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THK WAR AX[) [TS i:( ONOMIC
ASi'ECTS 1

For Miaiiv y(«ars--fn,iM fli(. tiMii. when I first wiM.t as
a sf.ulci.t t.) (}orn.a.iy--l liavr had a warm phico i.i ,„v
Ja-art tor th.. (lornmn ,,eo,,l,.. I.jkr nm.,v other vouiil'
i^nghshme.i, it was in Gernumy I first caught the'i.ifeo-
tion of the scinititi.r spirit, the spirit that cares as ,m.eh
for widening the hounds of kn<.wledge as for handing
on knowledge already accpiired

; and what [ saw of
soeial intercourse in (Jottingen and Dresden made n.e
appreciate tJie atmatldicUxlt, the cheerful simple kindli-
mss, which eharact(.rizes so large a part of the in^oplo
I have heheved that our two n, ions possessed many
traits in common, and had some ci Miuon interests and
'luties

;
and I have done what I could to promote a

good understanding l)etwcen thom. Ami when the
Tniversity of Berlin, in conferring an honorary decrn^e
took occasion to describe me as • a true frieiid ot°our
nation

,
the epithet was not, I think, altogether un-

deserved.

To me, then, this war is a special and perscjual -a-ief
It means the end, for many years to come, probably
for my lifetime, of the hopes I have cherished of amicabk,
co-operation between the two countries ; the <e8sati(,n
-though that, indeed, in comparison, is but a small
niatter-of friendly interchange of thought with men

' Lcctur, o the Workers' Educational Association at the l^nivcr-say of Jiirnimgham, on tho evening of November 18, 1!»14.


