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NATURAL HISTORY.

Sport of the Otter.—Tbe disposition of
the Otter is singular and interesting. ‘Thesr
Tavorite spoitissliding, and for this purpose,
in winter the highest ridge of snow is select-
‘edto’ the top of which the otters scramble,
‘where, ldying on the belly, with the fore feet
bent backivards, they give themselves an
Ampulse with the hind legs, and swiltly glide
hoad foremost down tle dechvity, sume-
times for thedistance of twenty yards. This
gport they continue a parently with the
Kkeenest enjoyment, until fatigue or hunger
induces thew todesist. 1n the summer this
amusement is obtained by selecting a spot
‘where the river bank is sloping,has aclayey
-~ scil, and the water at itsbaseis of consider-
able depth. The otters then remove from
the surface, for the breadth of several feet,
thesticks, roots, stones and other obstruc-
tions, and render the surface us level as pos-
sible. They climb up the bank at a less
precipitous spot, and starting from the top,
slip with velocity over the inclining ground,
and plump into the water to a depth pro-
portioned, to the weight and rapidity of
wotion. After a few slides, the surface of
the clzy becomes very smooth and slippery,
- aud the rapid succession of the sliders show
how. much these animals are delighted by
the sport, a5 well as how capable they are
of perfurming actions which have no ather
abject than that of pleasure or diversion,

“
THE SEAS BOTTON.

The bottom of the basin of the sea seems
to have inequalities like those of the sur-
fa#t of the continents,
would present mountains, valleys, and plains.
1tis covered almost throughout, by ar im-
lense quantity of estaceous animals, or
th(c)fe who have shells, intermixed with sand
andigtain,
18 compdsed of o compart bed, of shells,

Were it dried up, it]

The bottom of the Adriutic Sea | k

several handred feet in thickness. A cole- |
brated diver, employed to descend into the |
Strait of Aessina, saw there, with horror,
enormous polypi attached to the racks, the
arms of which, being several feet long, were
more than suflicier* to strangle 2 man. I
many seas, the eye perceives nothing but a
bright, sandy bottom, extending for several
hundred miles without an intervening object,
Butin others, particularly in the Red Seca,
1t is very different : the whole body of this
extensive bed of water is, literally speaking,
a forest of submarine plants and corrals,
formed by insccts for their habitation, some-
times branching outto 2 greatextent. Here
are seen the madropores, sponges, mossss,
sea mushrooms, and various other things,
covering every part of the bottom. ‘Ihe'
bed of many parts of the sea, near America, !
preseuts a very different, though a very !
beautiful appearance. ‘I'here itis covered
with vegetables, which makes it Jook green
as 2 weadow; aud beneath are seen thousands
of turtle, and other sea animals, “feeding
thereon. There arc some places of the sea
where 1o bottom has yet been found, still it
is not bottomless. The mountains of con.
tnents seem to correspond with what are
called the the abysses of the sea, The high
est mountains do not rise above 23,000
feet : and, allowing for the effects of the
elements, some suppose that the sea is not
beyond 30,000 feet in depth. Lord Mul-
grave used, in the Nothern Ocean, a very
heavy sounding lead, and gave out along
with it cable rope to the length of 4,980 feet,
without finding bottom. But the greatest
depthever so:nded was by Captain Scoresby,
who, in the Greenlund Seas, could find
no bottom with 12,000 fathoms or 72,000
feet of line. According to Laplace, its
mean depth is about two miles, which sup-
posing generally received estimates to be
correct, as to the proportion the extent of
the water bears to the er land on the carth’s
surface, would make about 260 millions of
cubic feetof water. » ’

BIOGRAPHY.

JAMES FERGUSON,

James Ferguson, an ingenious philosopher
and astronomer, was born in 1710, at Keith
2 village in the shif¢ of Banff, in Scotland,
His parents baing poor, he was placed out as
% servast to a farmer, who employed him in
eeping sheep ; in which situation he ac- |
quirec a surprising knowledge of the stars, -

and his abilities being discovered by some.

neighbouring gentlemen, one of them took
him to his house, where he learnt decimal
arithmetic and the rudiments of algebra and
geometry from the butler. From a descrip-
tion of the giobes in Gordon’s grammar, he
mude one in three weeks sufficiently accu-
rate to enable him to work problems, e
afterwards made a woodenclock and a watch,
on which he was employed by some of the
gentry in repairing and cleaning clocks ;
und having a taste for drawing, he earned
sowething by drawing patterns for ladies
work., He Text began to draw portraits
with Indian ink, by which he supporte
himself creditably some years. In 1743 he
cawe to London, where he published some
astronomicul tables aud ca culatiops, and
gave lectures in experimental phil_osogby,
which he repeated with success throughout
the kingdom. 1n 1754 he published o brief
description of the solar system, with ap
astronumical account of the year of our
Sayviour’s Crucifixion, 8yo. ; alspan.Jdea of
the Material Universe, deduced from a Sur-
vey of the Solar system, But his greatesg
work is his ¢ Astronomy explained upon sir
Isaac Newton’s Principles, and made easy
to those who have not studied Mathemat-
ics.”” It first appeared in 3756, 4to. and
has been several times reprinted ip 8vo. On
the accession of the present king, to whom
he had read lectures, Mr, Ferguson cbtain-
ed a pension of fifty pounds a-year. In
1763 he was elected a fellow of the Rojyal
Society, without prying the admission feg,
or the anaual subscriptions ; the same year
appeared his Astronomical Tables and
Precepts, 8vo. In 3767 he published
Tables and Tracts relative to several Arts
and sciences, 8vo, Besides these works he
was the author of Select Mechanical Exer-
cises : the Young Gentleman and Lady’s
Astronomy ; an Easy Introduction to As-
tronomy ; an Introduction to Electricity ;
the Art of Drawing in Perspective made
easy ; and several tracts and papers in
the Philosophical Transactions. He died
in1776, Mr. Ferguson was a man of un-
assuw‘ng manaers, meek, innocent and re-
ligious, 4 .
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