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VAT BLUE Oit COTTON YARIf.

An aid aif barre! that has bcien cleaned may ho
usedas thc vat forcotton yarn. Itmrustbe 59inches bigh
and 391 inches in diarneter. The barrel is filled with
cold water to wvhich is added the solution of 5 lbs. 8k
ozs. suiphate of iron and 8 lbs. 13 Ozs. burnedl lime,
alter which the whole is stirrcd. Then 4 lbs. 6j ais.
J3engal or java indigo are ground with water in the
miii inta a fine sedirnent, and to this aqueou$ mass is
added the solution af 13 ibs. 31 ozs. suiphate of iran and
8 kilog. burned lime. This is ta bc stirred until the
liquor bas assurned a yellow color, and wben this is
reached the mass is stirred white being poured into the
vat barrel, thon stirred again, and left standing. The
bath lias clarified and is af a nice green yellow calor in
about 6 hours, and may thon be used at once for dyeing,
entering with tbe well moistened yarn, and drawing
about the yarn until the desired shade is obtained. Cotton
yarn dye bouses, wvhich ni;%ke a spccialty af vat calors,
generally keep on hand frorn 6 'ta 8 such vats of differ-
ont ages and percentage of indigo. They are d
tinguished by being called weak and strong vats, iigbt
shades being dyed in wveak vats, white dark shades are
started in themi and dye-d ta shade in the strong vats.
The more the yarn is drawn about in a weak vat, the
faster will be its color. A vat prepared according to
tbe above recipe will dye ligbt bIne on 220J ta 330a7 lbs.
cotton. The principal requirement in vat dyeing is
that the indijo is very finely ground, because it will
exert its fllt strengtb only in a bighly reduced state.
The longer indigo is ground the more can its power of
dyeing be calied upon, in fact aIl the saving in indigo
dyeing lies in the grinding of the pigment. Tbe niost
higbly irecommended bottoms for vat blue on catton
yarn, as aiso the most higiily praised tops, cannot re-
place pure vat blue. The blue tane of catton dyed in
the vat is an entireiy characteristic one, and without
exception lias r. .-ier yet been rivaled by an artificial
dyestuf.fl aithough there are différent dyestuffs that dye
a shade sirnilar to indigo, but without producing ail tbe
pecullarities of the latter. Nor are tbe se dyestuffs as
fast as indigo, and for tbis reason it will remain indis-
pensable for dyeing certain articles.

THE INGRAIN CARPET ýPADE.

An Amnerican paper baving spoken of the prospects
of shipping Anierican made Ingrain carpets ta England,
the Textile Mercury made this comment:I "The In-
grain or Kidderminster carpet in this country is perma-
nentiy dead. It is nat iikeiy to be revived by Ameni.
canis or others. jute Brussels and other cbeap goods,
such as ail ciatb aLd the lower grades of linoleumn, bave
killed the Ingrain trade."

Upc'n thîs a correspcndent writes as followvs from
Philadeiphia ta the Cartel and Uphiolstery Trade Review.

$$Word cornes ta us from across the water that the

Ingrain carpet industry, on account of the close campe-
tition of the lower grades af Tapestry and l3russels car.
pets, is alrnost destroyed. This may bo true of the Eng.
lisli Ingrain industry, but it will not apply on this sitle
ai the water. The fact is that, so far as Amenican 1-
grains are concerned, the demnnd for then% was novu~
greater than now. 1 arn not aware ta wvhat cxtcnt Iu-
grain carpets in Etiglatnd have 'been istprovcd during
the past cight or ten years, but in the United States newv
weaves bave follawed cacb othcr in sticl rapid succes-
sion that they have brougbt the extra Ingrain carp,.s
ta sucb perfection that they do not fear tAie competition
ai low grades af Tapestrics or l3russels. At ane time,
and perbaps now, among the English manufacturers
not more than two colors could bie introduced inta an
Ingrain carpet without producing stripcs, wliich destroy-
ed the wro-tig side ai the carpet and intcrffercd witb tho
symmietry of the design an the righit side. Now ncw
weavcs bave been invented wbich nat only permit the
introduction of any number tif colors without intcnfering
with the symmetry ai the designs, but also unite the
two webs pertcctly, Sa that the Jugrain is no longer a
two-ply carpet, but anc soiid miass. These new wr eos
niake it possible ta produce perfect Brussels effects, nat
anly in the desigrs, but in the sbading of the colors.
Now, taking ail these improvements into consideration,
and tbe tact that a irst-class Amecrican Extra Ingcain
will wear botter than any Tapestry or Brussels carpet
whicb can be sold low enaugb ta compete with tbein in
price, I do not see that tbere is any reason for bcliev.
ing that the good aid Ingrain carpet is on the decline.
In fact it is an the forward rnove, for wve are not yet donc
witb improving it. A few rnonths ugo the popular taste
was mucb in favor of veryr small figures in carpets, nat
auly for smail roorns but forlarge also. Selfcolor effects
wvere mucb called for, and they appeared first in B3ody
l3russeis carpets. Ii was not long, however, before the
ncw weaves enabied the Ingrain manufacturers ta pro-
duce precisely the 6amc effects in their Soods, so that
laid side by side in adjoinisg rooms no anc but an ex-
pert could tell whicbi was Brussels and wvhich wvas In-
grain."

* The strike af buriap and jute carpet weavcrs in
Dundee, wbich took place in August, was ended early
in September by the weavers returuing ta work at the
former wages. It was shown themi very clearly that,
awing ta tbe close campetitian betwcen Dundee and
Calcu tta, it was impossiR.iô to advance wages, and the

* workers, therefore, concluded that tbey bad botter work
on and wait for a peaceable change in tbe conditions oi
the business. The strikers iu thc Ingrain carpet tracte
in Philadelphia carne off sornewhat botter. Before the;
end of August it becamne evident ta the Icading miii

* owners :hat loonis rnust be sta-ted, and anc after an-
other began ta comproinisewitb the hands. They bave
gained this advantage that their present schedule gives
them an advance ai 71 per cent, on extra siupers, and
the milîs generally are ruir .ing fui! tirne in Philadel-
phia, the chief centre ai tbis trade.


