
FRIGHTFULNESS IN RETREAT.
t2,

is nothing but a heap of ruins, save for the

suburb of Le Brouage.

After the expulsion of the able-bodied inhabi-

tants, the rest of the population, consisting of

1,990 persons, were herded into this suDurb
together with about3.ooo men and womenfrom the

thirteen communes of the district, on February 23,

1917. On March 3 an order was issued from the

Kommandantur ordering all these people to

assemble the next day at 6 o'clock in the morning
in one of the streets. Sick and iniirm persons

were not exempted, and some of them had to be
carried to the place of assembly, which was over a

kilometre lorig. There was a general call over and
then an inspection, which lasted not less than six

hours, and during which an officer selected three

more men, thirty-one women, and a boy of thirteen

for deportation to the North. The cold was
intense, and on the following day twenty-seven

persons died.

As soon as the citizens of Chauny were interned

at Le Brouage, the Germans gave themselves up
to unbridled pillage in the town, carrying off

furniture, ripping open strong boxes, and sacking

churches;" and for a fortnight they proceeded
to destroy the houses methodically by mines and
incendiarism. For the past two months they
had made notes of the dimensions of all the cellars,

and so knew exactly what quantities of explosives

were necessary for tht execution of their infamous
task.


