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tI.irJ timn a fourti, larger than in any other three months during theWl.olo t.mo [ have been uufait of this matter.
^

"The serious con-scquences which may probably result from the

your Ko)al I .ghness's arms, as the cause of the allies; and theuniform refusal of the Governors of the kingdom to attend lo anyone of the measures wh.eh I have reeommeuded, either for temporary
r permanent relief, have at last obliged mo to go into your I ya'

mf'u"r":
P---./- t'- purpose of stating'the res'ult of fhon asures wlueh I have reeommended to the Governors of thakingdom for the reform of the Custom-house, which n.easures havenot yet been carried into full effect, in consequence of the oppositionthey encounter from the Chief of tho Treasury; although tT G v"nors ought to have been convinced there was room for the su^^stiooof nprovements .n the several branches of the public adminiSratioaof the kmgdom of Portugal. But I cannot prevail against the influonce of the chief of tl. T .,,, . ^Lis is „hat inducefme to 1ay th ^er/wsebetoreyonr jyal Highness.

^

"In order to improve tho resources and means of the kingdom Ihave recon.uK.n<led the adoption of some method by which fife taxes

Taf ^°,r'^"""^''"^
really collected, and the merchants and capT-

on r h :
'rt ''"*'

f ''''" ""''""' P^"fi'« - - extraordinary
con r,but,„n for the war; the effects of this system being first triedm the great cities of Lisbon and Oporto.
"I c'^n declare that no one knows better than I do the sacrificesV Inch have been made, and tho sufferings which have been experiencedby your Roya Highness's faithful subj;cts during tl. ZXZe
ZIT T .

' """T'' '^ '^' "°"'»*^^' °' ^^^' *'^^ the last fouryears, has lived so much among the people.
"It is a fact Sir, that tho great cities, and een some of tho2 lest places of the kingdom, have gained by the war; the mer!

can lie class generally haa enriched itself by the great aisbursements
which the army makes in money

; and there are individuals at Lisbon
p 1 Oporto who have amassed immense sums. The credit of yourRoyal Hi^ness's Government is not in a state to bo able to derive
r sources from those capitals, owing to remote as also to present
crcumatances; and xt can obtain advantage only through the means

li hod !; T K !f T '^'°'"^' '^"^ '^' '"''"'"^ ^^Sularly estab-
lishcd at Lisbon and Oporto, as also tho contribution of ten per
cent, upon the profits of the mercantile class, are not really paid to

}
u emo>ejousiy ca^icu iatu execution m the above-mentioned


