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strength to the finaer to depress the jaw, and protects it froma bite. If
the patient should grip your ring, and you wish to withdraw it, simply
turn it o as to bring the lip to one side, when it may be withdrawn “ in
spite of the teeth.”
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A FEW THOUGHTS ON AMALGAM.
By Cnas. tlanoixg, London, Eng.

Of late years there has been <o miich improvement in the manufacture
of amalgams for filling teeth, that they have become more popualar in
cases where gold cannot be nsad to advantage, and the most eminent prac-
titioners in all parts of Faurope use amalgm for their best as well as
poorest patients. T do not refer, of conrse, to those impure and filthily
prepazed combinations which carned for any amalgam, however good, the
unreasonable opposition some years ago in the Unitzd States,  There is
as much difference between a properly prepared wumalgam and these dirty
prepavations, as there is between pure eold ol and gold foil adulterated
with lead, and, while believing that we should always use gold when we
can, the practice of vespeetable dentists, for twenty-five years, will bear
witness to the usefulness of amalzam, when a soft plug is required,  In
this conncetion I might say, that in jodging of amalgam, it i
erroneous and unfair to do so by the work of quicks.  Let us take its
history under the manipulation of honest men, the only fair way to judge
any material for filling teeth.

The charge of “salivation” from amalzam is held in Europe as mere
assumption, and I would advise looking beyond it, in diagnosis where
amalgam 1s nresent in the teeth.  Recently T had apatient, aged 29, who
came to me, and accused amalgam, [ had inserted three years before, as
the cause of ptyalism presented. My dear friend,” I said, “tell me
bow long is it sinee you were treated for syphilis, and what quantity of
mercury did you swaliow.” That person collapsed.

Onc point strikes me of importance in sccuring a clean face to amal-
gam, and smoothness of surface at the cdges of the cavity, In the first
niace, the edges should be as carcfully smoothened as if goid is to be
used, and the cntire preparation of the cavity done as thoroughly ag
possible. The cavity should be carefully dried and kept so during the
plugginz ; the silver and tin should be ground fine in a mortar after
being filed, and washed in salt and water, and dried, then washed
again in aleohol and dried in the sun; the mercury should have no
sediment. I always purify mine by distillation of the red oxide. The
amalgam should be made in a small mortar, and after being well
rubbed together, the excess of mercury should be squeezed out,



