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J" ^^^ conclusion of my first pamphlet Ihad said that the priesthoods of the world-I spoke
generally, and had in view, as any one might see, their
collective work-were engaged in " putting back men's
Ujoughts," so that all that was credible to our forefathersm ght remain credible to us. How did « Vindex » meet

fnH fiT^K^ ^ ^'"^?y '^P^^^'"g h^ ^id not meet it at all:

r.tn^fuV ^^^V ""^^^^ ^^"^ ^''h ^^asion at this point
1 should have had good reason for doing so. He abstainedfrom any expression of opinion as to what the "priesthoods"
were doing, but told us what "the mass of intelS
thoughtful, reading Christians" were doing-a tS^^^^^^^^

" ories'thno'd.^'" ^"'^'T k'
^^^ confined'my remfrk to

priesthoods purposely; because I wished to signify a classof men who are bound by creeds, and whose spedal businessr IS to see that the beliefs of the past do not lose thdrSon the men of the present. There was nothing in my
original statement about priesthoods on the one hand, andthe representatives of "modern thought" on the otherwhich excluded the existence of a middle class. On the

Zm^' t ^^7 /^^nditions of the case manifestly required
that there should be such a class, for it would be nothing

f^t^l^" ^^^^S^^-and {don't believe much in miracles-o find the world divided between extreme conservatism andthe most advanced liberalism.

What I had to deal with, therefore, was in realityVindex s^" evasion of my statement that-to put it briefly-
the priesthoods were reactionary. He apparently claimeda progressive character for himself, and I thLfoJe obse^^^^^

if- V I u ^^ distinctly understood that any progresswhich he hoped to achieve was "within the limits oftheWestminster Confession, the force of my (original remarkwould not be much impaired." And so I say now • and Isay further, that when an honest man means progress witWn
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