
17
\

rdlpony-^Dt'. A. Clarh. Tlio rcinurkft of the cininont

MetliodiDt Divino, Richard WaUuii, uro »oinuch in point that

r cannot forbear (juoting theui :—" Tl»« hiwfuhu'SB, nay, even

the duty of it," (/. i\ rcrtistinj^ the inciwunm of a govornuicnt,)
" nuiBt often bo allowed ; biit under certain qiuilifyingclnMun-

BtancoB, 08, 1. That tliia rcHiataniio of opposing and inculpating

.opinion, \& not directed against tlie government, as 8Uch,liow-

cvor strict, provided it be jnat and impartial. 2. That it ia not

persofial against the Sui)remo Magistrate himsolf, or his

delegated authorities, but Vehites to public iwXa only. 3. lliat

it springs not from mere theoretical preference of some new
fqfin of government tt) that actually existing, so that it has
in it lurtliing practical. 4. That it proceeds not from a hasty,

• prejudiced^ or malignant interpretation of the character,

designs, and acts of a government. 5. Tliat it is not factious;

that it is not the result of attachment to parties, and of zoal

to effect mere party objects, instead of the general good.

_

6. That it does not respect the interests of a f<iw only, or of a
part of the community, in the mere locul interests of some
places in opposition to the just interests of other places.

Under such guards as these, the respectful, but firm expression

of opinion, by speech, writing, petition or rcTnonstrance, is

not only lawful, but is often an imperative duty, a duty for

which hazards even nnwt be run by those who endeavour to

» lead up public opinion to place itself against real encroach-

ments M\K>n the fundamental laws of a state, or any serious

maladministration of its afFairs."

^
. But whfle it is admitted that in some extreme cases resistance

to the willof the Civil Ruler, niay be justifiable, what shall

wo say ofthose wicked and desperate men who, without cause

are seelcing to subvert the peace of tliis empire, artd to en-

danger the property and lives of its inhabitants ? These men
living, as many of them do, under the freest government the

world has ever seen^ protected in the enjoyirient of all their

just rights and privileges, governed by a Queen whoso name
ia a synonym for every public and socio,! virtue, whose sway
has ever been mild and equitable, whose ruling desire through
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