
CANADIAN COURIER.

What Will Our Oarsmen Do?
ATTENTION o! Canadian oarsmen is directedannually towards tbree sets of conteste,

tbose at home, tbose in Europe and tbose
in the United States.

For the last tbree seasons, followers of the sport
have centred their interest in tbe performances of
the tbree eigbt-oared crews, one from tbe Ottawa
Rowing Club and two from tbe Argonaut Rowing
Club. whicb went to England In quest of tbe ejusive
Grand Challenge Cup, presented annually to tbe
champions of tbe world. There sbould be no flagging
o! entbuslasm this season. Robert Dibble, of the
Don Rowlng Club, will try to wln tbe Diamond Sculls,
wbicb ail Canadian sculiers, since the time o! Scholes,
have failed to secure. It is aise probable that an eight-
oared crew froni the Winnipeg Rowlng Club wll

4enter the Grand Challenge contests at Henley. if
the crew goes to England 'It will be stroked by Riley,
who stroked tbe four wbicb won the Stewards' Cup
at Henley a few years ago. Last year, this crew
easily won tbe senior cbaiploIIsbip of Canada from
the Argonauts and Detroit. The Winnipeg crew le
composed o! men of different physique from those
wbo made up the Ottawa and Argonaut crews in
prevlous years. Ottawa and Argos filled their shels
wlth boue and muscle. In rowinlg language, tbey
11secured tbe beef." A wise provision was this, too,
ln the opinion of experts who caîl the slugglsh, shal-
10w Tbames "a strong mafl'5 course." The WInnl-
peggers, bowever, did not strike the observer an
heavywelgbts. Tbey were long and strong, gaunt
and tough, like the old timber wolves who used to
howl about Lake Manitoba; and, wben we remember
that the Stewards' Cup four were of the same grizzled
and hungry appearance, hope stIrs that these elon-
gated strips o! whaleboIIO may wln the Cup.

In tbe Dlamond Sculls content, Dlbble should not
be easily beaten, Hie is a rugged scuiler, and tbe
stlcky Thames sbould not sap hlm. Hie bas stamina,
for ho swept away Most o! the United States sculllng
champiollsblps la one afterfloofl at Boston last season.
Finally, ho bas great courage, the quality which wlns
mont rowing races. It bas been reported tbat Culver,
o! Winnipeg, 'w-i compete, but this seems Improb-
able, for, altbough he Is a flisbed sculler, be ls not
rated among the first clans men on this continent.

Canadian regattas give promise of stlrring con-
tests. The Argonaut Rowlflg Club, whIch bas con-
centrated the energies of its best members on the

British Henley and the Olympie during the last two
years, will tura ýits attention to the task o! regainlng
the Canadian champloflsbips, lont last year, when tbe

Argonauts' colours were preceded In two out of tbe
tbree final eigbts races., Ia some fours, too, the

A&rgos were beaten, and fia ail the sculllng races, so

they have considerable lost water to regain. It ls

probable that they will bave four elght-oared crews
la training, beavy senior, igbt senior, fIrst junior
and second Junior.

> OWING bas îaaguisbed la Ottawa since tbe re-

IX tirement o! Harvey pulford; tbey had the men,
the boats, tbe club, but something was wrong

last year. Botb Ottawas and Britannfias shouid make
a much better showlag this season, especlallY as the
Interprovincial Regatta will be held on the Ottawa
River. Tbe last Interprovinclal, held at Hiamilton,
JustIfied rowlng mon la formltag tb3 new associationi.
Its objoct was to stîmulate Intereet la rowlng by
holding a big regatta after the rogular season w5's
completod In a different cîty every yoar. The Cana-
dian Henley Is fixed at St. Catharines, a conveaiefit
place for Toronto, Hamilton, Lo)ndon and St. Cath-
arines clubs, but net s0 convenient for Ottawa, Mont-
reai, Winnipeg and the Maritime Provinces. The
first regatta at Hamilton created much Interest and

furnlshed plonty o! good sport, as the contestants la
the Varlous races were la fine condition after the
strenuous soason. By holding It la Montreal next

year, Halifax tbe next, or Winipeg the aext, and,
givlng othor cities the priviiego la their turn, local
oarsmea, whoi mlght not bave possessed the assur-
ance to compote at the National Regatta, wlll bave
an epportunlty o! provins their skill. If rowlag
roaches a hlgher state o! perfection la the Maritime
Provinces by means o! the InterprovaCl5al Associa-
tion, no botter resuits could ho attalaed. It bas beon
a mattor o! regret that the Maritime Provinces bave
not turned ont more crack crews. There le no liner
Course ln the world than that o! the idMm" la Halifax
Harbour, and, Scotch oatmeai ghould produce zauch
rowing bone and sinow. Good oarome'n bave been
produced, It le true, but not la snob profusionlas the
physique and sea-going habits. of the Blue Noses
promise.

The Lachine Club, o! Montreal, under the coaching
o! M'r. Sydney Smith, made a vory credItabie showiiig
last seasen and should be reckoned upon as foiid-
able opponeats for the Canadan cbamlonlOIsP.

The Wlnlpeggers,, if they do not go to England,
wlll probably defend the honeurs wblch they wofl 80
easily last season at the Canadien Henley. Detroît
crows are always riear the finish at Port Dalhousie
and wlll sond strong crews thls yOflr.

The Pacifie Coast rowing clubs confine their atten-
tion largely to sculllng, and, at the moment o! wrlting,
do net seem to possese a sculler of the firet rank.

By J. T. STIRRETT

Mr. Robert Dlbbie, of the Don Rowlng Club, Toronto,
present single scull champion of Canada, who wilI cern-

pete this year at Henley for the first tMme.

The National Cbampionsbips o! the United States,
whicb wlll be decided at Philadeiphia, ln August,
will cau~se some o! the keenest racing wltnessed ln

When the Ge

many years. Captain Joe Wright, of the Argoflauts,
wants to win as many as possible. And the Dons,
of Toronto, may be as successful lun the sculling
events this season as tbey were last season. Duluth
bas been the rising star In the rowlng world. Its
crews tested their mettie against Winnipeg, obtainlng
mucb valuable information by the process. The
eigbt-oared cbampionsbip of tbe United States ls
held at present by Duluth, which wrested the tropby
from the picked crews of the country at Boston. As
it la selderm that the cbampioflsblp goes to the
Western States, it ls certain tbat tbe powerful
Eastern clubs, sucb as the Atbletics, of New York;
the Vespers, of Philadeiphia, tbe Detroits or tbe
Pennsylvaaias will make the most determinea
efforts to recover It. The Argonauts sbould beat tbe
pick of tbem. In tbe sculling events, Thomas rindley,
of the Dons, ls probably the best man in Anierica,
barrlng Dlbble, who may or may nlot compete, accord-
lng to bis luck at Hlenley.

So mucb for tbe race winners. Winning races la
by far tbe most spectacular aide of rowing, but it la
by no means the most Important. Ail over Canada,
everything coasidered, tbe regattas beld by the clubs
bave the most far-reacbing results. The club re-
gatta Is open only to members. It gives the beginner
bis chance. If be bas the brawn and skili, he ls put
in line for promotion. If he has netber of these
essentials for racing crews, .be bas his fun, anyway.
At the Spring Regatta of the Argonaut Rowing Club
last year, eigbty men competed. Only a few of thema
will ever make tbe first elght; but they ail learn to
row, and lay a solid foundation on whlch to build
years of future enjoyment. In the last otages, racIng
ls a stera business. It means plain diet, abstinence
from many harmless Indulgences, severe physical
trials and singlng nerves. The big race itself ls a
migbty tbrlll, but often thrills are dangerous. But
tbe club regatta race ls a bilarlous affair, with
upsets and splasbing and "crab-catcblng." On tbe
wbole it ls a good example of real sport, and it ls
a more creditable thlng ter a club to bave lifty men
enjoylng a prIvate regatta, than elght men drawn
grlm and taut in a public race (if they cannot bave
botb the fifty and tbe elgbt), wbich la tbe Ideal state

of affairs.

ese Fly'l'North
By ARCHIE P. McKISHNIE

T-IROUGHOUT te ngt the world o! bog, and
marsh and sballows bas slept witt a feeling
of Insecurity. Spring bas gnawed down
tbrougb tbe gleaming fettert, or the water-

courses so that tlay streanilets trail their frost-
blackoned margins wlth white, clinglng, fiagers. It
la the hour preceding dawn. The aigbt winds are
sighing themeelves to rest; llsplng whispers o!
strengtbening currents drift Up to mock their
weakening volcas.

Dawn finds the low-lying world wrapped In silence.
'The currents bave eaten the 11f e from the jagged-
fanged Ico that trled te figbt them back, and aow
rush down the polished grooves 'witbout murmur or
song. Tbe winds are dead. All that morning fands
as she shouldors her course through the cloud-haaked,
east is marsb-locked desolation, and the soul of
Sprlng rising In biliowy feids of mlist to moot ber;
this and silence.

The vapory clouds lift and fluctuate and drift up-
ward as the greylng face o! night dlps behlnd the
far hilîs; one by one the fading stars blink tbem-
selves out from the ligbting skies. Across the dead
face of the marshland grotesque shapes grow Up
and tower menaclngly above the baby grasses bora
la the alght, rusb-clumps and dwarf trees Ihus mag-
nified into glant proportions by the shifting bog-
xnists. Over ail rests the great bush o! solitudes.

Suddenly thal gripping bush ls broken. Par down
the aerlal track o! the llgbIlng skies rings out the
clarion notes o! the grey sky-voyagers, the cali o!
the wild geese fiying nortb to the old feedlng grounds.
Cloar and musical that throaty caîl lo burled from
the veteran leader o! the wedge-shaped fiock to be
echoed aIl along the ulne by the stroag-wlagod fol-
lowers wbo have learned to trust te is leadership.

"HI-onkey-benk, honkey-honk, bonkey-bonk." At
tbe eound the marsh-grasses stîr, tbe sullen ice
groans and moves slowly out on the current that bas
mastered It, the drab marsh-scape assumes a look o!
wakIng ltfe.
>The cries o! tbe frantie voyagers grow up dloser,

more distinct througb the lifting dawn, until that
speeding wedge stands out against a background o!
rosy mauve; dloser, dloser, until the whlning wbistle
o! etrong wlags cornes to the watcher, and between
the long-drawn notes o! the whld birds ho hears the
litIle muttered calîs o! assurance froin the leader
and the low answerso! bis followers.

That watcb!ul oid gander bas plloted, bis fiock
many long beagues la search o! the big, northera
marsb-fieid, and the flock bas followed hlma trust-
ingly as ail day long, day aftor day, ho bas !ormed
the apex o! that swift-movling triangle as it sped the

track o! tbe sky at the rate o! sixty meies or more
an hour. lie bas breasted and split the air-currents
for thoem, kept vigilant watch for tbema, guided them,
assured tbem by low-voiced calis wben, weary wlIh
the long fligbt, tbey bave faitered a littie la the line,
and finally, at close o! day, bas led them down to ste
feeding-fields.

Hie bas watched wbile tboy fed, standing a ile
apart from them witb grey body erect and long neck
stretcbed higb as bis sharp eyes probed the reedy
grounds la searcb o! danger-signe. Hie has not fed
until after they had fed and settled down witb
throaty murmurs to preen their wind-buffeted
feathers and rest.

Now the long flock are speeding aortb again. As
the mauve la the sky deepons te crimson, the grey
leader gives a cail that rings f ar out across the drab
world o! bog and water. Ho bas slghted the far-
stretcbing sballows that means their long journey
done.

Now, wild and clamourous, ring out the cries of
Ibe birds as tbey volce their gladness; the long,
double lino o! wings wbIch move la perfect unison
fan the air a littIe quicker as the oid leader twists
and drops dloser to the black field beneath.

rA R dowa, just outeide a clump o! rushes, the bigF' gander bas eigbted somo o! bis own kind and
bas beard their aaswering cails wben he sent

forth the welcomo tidings to bis flock. Now ho,
twists dloser la towards the rush-clumnp and bonks
again and the decoy geese below stretch their long
necke upward and eend hlm and bis an invitation te
setle among them.

The big fiock ls sweeplng la now, sweoping dloser,
dloser to the rush bide la whicb crouches tho shooter,
boping and waiting. Threo buadrod yards from the
blind tbe big birds pitch and come down and ln
againet the lgbt breeze on stroag-set wlags.

The shooter brades himeel! and lifts the heavy
goose-gun, but ho le to tako ne toll o! the birds that
bave faced dangers to get back te thoir own. Just
outeide o! the danger zone, the watchfiil old leader
o! the fiock bas scented danger. Wltb a wild. honk
ho twiste upward and eut, bis frIgbteiied fiock
clamouring la bis wako.

Higbor and higher the wild geoso aecend until far
beneath thorm the wide oxpanse o! marsh-lafld eweeps
liko a groat plain dotted wlth shallow lakes and
veined witb white water-courseo, and mest as the
Sua lifta above the ecraggy woods far oastward, the
oid gandor leade bis weaty, huagry follewers down
te the big mucklaads wbere there le food and safety.

The wild geese haye gene north.


