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CANADA MILITARY GAZETTL,

Ihe Lafe and Upintons of Generat S Cuarl s
Juines Nupier, G C.5 By Livut <Geneial Su
W, Napier, K C B, Le. &e  dvols 2.
With Portraits.  Jooudon, 1857,

CTans, says Sie William Nagoer, shall be the
wlary of 8 utan who never tarmshed lns reputa-
tion by & stumetul decd —of one who suludued
distant nations by s vaior, and Wien goseroed
them se wisely that Buglish tale waus reveteneed
and losed wiiere befure 1 bad been teared nnd
cxecrated.!  Ting, we nay add, ts the story o' s
man who united i s person quabies ws tae-
nattng as were ever combiusd 1 1 beto =o'
ruan who joined to the chivalry of a soldiee the
sonsitiveness of u woman—wiose sonl sveuid
by urns to be flaming with fizo and meliay
with tecderpess—whoie life predents u sugulur
cotabinaton of romanticwiventures with dun.cs-
tic virtueg —uf memorabln deeds with the unlinal-
ing commentary of sagacivus reflectivas aud
toachiug sentiments, .

Rotnance meots us at the opening pags o! the
Viography. Toe materaal gramifathicr ot Clits.
Nupier was the second Duke of Rictimond, who
s smmsoned feom college to wed the dnugn-

ter of Lord Cadogaa, # gicl it tive uursery. Tne ¢

pricipals bud uot becu conaulted o the 1ateh,
which was armnged between their parents i
scttlement of x gumbling debt; aud when the
young Lurd March caught syzht of i3 brige, le
exciauned with alarm, *Jurely you are not go-
iug te wmacey we to that dowdy? T diatety
after the ceremony e was burricd away o the
continent in cliarye of a tutor, and remained
ubroad for three yeara,
to se2 the dowdy he had led o thealtar, he wend
to the theatre iustead of to his house, aud had
his auention attracted to n beautitul wanan,
e reigaing toast of that day.  Heguired her
nause, nud found tuat this admired of ail adws-
rers was bis owvn wife. He died in 1730, and
such waa tie happiness which had resalted from
the inauspicious allinace, that his widow pined
away tbrough grief athis loss, and only sur-
wived Lim & twetvemonth.

Her daagiter, Lady Sarah, the future mother
of Charles Napier, had got beea without her
shure of somance, for if George 111 h‘zul hind his
will she would have been qucea ot England.—
*§he was, says Horasce Walpole, ‘a luds of the
auo0st bivoming beauty, shining with all the goa-
ces of naaffected but animated uature.” Though
aho onco refused the mouarch, be pessevered
liis courtabip 1ill he gained her consent. Then
bis mother taterposed, nud such was ber aseen.
Jeacy at that period, that he mechanically :e-
cepted the bride she had selected for i, and
resigned tise clioice of kis hearl,

On his snother's side Charles Napier was fourth
ia descent feom Chasles 1. of England, and
sizth in Jescent tsumn Heary 1V, of France. Un
his futlier’s, savs Sic Willian, * he traced bis e
age to the great Montrose, aad the still greater
Napier of Meschiston, the inventorof logantinus,
Heace the bluod of the white-plumed  Bearnoss
commingled with that of the heroic Highlauder
ia Lis vcing, and his unn was vot lesd strong
thaa theies in battle, The lapse of years pro-
duces strange conjuactions. Fhe grandson of
the mathematiciau lost his lands tighting tor
Claries 1., and, having asked then back in vaiy
at the bands o Charles If., he died in destitu-
tion. ‘Now, continued Sir Willium, * 1 descen-
dant of the ungrateful dissolute monarch, whase
life made others so $xd, was uaited to a

mecry
deacendant of the despoiled Jord, and they aud
their children were to struggle with povesty.—~

}iad the confiscated lands been restored, the Na-
icr julieritance would liavo Lieen vast; for the
o3t estate i3 said to have comprised all the

ground covered by the new town of Edinburgh,

up tn the tower of Merchiston.! Tueroyaibloud
shows well in the Napicr liue. They bave sot
een & tace redowned for tacekuess, but thecele-
brated brothers with whom our generagionis fa-
anilias bave always displayed a kinglike grau-

dcur of wind. .

The Hooorable Gearge Napitr, the fatber of
out bero, was himself an extraordinary person.
His son leoked back 2o him throughout life as
the moudel of all that was great aud command-
fog, and, atalate period of his own career,
when reviewing the distingdished deeds of hira-
oif and Ais bacthere. he daclared that they were

Dreadimg 0 g return 15 etated sa the biogeapny of s prowesd, Dur-

uone ot thetn cqual to hinee * 1 have uesery e |
auds, faven ls eqaai, bat sons age pusaibly not
ol Judges. However, we all resolved ot 1o
dizgtuve tim, iud wete be uhive e woald be sas !
tishied.’  Leorge Nupier Lad been a pugal ot
tHagwe the listontan, haa setved i the Aneteats
wat, futd subsegaentdy  ttied aosanay ol sithas!
tions, 1 all of which he distinguishet hiwsself,
fthough noue of them atbaded sithoacnt scop
piot bta Femachubie Laents, wad cuded by beeon-
sing Cotpteolies of Muttney Aecoauts wa bielinnd,
;' wheie e tewovered several anithions ot money
tlur the pubtic”  He waz of arge siature, mul,'
13 will be seen fromn e descagtiotin vne of the |
jJuurnals of lis con, Waus pussezacd uf proputtivie
nte atteugihy i—~
e was B teet 3o e wna thie Bandsornest san ) !
v daid ey it 8 e sl itk R e Was i P tee
Gle taast usals gure. S Jusditit ) fiads st tan vaie i
Iy tasingg was tual bite acca W oo sacds fiave
Rebewss T 1a8e & Pewier quatt, wind equuczo o tatan
lus Sttt it Gt o papet, 2 o @ie de Wasan vl ;
tucsess il 1 et b of Parace Adoats i, Cathie
Chabin e btstaad, Wbt Was 3 LR MBS Lottt e 0 slaed
Ut Qi S it Waed Catoaded Atraght i tin
Saalded, ded bis Bead statiady Winta lae Prane .
S he Al oo Ihe e Monid bave sad i cllaase
aaadeeg Wit Ut L7

‘Fo this Sie Wit adds that his imposing ape |
peatance had sucts a slttnang resctublance wo thie
wousaay greaading e Weaes jucture of the
deati ot Wolle, tnatl e Was erolivously sape
frosed 1o titve aul tur e (gite ) ° Lut B et
was giauder, b1s ¢ye nute talcoushiag, bis tures
baad teso tlesuy, suowing Bucr blood, uud his
Jaw mote squate and detertmned.) Aninstange t

g e pentod wiien preceded the Jush ebed- -
f1uh Lae s0luitss Wete tuy s Petsatols atith sume- |
tes tue savpecs of mien bislaity, Fwo, who
were pasaing stlotyg i deep tuad, eked it gues-
tion ul suwe higyemahers i leld abose, and
were nuaneted oy a brotler of Cuatles Naper
vt boyisa fevity, The men, iratated, cainsved
te watled feave, awd oue of thens dectared he
would Layunet the ciitd. “Fhe atiwer came i
sight nt the moment , and *leamuy hikie u pau-?
ther radier than 8n4n,’ basicaed to the spot.—

Tire soldiers, afarmied 1w ther 1ara, jumped back |
o the road.  Regardicss of Wie Dayviets they
preseated 10 the cinnence above, Colonet Na- |
pier jumped nfter them, aod with a gis-lout quare-
teg-stutl, Whict, hie carsied 1 s hand, Lid outh
the ruiliaus w the dust.  Then sazing e chief’
offender; * he deagged bim, studing Bhe 2 gt
a8 he was, towards the vithage, aad delnvesed
g, ruastay fus meiey, mto the ctsludy vl
sergeant,  Two remaiRable examples of s sa- |
gaeetty will sbow thiat fizs mental guadities Kept»
pace with bis pivsical,  Bewag i tue sawe tegte’
tweut with Erstuae, besaw the dirccuon o’
wiich lis gemus lay, wnd prevailed on i el
quit the army for tue bar; aud when Eusiga
Wellestey was commoniy conshdered w leelatd
*a shallow, sauey stuapling, Culonel Nagier dise
cerned 1 Lim the geans of Fisld Marstal the
Duke of Wollingion, ¢ Tiwse, bie sad, ‘who!
‘Mg hghtly of it iad are unwide in their geues
mution; tie tas in bim the wakuggs ofa greaty
gauersl’  Tuere is auotber poat vi wiich sub-i
sequent expurience has abundantly proved the
Justaiess ot s perceptions.  Thongh aliberalin
potitics, ¢ g primciptes were immovably wonac-
chica), aud bie beld democracy to be an ever-
scethiug caldron, tn which tbe scam contisaal-
1y rose o the surtace!

Charles Napuer was boru at Whitehall the 10th
of August, 1382, 1lis parcnts rawoved o Cel-
bridge, teu wiles frowr Dubtin, wheu hie was
three years old, and lie grew upamid the tuibu.
feut scenes which marked the coming petiod.—
11is carly chuntcter was in keeping with iils la-
ter. e was only siv when a showman, with
wild sopect and &t stentorian voice, cutnisanded
aternticd sweep to peteh humself on the wp of
a ladider which the pecformer was about to bal-
auce on his chin.  Colunel Napierasked his son
if e would accept the post from which the pro-
fessioual climaber shrunk in dismay.  *Sileuitor
amuoiacat, bescancd o fear, but, suddealy look-
ing up, sud Yes, and was Lorue alolt muid the
chicers of the spectators!

Ho bad Lis coramission at twelve years of age,
and accoropanied lis futlies to the camp at Net-
ley. Juvenile 08 he was, ho must bave appeared
sull younger frors his diminutive form, for tho'

hits patents wad las brolhess wore all of tue sta
tate, tuaittvatent by o nurse had stunted  his
gronth, I3 conrtititton tecoseted, but his
tratme vetaaed slighit, and un fnetdent whicl
dud 1ot vecur Ul toar pears after bis admission
ity the nemy indieates that Le must hase ap-
penred in the cunp e Setley much Like o detes
gate Lon Lathiput. s father, ot the penod of
she Losh acba o, swoured the countzy with o
conpan of the Denry mudtia b pitehiedurk
nignt they Gune Laee to face with souae supposed
tsutgents fefore a tight conld conamenee Col.
Nepier enlled out u palitaty order, to be sure
tat they were foes, At nuswaring coy o=
clutued them fdends. * At that momest the
twoon shone out, and Clieles Napier was seen,
with hix sadd fusil, chiarging bayouets in oppo-
sition o Tin Sullivan, the biggest wyu of the
Cork wilitia. T looked down in nstonish-
went an instng, and then, cutching his stall
fue up in his nnmg, Lissed bim.)’

The tesolution with which the little hero was
about 1o chage Larly wen in the durk, which

“ulways aggravates gear, was a picture of the

contrage Le invartadily displayed in situations of
peril.  Theforward Lravery, however, for which
he was renotued was sot the result of physical
tenperament, bt ot an indomitable mind.  He
hadd that tosce of wall which caubles the higher
tacaities of the understanding o control its
wenker instinets—as power wineh e shured with
hiz Bearnots aucestor, who quivered wath sppre-
heusion before the battles in which he excinimed
tu his soldivrz, * Follow iy white plumes, they
will ever b tound in the path which leads to
ghory ‘== power wiach be possessed in comon
with the great “Parenne, who, observing his legs
shihe at the coumtencement of an activh, said,
apostrop bising them, ¢ You v oudd treinble much
aure iY 1o Kaew wheze | was about to carry
vou!  When the nervons impulses ure marked,

“the mental strength which acts in defiance of
« thetn wust be o Wit superior order which con-
. quers cireumstances and is a sure indication of

s greatness born 10 conunand, The natural time
idity of Cliasles Napier did uot, perhaps, cqual

i that of cither the Menarch or the Marshal, but
! his during, cool or fiery nsthc oceasion requited,

and always sustained, was not interior to heirs,
nor his selfecontros less complete.  His father’s
choce and the nssoviations of clildiioud carried
him into a profeasion which, much as be shone
in it, was never to his taste. Though the seanse
ofduty, the necessity for action, and his genins
for war, might excite his enthusiasn, his senti-
ments were te the Iast the same which bie has de-
scribed when at tweaty-one years of age ke got
his troop, and conld nut summon up one ¢ino-
tion of pleasure at this carly attainment o' the
object of 1 young soldier’s ambition. ‘To ine
militaey life is hke dancsug up  loug room with
awirror at the end, agaiust which we cut our
faces, and g0 the deception ends, [t is thas gai-
Iy men ollow their teade of Mood, thinking it
glitters, hut to meitappears without brightuess
ur reflection, au diriy red.’

In analysing bis teclings before he hnd served
against an eaciny, Charles Napier recorded that
he should be more aflected in battle Ly the dise
like of Leing maimed than by the fear of being
killed, By asirgular fate his lot was to be

wice maimed 10 o degree which was hardiy
cousistent with life, and in almost unparalleled
dangers to escape being killed,  His liability to
bodily accidents scemed bardly less in peace
thay in war. At ten in leaping a baak be tore
the flesh from his leg iu 2 frightful manoer, and
at seventeen hie brokeitin Jumping overaditch,
On looking dowa he Saw s foot under his kuee,
and the banes protradiug. Sick ntibe sightaad
in violent prun, Bie had yet the nerve 2o nmake n
companion hold his leg below while he puiled it
up above, and thus set it bimself, The surgeons
prouounced that it wust cottic off, but deferred
the ultimate verdict to the secoud day.  Being
vouag vain of his legs, he resolved o com-
mit suicide wather than live an wutilated, and
hie sent the madd to buy soine laudannm, which
Le kid under his pillow. - Luckily,' says he,
‘the dociusy found we batter, uiid 3o saved e
from n contamptible action, Pethaps, if it bad
come 10 the point, I might bave had more scnso
and less courage thao § gave myself credit for?
When be was sufficicntiy recovered to walk, be
fonnd that the botes hisd becn set awsey. *‘Lhis,




