 per mile.

Referring to the first portion of your letter, I beg to say in re-
ply, that the Reports to which you allude, were written in 1872 and
1H7.^; Mnce which time my convJctions respecting the great import-
ance ot a direct line of Railway between Ottawa and Toronto, have
gained strength from year to year, as I have had time and opportu-
nity to study and become more familiar with the great natural and
industrial re-ources of Cana.la, and with the laws which mu.t inevi.
tably govern, not only the interna] con;merce and traffic of the country
but also the relations which must always exist between these and
similar elements in tho Western and Eastern United States of
America.

The Reports referred to were written for the purpose of attract-
ing the attention of the Provincial Government and people of Quebec
as well as of foreign capitalists, to the great importance of the \orth'
Shore Railway; but the .-.rguments used will apply with equal and
perhaps greater force to the other portions of the great North Trunk
Line which T then had in my mind, and of which the direct line,
trom Ottawa to Toronto, forms a most important part.

My effi)rts in that direction have proved so far successful, that
after the Railway Company with which I was connected had found
Itself unable to prosecute the work, by reason of the bad faith and
mefficiency of its contractors, and the unrelenting opposition of the
Cxrand Trunk RaMway Company, the Provincial Government was in-
duced to assume the control and responsibility of completing, the
entire railway from Quebec to Montreal and Ottawa; and the work
ot construction is now so far advanced that it. completion within
the next one or two years, may be regarded as a certainty.

The knowledge of this important fact, together with the no less
luinortant fact fh-if tha o— f •* #«.i j. -

^ -.U..I .acr, mat uie eAtuusiuu u me line from Ottawa Westward,
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