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as a rule, the men emînent for usefulness have been as eminent for having passed
througli a special course of preparation for their work.

If this ivas needed in the case of extraordinaay men 'who were raised up for a
special providential mission, it seeins even more necessary fer erdinary mon called
te the regular work of the pastorate. Through education, thie experience and
wisdom of the individual is supplomented and corrected by that of the race. ILS
power can be reinforced and sustainod through an intelligent approhiension of spi-
ritual as of natural laws, by tiiose subtie latent forces waiting to be utilized, that
are in ne light sense the power of God. Thus it is seen, that what may be callod the
wisdomi of niPn, is net epposed to that power. I had uch to add in this counec-
tien conceruing the importance of educatien, in qualifying for the various depart-
ments of pastoral work, which I must frern wvant of time eutirely omit.

I close with a single observation, which I add, thougli I fear 1 have net enly
e-,haustod my time, but your patience ; and that is, that the course liere must be
thorough eneugli te censtitute an education. It is net at presont any tee long.
Iu ordinary circumnstances iL should net be abridged. In our eager, impatient,
over-excited age and country, the student isready te suppose that the time devoted
te Pagan classics might bettor be deveted te spiritual werk. The Churches do net
see any reason why they should net cail and settle the youthful Apollos, who
visits them. And the College directors, perhaps against their better judgxnent, re-
luctantly acquiesce irn the arrangement. Now this is more foolishi tlian fer an
artizan te go te his work without Z>teols, or the hands trained te use them ; or for
au architect hastily te run up a house on ne foundation, or an insufficient
foundation. Evory architect knews that the foundation should bear a certain pro-
portion te the size and height of the building. A naturalist can determine from
the period of the grewth, the lengevity of a race or species. And every educator
knews, that if it takes time te train the hand or eye for skilled labour, it must take
much more te secure the f ull, harmonieus working of all the human powers, phy-
sical, intollectual, and sp:ritual-to prepare the whole man in fact as an instru-
ment of Divine grace te operate ou other mnen of every variety, for their eternal
well-being. Education is ne ferced, hot-heuse precess. The young brethren are
here net te cram fer a special occasion, but te form intellectual tastes, te acquire
habits of study and te master at least the rudiments of kneovlodge. When, after
years spent here, duty flowers into privilege, when work of this kind develops into
play, whien patient pledding becemes a pure and high eujeyment-then and net
tili then, they may ho said te ho educated.

Reflecting ou this subject, and looking at the audience, I feel that I have said
tee inuch. 1 did net need te, say se, mich on sucli a subject te such an audience.
But the subject has imperceptibly grown on nie in its interest, and 1 have been
encouraged te proceed thus far by your kind indulgence. I have said euough at
least te show that our ablest ininisters cannot more wisely einpley their ripest
powers than in the service of the College, as professors and lecturers. Our mer-
chant princes, te whomn God has bestowod that blessing of the Old Testament,
the " power te get wealth," and that riclier blessiug of the new, the grace te de-
vote it te His cause, can find ne surer investment te occupy for the Master Liii hie
corne. And though last, net least, the yeung bi<chren who have laid theniselves
on the altaz, eau spend their best years in ne botter way than by careful, con-
scientieus study te iay here a good foundatien for a life of comfort and usefulness
in their work ; se that thus commencing it, they mnay look forward at its close,
te that which every faithful minister regards as his only and a full reward, the
approval of the Master.

From having had the honour of assisting iu a part of the examinations through
which our young brethreu have passed, I arn happy te be able te add my testimony
as te tlieir exceedingly creditable and satisfactery charactor, shewing the thorough-
ness and proficieney of these brethren in the varieus departments of study. And
I doubt net that inany of thom-nay I do net see why I inay net state my convic-
tion more strongly and say, that I hope and believe ail of thiese brethren now


