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blanket foe my f^et, ami one to sit on, or pnt over thr shoulrierg, ns the gtatf of
the weather made advisable

; we did not wedr our boots, we wore moi-oosins
which were warmer to one who meant to remain in the sleigh; those who were
restless and lil<ed to have a walk or run now and then, kept their boots on : one
of our blankets was doubled up and sewed up the side, thus formiriL' a bas for the
|eet. There werel60 men to so to-day belongi,,-; to -he 3rd, 4th,and 5th compan-
ips; these occupied 20 sleiffns, 8 in each, 1 for the officers, and 2 with baggaee
23 in all

;
being the centre companies we had the colours with us : the sjeichswe went in vveie just long boxes with seals in ihem, the boxes being fastened totwo traverse bars, which slipped along easily over ihe smooth snovv or ice • we

w-ere seated in twos, facing each other ; our firelocks had been sewed up in rieces
of canvass to protect them from damp; they, and our knapsacks and accoutre-
ments were stowed away below the seats, and amongst our feet ; we wore our
haversacks on our shoulders

; they ooniained a day's ration in advance, and some-
thing warmerin the shapeofa bottle oi rum, and a bundle of cigars, with a boxof ma ches to ight them. By half past 7 we had all got into our blankets, andlooked like a lot of men going to run a sack race; we had a buffalo robe to
spread over our knees and with the other blanket over our shoulders seemed as
If we coud defy cold

; vain thought, as we afterwards found ont. We now
started, and dasned along the streets, to Ihe music oj the sleigh bells, which arehung OM the harness of every horse to give intimation of their approach : as the
sleigh makes no noise in its progress over the snovv, they would be dangerous
to foot passengers il they had no hells; numbers of the inhabitants were in the
streets to see us off, otheis pee-ed from their windows, hardly awake, and won-dering what all the stir v.as about ; we soon left the town behind, and in a few
minutes we were on the river St. John, our road lying across a bay on the river •

you must remember that all the rivers in this part of the country are froaen over'and aie used as roads; the ice is from 2 to 4 feet in thickness ; the roads across'
rivers are marked by branches of trees stuck in the snow; were it not for 'his
precauliori people would oflen get lost in the snowstorms which occur so oftenand so suddenly

;
the roads weie very rough and full of nits, which made the

sleighs jolt erribly, sometimes nearly throwing- us out ; the scenery to day wasmost beaiitilul; at one time we were on the crest of a high hill, the countrybelow us broken into hill upon hill, glen upop. glen, and all covered with forests
of large, beautiful and useful trees, such as the Amerirnn pine, which mav not
impropei y be called the king of :he American fo.ests, it overtops all the other
trees, and is entirely destitute of branches, until within a short distance of thetop; the average height in N.,w Brunswick of the pine is 100 feet, but in thehacljwoods ihey sometimes attain to the enormous attitude of "00 feet TheMigar-mapl.. is another most interesting and vuluable tree ; it is from this tree
tha maple-sugar is made

;
m the months of March and April they generallymake their sugar, thpy commence by boring a hole in the free two or three

eel from the ground, and then insertii,;r a reed in Ihe hole; t-ie sap is allowed
o run 'nto '"b-S one person can attend to a great many trees; the sapiseollec-
ed and boiled in large coppers, the scu n being taken off, fresh sap added, and
leboiled, strained and allowed to cool, when it nystalizes

; the fineness of the
sugar depe^nds on the skill of Ihe person who attends the coppers whilst Ihey are
boiling; the refuse makes a very fn.e molasses; various other valuable treesprow in these forests, such as the cedar, birch, ash, larch, cypreFS. and many
other varieties unknown in Lurope. At one time we got into a den, with arock rising at our side 1000 feet, in nearly perpendicular height ; "although therock was so steep, it bore a dense crop of trees ; it seemed most astonishin-where they got nourishment from, there being very little soil; looking up a"?
ihis tremendous rock, one wishes that he were not quite so near the base of it

•

you tancy you can see a lump of rock on Ihe face of the precipice just ready totumble down, and grind you to an impalpable powder ; the driver of the sleigh
torn me the name of this rock, but it has now escaped my memory ; we saw
liumeious cleunngs, with houses on ihem of all sorts and sizes, and of all the
orders of architecture that have ever been known. Before I go farther 1 must
explain what clearings are

;
in a few words, a clearing is another name for farm ;wjien a settler romes out and buys a piece of land, he generally finds it covered

«..,'« larjfer Ei?e to serve as a barn and byre ; he then attacks the trees, euttinj


