
IKE PARTINGTON, OR,

•ohoUrt, and gave them a frequent tMte of
correction, " an he termed it ; but they

took a different view of it, and called ft
licking, and were not at all aratelul for

the favour intended. T,.«y had very little
r^tptct for the teacher, although they were
afraid of him ; an.! hie .chool, for order, had
the beat rcpuUtiou of any aohool in town.
Ono blow of hi. rattan ou the deak would
produce the most perfect nileuoe ; ami every
on« would take to atudyiuK, with one eye on
the rattan, as his life depended on the effort
He eeemed to look upon all the scholars as

conspirators auaiust his peace and dignity •

and Ike, from the Krat moment of his enter.
ing the school, was an object of especial dis-
trust. A boy can detect a feeling of this
kind very quickly, and it does not cause him
to feel very agreeably towards the one who
•uspects him. Do what he would, the teach-
erseye was upon him ; and there was really
Uttle encouragement to do well ; and Ike

•'You call that studying, do you. Parting-

"Ves, sir." said Ike, apparently oon- |

thought that i?an opportunity .houhTari,r' t'he ti.'"
'^" was «« t, ,,„^.,, ^^^^^ ;

when ho coul,l play a trick upon the teacK 111 "'
^''"^ '""'' °^*'""" '"^^•""«'> ^

h« iv..i.i,i ^^.i*.*^ -ri.. .^^ '^'' ""~"'''^» "•nance, every tfestup* rAt..iii^» 'i-l .

„. =, --••».• wpp..i i,uuii,y snouKi arise
when he could play a trick upon the teacher,
he would do it The <KJcasion was not long
in offering itself.

*

It was a serious offence to bring any book
into the school except those they stu-lied
and several boys had been " corrected "

for
presuming to do so. One day the teacher
on looking OS usual towards Ike, who sat
apparently very busy with his task, saw, or
thought he saw, the end of another book
projecting beyond the one that he should be
studying. He was eager to detect him in the
very act, and so would not speak to him
nor let him know that he suspected him; but
watching the boy stealthily a moment, till I

he was quite sure he was right, he left his '

desk to make a circuit of the room, that he
'

might come up behind the culprit, and sur-
prise him. He chuckled to himself as be
thought about it, and plapned some new
mode of punishing the offender. What an
example he would make of him whencaughtl
He went first to the window, and looked
out

; then he passed quietly down the side
aisle, glancing at the work the boy<i were
doing. Reaching the back of the room, he
paused a moment, and then moved slowly
along the centre aisle, on tiptoe, to where
the transgressor sat. He knew that the boy
was guilty, because he could plainly see two
books open before him. He knew also that
he was not observed bv the offender « ho
seemed entirely absorbed by his book. He
therefore crept along Btealthilj. like a cat
aiming for a mouse, and when within a few—. „ .^...^^ ^^ „j,^j jj cnanoo to
spring, Ike suddenly polled down the top
book, and pat it into hia desk, which waii
open in front. Stepping forward then, the
teacher said, in his sweetest tone.—

" What book is that which you hava Instput into vour desk?" *

"My lesson, sir."
^.^'' Your lesson, indeed ! Let me see is,

The book was taken out. with seeming re.

le..^rnV;K"'*
"P'°'«<Jto be indeed* th.lesson of the morning. He saw tb»t »J,fk

bo<.k. were the same? and, co'lTurLg awa^tc ,ho roots of his hair, the discomfUeateacher moved back to his desk while Iki.

winked at one of his neighbours, and a«mmer.ng laugh wa. hear.l for an instantwhich was immediately ohecke«l by th.master's shout of " Silence I"
^ '''*

His suspicion of Ike increased after this:and hi« eye was on thesuppo.e.l offender allthe time, everv I.w.U «»— I...... 1 . 7"
daHauce, every gesture rebellion. The bovcould not move his arm without awaking in

,

the teacher's min.l the impression that therewas treason in it. Ike saw an opening£for another trick.
^''"•"g uere

' The penalty for communicating in anvway was severe. '

Owe morning, as the teacher sat over-looking his school, hi. eye rested upon Ikeas usual
; and, though the youngster seeS

wlff T^'^f "'^''•"""^*"°« '"»'» conductwinoh hxed his attention on him immediatS-
iy. Ike took a shp of paper from beneath

It then he sly y slipped the paper betweenthe leaves of a book, and pissing it to his

to7ar5r."[l
^'»»°"t -peaking^ mad! a motiontowards Moody, who sat the other side ofthe room. The teacher saw the book pai

fried out-
"^^'''**°''*°°« *° "P"° ''•^«

" BWng that book here. Moody."

*k 1?° '.'."""LP''**^ very readily,and broughtthe book to the teacher's desk.
*

" What book is that. Moody !"
"My 'rithmetio, sir,"
" Who sent it to yoa t"

hi."d«r'
'*''"" ^•^''•'<*°°' "••= I l«ft it at

thi^te^'*"''
"°"*^''"' »id yoa send

"Yes, sir."

'pl*?,L**.il^°"i'*°*^ '* to him?"
*""" and Atr&iiiat the «.i

" 'Cause 'twas his.
to carry it to him.'

it
jV,
^^* ^^ y<"* P"' into it before you nat

"^ piece of paper, sir."
" What was on the paper t"

i


