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MISCELLA.NEOUS.

CLOSING REMARKS GF HON. T. D’ARCY McGEE'S
ORATION ON CONFEDERATION.

I trust the House will permit me to add a few words as
to the pringiple of Confederation considered in itself. In the
application of this prineiple to former constitutions, there
certainly always was one fatal defect, the weakness of the
central authority. Of all the Federal constitutions I have
ever heard or read of, this was the fatal malady : they were
short-lived, they died of consumption. (Laughter.) But I
am not prepared to say that Lecause the Tuscan League
elected its chief magistrates for two months and lasted a
century, that therefore the Federal principle failed. On
the contrary, there is something in the frequent, fond
recurrence of mankind to this principle, among the freest
people, in their best times and worst dangers, which leads
me to believe, that it has a very deep hold in human nasure
itself—an excellent basis for a government to have. But
indeed, sir, the main question is the due distribution of
powers—a question I dare not touch to-night, bt which 1
may be prepared to say something on before the vote is
takeil.  The principle itself seems to me to bLe capable of
beings so adapted as to promote internal peace and external
security, and to call into action a genuine, enduring and
heroie patriotisin. It is a fruit of this principle that makes
the modern Itulian look back with sorr w and pride over
a dreavy waste of sevent centuries to the famous field of
Legnano; it was this principle kindled the heacons which
burn yet on the racks of Uri; it was this principle that
broke the dykes of Holland and overwhelmed the Spanish
with the tate of the Egyptian oppressor. It is a prineiple
capable of inspiring 2 noble ambition and a ost salutary
emulation. You have sent your youny wen fo guard your
frontier. You want a principle o guard your young men,
and thus truly defend your froutier.  For what do good
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