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place of a (jlafs ; and this filled with water was
thcaiiowance for twenty- four hours for each man
—This vvas done without any fort of partiality or
diftin61ion : but we murt: have pcriOied 'ere this,

had wc not caught fix quarts of Rain Water; and*
this we could not have been bleHed with, had we
not found in the boat a pair of fheets, which by
accident had been put there—thefe were fprea'd

when it rained, and when thoroughly wet, wiuno-
into the Kidd with which we baled the boat.
With this ftiort allowance, which was rather tan-
talizing than fuftaining, we began to giow very
feeble, and our cloathes being continually wet,
our bodies were in many places chafed into' fores.

On the thirteenth day it fell calm, and foon after

& breeze of Wind fprang up from the N. N. Weft,
and blew to a gale, fo that we ran before the fea
at the rate of rive or fix miles an hour under our
blanket ; till we judged we were to the South-
ward of Fayal, and to the Weftward fixty Leagues

:

but blowing ftrong, we could not attempt to fleer

for it.

This was the fifteenth day wc had been in the
boat, and we had only one day's bread, and one
bottle of water remaining of a fecond fuppJy of
Rain. Our fufferings were now as great as
human nature could bear : but wc were convin-
ced that good fpirits were a better fupport than
bodilv ftrength : for on this day Thomas Mat-
thews, Quarter Mafter, the ftouteft Man in the
boat, perifhed from hunger and cold : on the day
before, he had complamed of want of ftrength
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