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THE PERRIWINKLES CHRISTMAS

&4M Y stars and popguns! - exclairned Santa Claus, slapping bis knee/f soundly, "but this has been a busy Christmas; neyer knew there
ÂV were so many chidren in the world. 1 tell you, it makes me

feel good."' And his cheeks giowed and his eyes danced with
their kindly and gleeful liglit. "Corne Blinken! Corne Biitzen !" lie cried,
siapping the reins joyfuiiy, *'we have flot ýbeen to the Perriwinkles yet. Nice
youngsters, those Perriwinkles are, rnustnt forget them." And with a jingie
of beils lis magie sied disappeared into the night.

There 'had been great preparation and excitement in the Perriwinkle
household. on this wonderful niglit of Christmas Eve.

"Bobby, do corne here," said Betty, the oldest Perriwinkle, sitting back
on lier iheels in front of thefirepiace, and gaz ing tlioughtfully at the assorted
row of stockings liung there. "Bobby, I was wondering what we ought to
do about thse twins. Last Christmnas, you know, they weren't liere, and Santa
Claus might think it was queer if he came and found five stockings instead
of three. If you had let me write and teli hlm about them as I wanted to,
it would have been ail right, but now you see, lie will corne ail the way down
that old chirnney with just enougli toys for Moliy and you and me and when
lie sees five stockîngs the'li1 have to go ail the way back -again to get a fresh
suppiy for the twins.'

Bob was swinging huînself to and fro on the foot of Betty's bed and
iookinig very disconsolate. Suddenly lie wheeled around.

"I've got a scere, Bet !" lie exciaimed. "You go and write your letter
now and l'Il see that lie gets it before lie cornes down that chirnney or rny
narne îs flot Robert Harrington Perriwinkle."

Betty's eyes sparkled. *"How wiil you do it ?" she asked.
'Il had better flot teli you," said Bob irnportantly, "you miglit give the

seheme away."
Betty wasn't quite sure that everything was ail riglit, but she didn't see

any other way out of the ditniculty, so she ran off to (10 lier share and soon
carne back, with a neat littie enveiope addressed 'in lier round liandwriting to
"Santa Claus, I>erriwinkies' Chimney, Morden Street," and down in the corner
she lad generously added, 'Kindness of my Brother Bob."

Bob took it and tucked àt deep down in lis coat pocket. "Well, so long,"
lie said. -l guess l'Il be bac 'k in about half an hour.-

'Aren't you going to teill?" wheedled Betty, looking at 'hlm out of the
corner of lier eye.

"Wîlien 1 get back," saîd Bob, firmly. "Now you must shut this door and
after you have counted one hundred slowiy, then you can open it, but you
must not try to follow me. I'il bet you'll tnink it great- f un when I tell you.
Good-bye," and lie was gone.

After sliutting tlie door lie rau noiselessly down the hall to the back of
the house and up the long fliglit 01 stairs that led to the flat above where thse
cook and tlie nurse siept, and wliere the trunk and store-rooms were. ()ne of
these, a trunk-room, liad a large win(1ow lu i ,t, and it was by means of this
room and this window. that Bobby intended to accomplisli lis great "acherne.iî
11e stepped iu aud s9hut thse door quietly, aud b>' climbing upon a trunk managed
to turn on the one light that liung in thse centre of tie room. H1e had somne
trouble unfasteuing the stiti catch of the window, but aîter that everything was
easy, and clîrnbing over tlie si he had soon slipped 'to thse fiat root that
stretdhed some five feet beneats. Thse briglit moon shining ou the sparkling
snow made i~t almnost like daylight, and our brave Bobby feit no whit of fear
as Ihe waded forward.

"It's higlier than I expected," thouglit Bobby, trying vainl>' to reacli to
the top. -ŽIow if 'I pin tlie letter low isown maybe lie wu't see is at ail. 1
wanted it riglit on top where lie couidn't miss it, but I guess I'm flot tail
enougli. Ill mun back and get something from the trunk-room to stand on,
that's tlie best thing to do." And lie wadLed slowly back to thse open wiudow.
My poor, brave Bobby, your littie legs are too short again, and the window
is a foot ont of your readli. Here was a nice kettleoï fisis, aud no way out
of it,, eitlier. *Bobby stood on his tip-toes and stretched lhis arrns up as far
as the>' would go, lbut it was no use. H1e tried jumping up, but tihe sili seemed
to slip away f rom him. H1e turned and looked at theé big shiniug moon, but
it buîy seemed to wink back at himn as mucli as to say, -Now see wliat you
have done." So lie turned lis back ou it aud tried to tliink of some way ont
of his trouble. MaybeBridget would notice thse liglit and corne lu and find the
window open. There was a souud in the roomn even now, as if somebody was
lu there, perhaps comtiug to the wiudow. "Bridget! Bridget 1" lie shouted
loudly, wildly. Thse window slammed shut. "0 wirra 1 wirra! 'tis the divil
hisseif 1" Bobby lieard lier exclaim, as shealways did wlien anythiug frightened
lier, and ýthen her heavy footfall ruuuing from tùhe rooma, and lie was alone
again.

It seemed lilce hours to frightenied, londly little Bobby before lie heard a
voice agalu at tihe wiudow sayiug sterul>', "Wlio is ont tisere ?" "It's me,
Daddy, use-Bobby; please corne and take me," aud holding up lhis atmis he
was lifted gently into thse liglited room wliere the astonisheti Bridget gatliered
him iuto lier strong arms.

0f course Daddy 'lad to be toid the whle "sceme," and altisougi lie
talked pretty severel>' to Bobby for doing sudh a reckless thiug and made hlm
promise neyer, neyerý to go climbiuig ou roofs again, still lie didu't seemn too
ver>' augry.

Down lu the nursery everything was stili. Bob uudressed quickcly, said
his prayers, and slipped luto bed.

"Bobby 1" A whisper came from Betty's bed. "You were au awful Iong
time. Sit up aud tell me about lt.9 '-

So -he whispered the whole story to her sitting up there lu the dark whule
Molly slept peacefully lu lier bed between tliem. Wheu lie liad fiuislied Betty
heaved a big sigli. "My, but you were brave !" slie said; "that's 'cause you
are a boy. I wish I was a boy." Then, "But did you leave tlie letter ?",

eoGemmeni cracks!1" exclaimed tise hero, remorsefuil>', "it's still in my
cèlat pocicet. Thse twius wou't get auything after ail,"

"Weil, neyer usind," sai Betty, "you did your ýbest, aud maybe Sauta
will kuow auyway."

If you had seen a pair of buigy, burstiug, littie twiu Perriwinkle stockiugs
hanging lu tise old fireplace on Chiristm~as morning you would hsave guessed that
"'Santa knew aniyway." M. H. C.
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