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own people hias for every mian wvho bias been initiated a peculiar
charm. Vie do not forget those dlistant pcoples to whlom our
respccted bretlhren hiave gone as missionaries, and -we do not
forg(ret thiat it is an important part of our duty to serve thiein,
but the liinits of our subjèect wiIl inake it necessary to conflne
ourselves just nowv to the people of our owni provinces.

And as for even the people of Ontario and Quebec tiiere is
time for the mention of only a few reasons wliy tliey need the
Bible. To those we now invite your attention.

(a). Tktey izeeci it to give interest to lifr. l'le nonotoniy of
a treadinili was clearly neyer intended for mien to, -%%'xoxn God
lias grivenl thiedelicate power of tlxoughrlt. Tijat, this is true is
evident froni the revenge, that -Nature t&]z-s upon those whose
life lias beeni reduced to a inere, mechaixical round of duty. ln
the gyrindingr of the mul of life many nien in both highi and low
circles liave been so bea,,ten doivi that they have lost ail amnbi-
tion and ail intcrest. There are two dangers that thireaten this
c]ass. TLliey are eitlier driven to the inechanical xneans of
arousingr temporary and artificial interest by the excessive use
of intoxicatingr liquors, or else they plod aiong iii drcary mono-
tony until the reason lias gone--thieir life lias been starved.

To stemi this tide the Bible offers the greateýst facilities, for
once men and woinen can secure a real interest in it, the dul
xnonotonyw~illbegone. The books bound in the Divine Library3
eau becomue intensely fascinating. Somne parts lizze the direct-
ness and pow'er aud sixnplicity of 1ifomer, andl aflbrdï the lest
of schools for the triainingr of the imiagination; sonie parts
have ail the greniýal breadtli of Rlerodotus ini the stories they
have to teli; othiers hiave the exa]ted seif-restraint of Thucydi-
des, aud biis suppresscd pathos in Iayingr bare the cause-s of the
nation's failure; stili othiers have the tragic sonbrencss of
iBsehylus, or the dignified sereniity of Sophiocles iii the, midst of
seemning disaster; and some, again have the lighit grace of Ilonrace
ini dle7ineat.inç t.he enotions and aLspiratiz)is of the individual
hieart. Ail thlese qualitie-s are found in the, liibIe, but the weak-
nesses of the Olassie Literature are left out

And the reinarkable feature about it ail is thiat, the intense
carnestnessîand reaiity of thiese Writingts inake, the Book not
the exclusive prize of scholars, but the hieritagre ud solace of the.
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