
% TnF UANADIAN MUNICIPAL JOURNAL.

MIISCELLANE OUS.

CLOSING REMARKS OF HON. T. D'ARCY McGEE'S

ORATION ON CONFEDERATION.

1 trust the fouse will permit me to add a few w-ords as
to the prin.ciple of Confederation considered in itself. In the
application of this principle to formier constitutions, there
certainly alwvays w'as one fatal defeet, the weakness of the
central authority. Of ail the Federal con.stitutions 1 have,
ever heard or read of, this w'ai the fatal îilady: they w'ere
shortlived, they died of consumption. (Lau-ghter.) But I
ar n ot prupared to say that because the Tuscan League
elected its chief iigistrates for tw'o înonth-z and LIsted a
century, that therefore the Federal principle failed. On
the contrary, there is soniething in the frequent, fond
r,,etirrence of miankind to this principle, ainong the freest
peopLý, in their best tinies and worst dangers, which leads
nie to lielieve, t1iat it hias a very deep hiol(1 in humian nature

isl-nexcellent basis for ai governiiivnt to hiave. But
indeed, sir, the main question is the (lue distribution of
powvers-a que.stion 1 d1 are flot toueh to-niight, b ut w'hich 1
may lie prer)ared to ,say somethingî on bc-fore the vote is
takein. Tlic principle it.self seeins to me to 1me capable of
being so dpe as to proinote internai peace aail external

suîy', and to caîl into action a g-enuine, enduringr zini
heroie p)atrio)tisxii. It is a fruit of this principle that inakes
the iiodleri ltdian look back with sorr w anil pridu rver
a1 dIrar~ wat of ev centuries to the fanions, iield of
Legnano; it was this prineiiiIz inqilk-d the bcnswhieli
burn yet on flie rocks c; f Urî; it xvas thisý principle that
broke the ilvkes of Hoîlanci and o%-erwlielrne(l the Spanishi
with the 1iieù of the Eggyptian oppr-e«sor. It is a principl'
capable of inspiring a i iol le amition and a wo4i salutary
eninlation. You lhavesent your young ii-en to guard Von'.-
frontier. You wvant a principle ta' guard your yonng il1<11,
and thus truly cfend your froiùtiecr For whiat do foodl
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