
transfer or retention referred to, and it 
was clearly shown that Heinze had for 
years been liable to taxation upon 270- 
000 acres of this land, yet what had this 
government done toward the collection 
of these taxes during the two years in 
which it had held office. Then there 
was the case of the B. C. Southern land 
grant in connection with which condi­
tions were imposed upon settlers and 
intending purchasers that were direct­
ly contrary to the land act, while the 
grant of three million three hundred 
thousand acres had become Indisput­
ably liable to taxation. The finance 
minister had claimed he was going after 
a dollar wherever it was due to the 
province, yet what endeavor had he 
made to collect taxes on these lands. 
Placing the value of these lands at the 
very lowest mark of $1 an acre, and 
allowing an assessment of but one per 
cent, here was uncollected revenue of 
$300,000 per annum, of which the pro­
vince was robbed for the advantage of 
a railway company.

The government, it was maintained

effect of the policy of restricting the 
exportation of our raw material in for- 
est wealth.

“Coming now to the matter of our 
mineral production, we find that it 
amounted to $21,403,000 last year, this

ulterior effect,” when after years of wait­
ing for a profitable return the planter 
finds himself In a worse condition than 
when he begs. After the exhibition in

at which the house rose it is impossible 
tonight to more than give a brief sum­
mary of Oliver’s address, but a full re­
port of the speech will appear in these 
columns in the course of a few days. 
In his opening remarks, Oliver gener­
ously congratulated the minister of fin­
ance upon his clear, business like pres­
entation of the budget and extended his 
personal congratulations to the minister 
for the undoubted care and ability he 
brought to bear upon his department.

In view of the heavy sacrifices made 
by the taxpayers of the provinces, both 
in the form of increased taxation and in 
the material curtailment in expenditures 
upon public works, Oliver said it was 
satisfactory to find that these sacrifices 
had not been made in vain, that they 
had at least enabled the finance minister 
to announce a substantial surplus. In 
the face of the increased taxation and 
the curtailment of expenditure upon 
public works it would have been strange 
indeed had the minister of finance not 
been able to bring about an equilibrium 
between revenue and expenditure. He 
was able to join with the minister in 
congratulating the province upon the 
improvement and expansion of its chief 
industries. With regard to some of these 
industries, the improvement in which 
had so materially enriched the provin­
cial treasury, it was only fair to place 
the credit where it belonged. The 
greatest increase in provincial revenue 
was from our timber resources and the 
boom In the lumbering industry was dir­
ectly attributable to the settlement of 
the northwest provinces, thanks to the 
wise and intelligent Immigration policy 
of the liberal government at Ottawa. 
Another source of increased revenue was 
the sale'of lands, and here again Brit­
ish Columbia was benefitted by the 
splendid efforts of the dominion govern, 
ment to attract settlers. In this regard 
it was also only right and proper to 
consider what the provincial government 
had done to encourage the development 
of the natural resources and help along 
the healthy expansion of our various in­
dustries. By a reference to the public 
accounts he found that in the first two 
years in which the McBride government 
held office they increased taxation upon 
real property 39 per cent, on personal 
property 106 per cent, upon wild lands 
43 per cent. But with regard to the lat­
ter item, which largely affected land 
speculators, he found that the govern­
ment recently reduced the taxation on 
wild lands some 10 per cent, making it 
equal to barely 50 per cent of the tax­
ation imposed upon improved property. 
He found further, that the government 
had increased the income tax 150 per 
cent, the mineral tax 50 per cent, the 
coal tax, in the shape of royalties, etc., 
25 per cent, and had established a new 
tax against the mining industry by im- 
posing a tax on all crown granted min­
eral claims. In all other instances there 
was an average increase of taxation of 
TS per cent, and coincident therewith 
there had been an average annual re­
duction in the expenditures on public 
works in the past two years of 40 per 
cent. It was abundantly evident there­
fore that the people of British Columbia 
had made very large sacrifices to en- 
able the finance minister to announce a 
surplus, but it was not so apparent that 
this surplus had been obtained by .any 
wise legislative or any administrative 
act of the government. th

Oliver said that he fully agreed with

ernment for its undue subservience to 
corporate influences and its utter disre­
gard for the efforts of the struggling 
settlers, prospectors and miners, and 
briefly sketched lines upon which he be­
lieved the affairs of the province should 
be administered, and in accordance with 
which a liberal government would so ad­
minister these affairs after the next ap­
peal to the country bad been taken 
whether during the present year or in 
the ordinary course, during the coming 
year.

Brown (Greenwood) moved the ad- 
journement of the debate.

Routine work occupied the balance of 
the afternoon session. Two amendments 
to the bill to amend the Columbia and 
Western Subsidy Act in committee, pro­
posed by MacGowan (Vancouver) and 
Hawthornthwalte (socialist) respective- 
ly, give good promise of affording an­
other fight on this question before the 
C. P. R. is finally confirmed in its claim 
for a land subsidy.

The first amendment reads as follows: 
"This act shall not come into force un­
til the lieutenant governor in council is: 
assured that the Columbia and Westerm 
company or the C. P. R. company, has: 
granted to the Pacific coast merchants 
equal freight rates to Kootenay and 
Crow’s Nest points that now obtain, or 
may obtain, from Winnipeg to the said 
points."

The second amendment reads: “Pro­
vided always that weher any settler or 
squatter has occupied continuously, or 
improved to any reasonable extent, or 
made written application for, prior to 
the year 1906, a portion of land not ex­
ceeding 160 acres in extent situated 
within the crown land grant by the said 
act, he shall be entitled to receive from 
the said company a grant for the same 
in accordance with the existing regula­
tions governing the disposal of pre- 
empted crown lands."

It is understood that the government 
have made terms with Price Ellison in 
regard to the Midway and Vernon rail­
way bill. The premier’s opposition will 
be removed and arrangements will be 
made whereby an early settlement of 
the railway’s claim to a subsidy will be 
effected.

The evening session was devoted 
mainly to the further consideration in. 
committee of the whole of the bill to. 
consolidate and amend the Municipal. 
Clauses Act. Several Other bills were 
advanced a stage and the bill to amend, 
the Columbia and Western Susidy Act,, 
passed through committee, with the ad­
dition of a new section proposed by 
Hawthornthwaite as given above.

MacGowan’s proposed section was: 
voted down, the premier taking the 
stand that to add a clause to the bill 
of the nature proposed by MacGowan, 
was inopportune and unfair. The griev­
ances of coast merchants in the matter 
of C. P. R. freight rates were being con- 
sidered by the Dominion Railway Com-. 
mission and he had every reason to be­
lieve that body would deal fairly and 
effectively with the matter.

Hawthornthwaite’s proposed section 
did not pass without debate. Oliver 
pointed out that there should be no. 
need for such a lection. Under the 
statute law of the province settlers were 
entitled to greater rights than those 
cited in the proposed new section. It 
was true that the government of the day 
had over-ridden the statute law and al- 
lowed the C. P. R. to handle lands they 
had no claim upon. He was afraid that 
the proposed amendment would" restrict 
the rights of the public, which by statute

rent year, I feel quite safe in prophesy­
ing that the end of the year will show 
that once more we have succeeded in 
living within our income, and possibly 
have a small balance to the good.

“Now, with regard to today’s esti­
mates of revenue and expenditure for 
the fiscal year ending 30th June next, 
you will see that the revenue is estimat­
ed at $2,647,976, or $87,000 more than 
for the present year, although in arriv­
ing at that amount allowance has been 
made for decreases under certain heads. 
Owing to the amendments to the Assess­
ment Act by which the presonal pro­
perty tax has been reduced, there being 
also some reductions in railway proper­
ty tax, and a classification made of 
timber and coal lands, and also to the 
fact that we find, that although there 
is a large increase in income tax from 
$28,910 in 1903, to $72,000 in 1906, still 
the estimate for last year was in excess. 
We have consequently reduced the esti­
mate under these heads thus: Taxes, 
under the four headings referred to, 
$65,000; mining receipts generally, in­
cluding free miners’ certificates, $15,000; 
licenses, $20,000; coal taxes and royalty, 
$20 000, and miscellaneous $40,000, a 
grand total of $160,000. On the other 
hand we are able to increase our esti­
mate of revenue from land sales and 
land revenue generally by $35,000; rev­
enue from timber royalties and licen- 
ses, $135,000; mineral tax, $15,000; un­
worked crown-granted lands $10,000; re­
gistry fees, $10,000, and revenue tax 
$10,000-or $215,000 in all; to which 
there may be added as from new sources 
of income $10,000, expected to be der­
ived from log scalers’ fees, $14,700 und- 
er the Dyking Assessment Act, and $20,- 
000 under the commercial travelers’ tax 
—making in all increases of $269,700. 
In other words, against the decreases 
enumerated we show a total net excess

pansion of receipts through gratifying 
provincial industrial growth.

“The amount received under the head 
of refund of proportionate collections 
under the Chinese restriction act now 
appears practically for the last time. The 
act has been found to work a virtual ex­
clusion of the Chinese, and we cannot ex-! 
pect to see this item of revenue appear 
again, at least for a long time. The col­
lections for the last year amounted to 
but $1000. In 1904 it may be remembered 
we received 268,000 under this head. In 
1903, as I have said, the amount was 
$225,000 and in all we have received as 
our share of the proceeds of this law 
$953,000 and, as this large source of rev­
enue has now disappeared, it will be 
well for us to remember that such a sur­
plus as we show this year can hardly 
be repeated, and It will at the same time 
be necessary for us to exercise the ut­
most care and economy in order to keep 
our expenditures within the revenues.

“As already stated, the increased rev­
enue shown by the accounts, points in­
disputably to an improvement in our In­
dustrial conditions—through expansion, 
development and prosperity in all parts 
of the province. This improvement 
will be the more readily grasped by a 
comparison of revenue during the past 
few years. In the year 1900, the net 
revenue was $1,544,102. In 1901 the fig- 
ures were $1,605,920; In 1902, $1,807,925; 
in 1903, $2,044,630; In 1904, $2,638,260, 
and In 1905, $2,920,461—that is a steady 
Increase, amounting In the aggregate to 
$1,376,353 in the six years last past. Of 
this there is due to the increase in the 
timber royalty about $300,000 to increas­
es in land sales, $100,000, land revenue, 
$120,000, per capita grant $65,000, taxa- 
tion (real property, personal property, 
income and wild land), $400,000, rev 
enue tax $60,000 and to the Chinese head
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England. Mr. Palmer, who 60 successfully 
handled our provincial fruit, sold portions 
by auction in the different cities and ob­
tained such prices as would assure good 
profit, and the verdict in London and 

Liverpool, as reported by the agent gen­
eral, was that our growers ‘might always 
feel confident of selling such fine fruit at 
an -equal or even better price.’ There is 
every - reason to believe, that with due 
diligence on our part, our province will 
continue successfully to Invite the atten­
tion of those who are seeking an ideal 
locality for fruit raising or small farm­
ing, and at no distant date become the 
banner fruit district of Canada.

“In dairying there is a steady improve­
ment and the older methods are giving 
way before the system of co-operative 
creaceries, established under the auspices 
of the government. Of course the Imports 
are still largely in excess of the local pro­
duction, but it is satisfactory to find that 
the product of our 16 creameries in 1905 
was double that of 1904, when it amounted 
to 715,812 pounds. In 1905 these creameries 
produced over 1,400,000 pounds or about 
250,000 pounds more than in 1904; and dis­
tributed over $314,000 among their patrons, 
or $54,000 in excess of the distribution of 
1904. In addition it is estimated that 
there were 400,000 pounds of private manu­
facture, increasing the total production to 
some 1,800,000 pounds, valued at $480,000. 
As to quality, I may say that Mr. W. A. 
Wilson who judged the dairy products at 
the Dominion exhibition, paid a high 
compliment to British Columbia butter 
both in its quality and its uniformity.

“Summing up the present status of Brit­
ish Columbia's condition and prospects, 
I do not think I could do better than refer 
to what was said by Byron E. Walker, 
general manager of the Canadian Bank 
of Commerce, in addressing his sharehold­
ers at the annual meeting.—Mr. Tatlow 
then read an extract from Mr. Walker’s 
speech referring to British Columbia, al- 

ready published in full in the columns of 
The Daily News.—The question could not 
be summed up better,”’ said Mr. Tatlow, In 
conclusion, “than it has been by Mr.

grand total being divided as follows: 
Gold, $6,960,500; silver, $2,007,700; cop­
per, $5,480,000; lead, $2,330,000, and zinc, 
$182,800, a total of metalliferous miner­
als of $15,961,000. To these have to be 
added for coal $3,300,000, coke $1,212,000, 
and building materials, $900,000, mak­
ing the grand total of $21,403,000; and 
this would have been larger but for the 
falling off in the production of coal of 
a quarter of a million tons, due to the 
fact of the collieries of the Western Fuel 
Co. being shut down.

The steady increase during the past 
ten years furnishes cause for much pro­
vincial satisfaction. By years the 
growth of the mineral output is traced 
thus:
1886 .............   $ 7,507,956
1897 ........ ........... .1.................... 10,455,000
1898.............................................. .10,906,000
1899..................................................12,393,000
1900.......................  16,344,000
1901 ...............  20,086,000
1902 .................................................. 17,486,000
1903................. 17,495,000
1904 XX........ ................................. 18,977,000
1905 ....................... 21,403,000

“The great advance made In the past 
year is the more gratifying for the rea­
son that it is nôt alone due to the In­
creased price of the various metals, more 
particularly copper, but also to the In­
creased tonnage mined, over 20,000,000 
pounds of lead and half a million pounds 
of copper. There is one item in this con­
nection worthy of special reference as

Minister Makes Excellent 
Showing for Province 

and Himself

Finances are in Satisfactory Condition-
Province is Flourishing and Indus- 

tries Expanding
by the member for Greenwood had 
broken practically all its pre-election 
pledges, notably In regard to the aboli­
tion of what the finance minister him- 

self had described as the “iniquitous two 
per cent tax,” the setting apart of coal 
areas, and the establishment of govern- 
ment control over the telephone service 
and telephone rates. The government 

~ had shown no true initiation and had 
done nothing practical to stimulate the 
development of industries and, there­
fore, of the prosperity of the province.

The members above mentioned also 
spoke but contributed nothing of mom- 
ent with the exception of Ross (Fernie) 
who took advantage of the opportunity 
to severely censure the Associated 
Boards of Trade of Southeastern British 
Columbia. This body, he alleged, origi- 
nally gave promise of being an useful 
organization, but it was now entirely 
subject to the dictation of the leader of 
the opposition, who instigated its reso­
lutions and he thought, in some in­
stances actually drafted them. The 

:associated boards were now to all in- 
stents and purposes part of the liberal 
machine in southern British Columbia.
It was presided over by a paid official of 
tthe liberal government who spared no 
<efforts to advance liberal interests. An- 
. other active member was Smith Curtis, 
whose hostility to the government was 
well known. He wished to issue a warn- 

ing to the associated boards, that if its 
usefulness was not to be altogether de-

:stroyed, if It had not already gone, it 
must break loose from its relations 
with the leader of the opposition. Ross 
had a good deal to say In connection 
with his own election and the now notor­
ious incidents of the ballot boxes. He 
further proceeded to make a bitter per- 
:sonal attack upon J. A. Macdonald, be- 
cause of that gentleman’s support of

(Special to The Dally News)
Press Gallery, Legislative Assembly, 

Victoria, March 3.—Finance minister 
Tatlow was fully entitled to the appre­
ciative recognition which he received 
from both sides of the chamber upon the 
completion of his annual budget speech 
today, tor while not gifted with any ex­
ceptional eloquence, and dealing with 
public matters as a business man rather 
than as a skilful politician, he managed 
to clothe with interest the dry bones of 
marshalled columns of figures, and to 
present the conditions and the prospects 
of the country in such colors and pro­
portions as cannot but be encouraging 
to all who, with him, have faith in 
British Columbia, as Canada’s banner 
province, leading the confederation In 
the wealth of all potentialities.

In opening his address the honorable 
minister commented that it was the 
third occasion upon which he had risen 
in the legislature to present the formal 
motion for supply. On his first presen- 
tation of the budget he had reluctantly 
been obliged to offer what was little 
better than a tale of woe. On the year 
following he had been able to refer to 
conditions that were slightly better; 
and now, in offering his third budget, 
he was able most happily to congratu­
late the house and the province upon 
conditions that were highly satisfactory 
and eminently encouraging to all intelli­
gently interested in the prosperity of the 
future of the province. He had no 
thought that in this year’s review of 
the financial conditions of the province 
It would have been necessary for him to 
deal at all with the adverse conditions 
of the past. He had hoped to confine 
himself to the more cheering present.
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pointing to the creation of what is prac- 
tically a new industry for this province, 
that is zinc, the increasing quantity of 
which mined, some 13,000 tons, develop­
ed in connection with the operation of 
the lead mines in the Kootenay country, 
was for a time the most serious pro­
blem confronting the mine owners. But 
now that the matter has been intelligent­
ly taken in hand, a commission of the 
foremost men in their profession have 
reported on the question and this has 
led to the establishment of plants at 
Kaslo and Frank for the purpose of 
dealing with these ores, and a new and 
profitable industry appears to be open­
ing up in this connection.

“But not only have we to congratulate 
ourselves upon the increased produc­
tion of ores, but upon the fact that this 
increase has led to such stimulated ac­
tivity in smelting. All our smelters are 
now working s and have increased their 
capacities, new plants are being estab-

Walker to hie shareholders. I think it was 
Burns who says that the greatest gift is 
the ability to see ourselves as others see 
us, and in this address of the general 
manager of the Canadian Bank of Com­
merce, we have a very clear and valuable 
outside opinion. And if this statement of 
our conditions be true then surely a great 
responsibility rests upon the province for 
the proper handling and development of 
these great gifts, with which nature has 
so generously endowed us. We should 
see to it well that we place the commer­
cial and economic conditions of the pro­
vince above reproach. We are to show 
that the affairs of our province are man­
aged with an eye single to Its future, that 
our financial position shall be kept as 
good as that of any other country in any 
part of the world, and that in our legis­
lation we keep clear of such laws as might 
upset the now happily,established conti- 
dence of the world in our province, avoid­
ing class legislation inuring to the special 
benefit of any portion of the community, 
sanctioning only such legislation as shall 
be for the general interests of the whole 
country. So will we do our part to Place 

- our province in that proud position, worthy 
of a province entitled by natural endow­
ment to become the richest and most valu­
able of any in the confederation of the 
provinces of the Dominion of Canada."

Oliver (Delta) moved the adjournment

tax, $175,0000...
•On the other hand there is necessarily 

a corresponding increase in expendi- 
tures, which as a reference to the pub­
lic accounts will show, have for many
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of something like $88,000.1 
“Now, with regard to our estimated 

expenditures, the public debt remains I 
practically, the same, the small increase I 

years been more or less in excess of being made necessary by the addition 
revenue. This excess, which In the 12 of about $2000 required to meet final 
years preceding 1906 amounted to over I payments on the 1877 loan, which be-I 
$9.000.000 with an average of $900,000, comes payable in 1907.
for the period in question, had to be l "Civil government salaries show a 
met by periodical loans, the result of nominal increase of $19,000, but of this I 
which is that between interest, sinking I $10,000 is for log scalers and as an es- 
fund and redemption, the charge of the I timate of receipts under this head appear 
public debt this coming year amounts to in the estimate of revenue, this may be 
$732 974 _ of which amount, however, regarded as a cross-entry. Another I 
$272 000 goes to the sinking fund and amount of $6600 for assessors through-I 
the redemption of debentures; or In out the province is to enable us to ap-1 
other words about one quarter of our point more assessors as they become 
revenue has to be set aside to meet these I necessary so as to carry out the recom- 
standing charges, an amount which, mendation of the tax commission as to 
however, is being annually reduced as I boards of equalization, the object being 
our debentures are redeemed, and by I to adjust the taxation all over the pro- 
the end of 1907 will be reduced by the I vince. Already assessors have been ap- 
payment of the loan maturing that year, I pointed on Vancouver island and in the 
and by the redemption of the debentures Kootenays, the two extremes of the pro- 
under the ‘Parliament Buildings Equip- vince, and it- is proposed to gradually 
ment Act’ by over $67,000. This charge I extend the system to the whole province, 
includes $56,700 for Interest and sink- I Apart from these items the increase 
ing fund on the dyking debentures, is- provides for a clerk in the bureau of In- 
sued under the act of last year and which formation, an additional inspector of 
will be partly paid by the charge on the fruit posts (rendered necessary by the 
dyked lands I rapid growth of horticulture), and a

“At the present time the debt of the few other small items, the increase in 
province stands as follows: ' I civil service salaries being only about
loan Act, 1stf.......-r1 402.990 -Publie institutions show an inurease

Loan Act 1887 .. vw-if 381,210 of $10,000 for the insane asylum and 
Loan Act 1897 ........... 30,000 I for printing office, and $7000 for hospi-
Loan Act 1903............ 900,000. tals. Five thousand of this is in aidInscribed stock.............. ..9,921,936 of the establishment of a tuberculosis 

Dvkine debentures ... ..............1,036,000 I sanitarium, and when we take into con-
s - ---------- ------— I sideration the great public interest taken

in efforts to stamp out this dread dis-
__________ ease, we can only hope that much mere 
fund is $1,153,638, leaving the pres- I may be done by the province in this dir- 

province at $11,218,299, ection later on. ______________________ .
or $164,488. less than when I presented I “Education shows a decrease of $13,- 
my financial statement of last year to 758, due to the changes in the School 
the country. . Act, this applying only, it must be
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colished; and we have the satisfaction of 

knowing that almost-every pound of ore
produced is now smelted or otherwise 
treated within the boundaries of our
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own* province.

“Passing now to the most satisfactory 
growth of our agricultural Interests, 1 
think It is safe to say that the number or 
people who have come to the province in

the eight hour day for smelters. He 
charged Macdonald with being a politi- 
.cal fakir, and said he was entitled to 
no credit for attempting to bring about 
a settlement between the smelter owners 
and their employees in the matter of 
hours of labor.

Before the house rose this evening 
the committee of supply had completed 
its labors. The various estimates pass- 
ed with very little comment from either, 
side of the house. X.

Routine business occupied the balance 
of the evening session including the 
:second reading of the bill to amend the 
Victoria Terminal railway and the Ferry 
Incorporation Act. —-

Houston (Nelson) gives notice that 
on Thursday next he will move, “that 
a select committee of five to be named 

Iby the house be appointed to enquire 
finto the means by which the Columbia 
(A Western Subsidy Act passed its second

Finance minister Tatlow in reply to a

- and the more pleasing prospects of the 
future. Certain remarks that had been 
made, however, by the member for Co­
lumbia (W. C. Wells) in the course of 
his cons’ deration of the speech from the 
thro: j appeared to call for comment and 
reply, and he had deferred attention to 
them until this occasion..

“I cannot, however,” said Hon. Mr. 
Tatlow "allow the statement made a 
few days ago by Mr./Wells to pass un- 
contradicted. That gentleman, in speak­
ing of the financial position of the prov­
ince said practically that the task of 
the provincial finance minister had been 
an easy one—that it was all plain sail- 
ing for him, inasmuch as all the more 
important public works had been com- 
pleted before this government assumed 
power, more particularly the bridge over 
the Fraser river at New Westminster. 
A more unhappy example could scarce­
ly have been found, for as you know, 
the late government floated a loan of 
three and a half millions in the year 
1902, and by reference to the act under 
which this loan was granted you will 
see that the money, once raised, was to 
be applied firstly to the payment of the 
then existing overdraft; secondly, in 
payment of the construction of the 
Fraser river bridge; and thirdly, the 
balance was to be paid into revenue ac- 
count. But what was the actual fact?On 
the commencement of the fiscal wear 
when we took office, we found $80,000 
in the treasury, which represented de- 
posits on account of Suitors Funds, 
Intestate Estates, etc., to the amount of 
S152 000 in all—or in other words we 
were actually $72,000 • behind. Since 
that date we have had to pay out over 
$556.000 to complete the New Westmin- 
ster bridge over the Fraser river, in ad dition to nearly $200,000 on other pub- 
lie works then under contract and which 
were supposed to have been provided

. for out of the balance of that loan. So 
it could hardly be called all plain sail- 
ing. However, it is useless to refer at, 
greater length to a condition of affairs 
now happily past, and which is already 
well known of by the people of the pro-

- Boundary Power Question Before 
for land, House—Other Business

ner vear. 1N (Special to The Daily News)
the

the past year, and the enquiries 
have exceeded those of any former year. 
More especially does this apply to immi­
gration from Manitoba and the Canadian 
Northwest, whence many who have shared 
in the general prosperity, have crossed the 
mountains to invest their savings, and 
make their homes in the milder climate of 
British Columbia. Almost invariably the 
enquiries are in the direction of fruit grow­
ing, grain growing is naturally discouraged 
as the land can be put to much more pro­
fitable uses for dairying, swine raising, 
poultry farming, etc., in all of which there 
is great opportunity for expansion as the

Press Gallery, Legislative Assembly, 
Victoria, March 3—Good progress was made 
this afternoon with several bills after the
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finance minister had delivered his .budget 
speech.

New bills were introduced to amend the 
Water Clauses act, Bush Fire act, Liquor 
License and Municipal Clauses acts, and to 
provide for the establishment of a Royal 
Stock Breeder’s association.

The amendment to the Water Clauses 
act is to restrict the powers of municipali- 
ties in the matter of expropriating record­
ed water. The amendment to the Bush 
Fire act provides that permits be required 
to start fires for clearing land, between 
May 1st and October“1st. The amendments 
to the Liquor License and Murininot 
Clauses acts are in the direction of

ste

the minister of finance as to the great 
potentialities of the province, and that 
it would require an enormous increase 
in population to at all adequately ex

2 ploit these great resources. It was per- 
tinent to ask, he said, what the govern- 
ment had done or attempted to do to in-

consumption and demand are far in excess 
of the home production, a condition which 
however, is already beginning to show im- 
provement, as we find the imports of ag- 
ricultural products for 1905 are slightly less 
‘than in 1904. In 1905 we imported from fo­
reign countries $1,838,568 worth of. products 
under this head, and from other provinces 
of Canada, $4,821,170, paying duties thereon 

:______* - ------- i of $313,908, making the total expenditure
“In examining the accounts of expen- home in mind, to half of the fiscal year, ” in this connection $7,008.644 In 1904 the

diture for the past fiscal year It will be I the first half of the year coming under imports from foreign countries bar en
apparent that our total actual expendi- the old act The probable saving under
ture is practically the amount of our I the amended School Act will probably I
estimate therefor, there being a differ- be about $60,000 or $70,000.
ence of less than $14,000. I might par- “But the principal item of Increase 
ticularly mention in this connection the 1 I am happy to say, is in the direction 4 
estimate of taxes. Under the heads of I public works, upon these we are able to ] 
real and personal property, wild lands 
and income, we estimated the yield of 
revenue to be $630,000; . and it actually 
was $662,890. And the provincial rev- 
enue tax, which we estimated at $150, — -------------- _
000, as a matter of fact produced $157,- I more liberal appropriations for public 
000. The amount of cash at our credit I works.. 6.2
In bank on the first of July last was I “The total estimated expenditure for 
$524 804, of which, however, a sum of I the year of 1907 is $2,837,916, to which 
$170.182. was due to deposits on account I must be added interest on railway guar- 
of Suitors’ Funds, Intestate Estates, I antees of $50,000 and advances under the 
etc. leaving the amount actually be- I Dewdney Relief Act (a considerable por- 
longing to the province at $355,621, up- I tion of which comes back to the prov- 
on which the province is drawing inter- ince during the next 21 years) of $26. 
est at the rate of 3 per cent until the I 000, bringing the total up to $2,912,916, 
money is required. * an amount nearly $300,000 in excess of

“In the dyking act of last year pro- the estimate of expenditures for the
vision was made for an issue of deben- I present year, and $265,000 in excess of 
tures not to exceed $365,000, with the estimate of revenue and receipts for 
which to take up the overdraft on the 1906-07, this deficiency being, as before 
dyking account at that date, amounting, explained, provided for by the amount 
to $334,271. These debentures which - ***** une a an 
bear interest at 3% per cent are printed which is
and ready for issue when the money is “Speaking oi ine excess or actum: YIS | land. Encouraged by our success In 1904, 
required but in the meantime they are I estimated revenue, I attributed this in- .we determined last year upon making a. “carried by the treasury. . crease to the improved conditions of our still greater effort. The C.P.R. Kindly of-

"As taxes and other moneys are large- | Industries, notably lumbering. This I €_... .— .— 2 1% 9 ----- 
ly collected towards the end of June, particular Increase appears to be owing 
there is usually a good deal of money to the increased demand for our lum- 
on hand in the early portion of the ber in the Northwest, owing to the fact 
fiscal year. By an arrangement with I that trade in the United States has been 1 
the bank since the first of April, 1964, sufficient to absorb their own produc- 
we receive Interest at the rate of 3 per tion and for the time being to relieve us 
cent on our deposits over $26,000. Dur- of their competition Tn our legitimate
ing the 21 months, during which this market. But this condition of affairs _____ .. _____ _____ .__
arrangement has been in force, we have may change at any moment, and makes for our fruits, as to give an
received in interest from the bank a it none the less necessary for us to — - --
total sum of $28,506, instead of as for- I press for the protection of the Industry
merly having to pay interest to the I in this province. The various revenues
banks on an overdraft This is a con- derived under this heading exceed the
dition of affairs, which having once at- previous year’s by $162,000, mostly from
tained we shall endeavor to continue, royalties and special licenses, the lat- ........ . _____________ _______________

“A comparison of the half yearly ter of which Increased nearly 50 per British Columbia in the last year, In 
statement of revenue to the 31st Decem- cent, from 1451 to 2166 last year. At tion to 200 acres of strawberries and 8 ber, 1906, with that of 1904, shows: To L present there are 126 mills in operation necessary to protest those ehsased in the 
December 31, 1904, $1,235,463; and to- in all parts of the province with a per industry by the passage of very strin- 

31 1905 $1,188,506—a decrease diem capacity of 4,260,000 feet. The to- gent regulations and rules against the im- 
′—. 2* IL 1AA< .lalamanf I +.1 ... de last vear la estimated at 5.000.- I portation of poor or diseased stock, and 

we have been so successful in this that 
we find in the London Times in article 
in referring to our fruit, this statement: 
‘The Insect plagues which work such mis- 
chief in calfornia, have been excluded 
hitherto, and this immunity gives British 
Columbia an enormous advantage. The 
expense and risk of insectides are avoided.

“Mr. McNeill of the dominion department 
of agriculture says: “The one thing which 
impressed me was the fact that as far 
as the fruit industry is concerned, the 
growers commence in this country with 
a clean slate,’ We are determined to use 
all our efforts to keep the slate clean, 
because we realize the loss caused by 
bad or diseased stock is not so much the 
cost of planting and cultivation, as in the

In all.. . . . . . . . . . ....$12,731,836
“The amount to the credit of the sink- or ut 

the7 - law permitted any settler to pre-empt 
- 320 acres or purchase 640.

J. A. Macdonald, the leader of the op- 
position, pointed out that there should 
be a provision to safeguard the just: 
claims of applicants for timber limits. 
Within the area of the grant, and he in- 
limited he would propose an amendment

ing
ent debt of the ing the number of licenses issued in\

int

province. It is proposed that the number 
of Manor licenses in cities, towns and 
villages be restricted to three tor 
500 of population and one for each addi­
tional thousand. This measure is in Heu 
of the promised local option measure, 
which the president of the council has to 
charge, a bill he believes the present legis­
lature would hot enact.

Bill No. 13. Green’s measure respecting 
use and manufacture of timber cut on 
lands of the crown, was recommitted.

Bills 18, to amend the land act; 40 re­
specting the measurement of timber, were 
read a third time. Bill 44, to amend the 
Health act passed committee.

McNiven (Victoria) moved the second 
reading of the bill to prevent the running 
of open street cars; and Bowser (Van- 
couver) moved the adjournment of the 

Fraser (Grand Forks) .moved the second 
reading of the bill extending the rights 
of the West Kootenay Power and Light 
company, and permitting them to trans­
mit and dispose of power to Yale district.

Fraser pointed out that the object of the 
bill was to enable the company to extend 
their lines and supply power in the Boun-

the first crease the population. It the governs 
the - ment had really appreciated the neces­

sities of the case some steps would have 
to be taken to prepare reliable Informa­
tion for distribution in other parts of 
Canada, the United States and Great 
Britain where population might be ob- 
tained, and not only population but car 
Ital to Invest in these resources. As

-$1,500,817; from other provinces,”$5,698,621, 
making a total valuation of $7,199,438, with 
duties paid of $291,926, bringing the total

Brown (Greenwood)
stater that the government had no in­
formation that the Columbia and West­
ern Railway company had transferred 
to F. August Heinze a half Interest In

to that end at the report stage. plafor that year to $7,491,364, showing an im-
(Special to The. Daily News) 

Press Gallery, Legislative Assembly,.
provement of $487,718 less sent out of the 
province than in previous years, which 

may be attributed almost entirely to in- 
creased local production. /But as the 

Raconta 2926 150 more than last year, all I amount of products handled or marketed devote $286,150 more L y surplus 1 te over $12.000,000 and the local production 
amount practically equal to our surplus a little over $5,000,000, it is plain there is 
on the 30th of June last, thus bearing I still a great opening for those willing to 
out the promise made in the speech gt [ engage in this industry. We are at the the commencement of the session..Of. Lent or aerouiture a out. w# 

}spect to the formation of a live stock 
f association, and the holding of sales of 1 
I pure bred stock, and we are in hopes that 
I we may be enabled to couple with this, 
| the inspection or creameries and instruction 
| in dairying, the object being, first that a 

superior article - of uniform quality may be 
produced at the lowest cost. In order to 

| compete successfully with the imported 
| article, thereby _ keeping in the province. 
|the large sums now being sent out to pur- 
| chase products which can and should be 
I raised in this province; and second, to 
| bring owners and possible purchasers of 
I live stock together in order that a fair ,

les 
lorVictoria, March 6.—This afternoon saw

the land granted for. the construction of 
section one of that line.

Two reporta by the Kaien Island land, 
grant investigation select committee will 
be presented to the house tomorrow a 
majority and a minority one.

The understanding now is that the 
business session will be wound up on 
Thursday night next and that proro­
gation will take place on Friday after- 
moon. o

(Special to The Dally News) J
Press Gallery, Legislative Assembly, 

Victoria, March 7.—This afternoon’s 
Session of the legislature would have 
been wholly devoid of Interest bad it 

mot been tor the presentation by chair­
man J. F. Garden of the select commit­
tee’s report on the Kalen Island land 
grant investigation. The presentation 
of this report precipitated a lively debate 
arising out of the motion of the leader 
of the opposition to amend the resolu­
tion offered, that the report be now re- 
(celved, by a recommendation that the 
report be referred back to the commit- - 
‘tee with instructions that the minority 
report be attached hereto in the form of 
an appendix. For several minutes Mac­
donald, McBride, Bowser and Oliver 
poured questions In upon Mr. Speaker 
from May, Bourinot and every other 
parliamentary authority. The position 
taken by the premier and Bowser was 
that the leader of the opposition was try- 
ing to do indirectly what the rules of 
the house prevent his doing directly,

* that is, to present a minority report of 
the select committee.

Macdonald contended he was not try- 
ringtto do anything of the sort, and even 
if he were, there was no precedent to 
show he should not do so. Mr. Speaker, 
said the point of order was raised for 
the first time in this legislature and 
being one of very serious import he 
would defer his decision.

The committee’s -report not having 
been received by the house it is not 
available for publication but from its 
general tenor as gathered in the press 
gallery when read by the clerk of the 
house, the majority of the committe 
entirely exonerate the government of 
any blame in connection with the mat­
ter and declares that the negotiations 
for the alienation of the land to have 
been conducted with perfect propriety 

and find that the deal was pre-eminent­
ly to the advantage of the province.

The minority report is made available

the end of the budget debate. After- 
Brown (Greenwood), Evans (Cowichan),. 
Murphy (Cariboo), and Henderson. 
(Yale), had spoken on behalf of the op-

matter of fact there was still ho reliable 
date available as to the resources of 
this province. The government had 
made no attempt to take stock of pro­
vincial assets. . Intending settlers or in­
vestors coming to this province for in­
formation regarding our lands, our tim- 
ber, or eur mineral resources could ob­
tain none. They were told that they

position and twitted the government sup­
porters with failure to take any part 
in the debate Manson, the new mem­
ber tor Alberni, was prompted to rise.. 
He indulged in some general eulogies of 
the finance minister, but naturally re­
frained from discussing the controver­
sial matters his more experienced col­
leagues had deemed it the part of wis- 
dom to ignore. Wells (Columbia) fol- 
lowed, and then Ross (Fernie) and Ful- 
ton (provincial secretary) wound up 
the debate, the house resolving itsen 
into a committee of supply without divi­
sion.

In resuming the budget debate Brown 
(Greenwood) opened with a graceful re­
cognition of the concise and business- 
like character of the finance ministers 
deliverance, in which he had to a large 
extent avoided the self-glorification not 
infrequently indulged in upon similar oc- 

icasions. It was ,however, a subject for 
regret that after Mr. Oliver’s cogent 
and pertinent criticism not one member 
or supporter -of the ministry bad risen 
to attempt a reply, evidence in itself or 
a weak cause and a desire for time to 
patch up a defence.

The member for Greenwood then com­
mented upon the absolute failure of the 
government to delive* the promised rail- 
way legislation, which was to have been 
brought down at the summer session 
which never materialized. In place of 
such promised measures legislation had 
been placed Upon the statute book which 
had proven directly antagonistic to the 
interests of the province and the people 
of British Columbia, of which the 
amended school act was a pertinent ex­
ample. On the other hand the govern­
ment had been derelict in collecting the 
legitimate revenue of the province, 
where such legislation would press vex- 
atiously upon certain favored corpora- 
tions.

The position of the Columbia & West 
ern railway belt lands was next criti­
cally reviewed, evidence being offered 
to show that F. August Heinze had re­
tained one-half of the lands involved, 
upon transferring his railway interest 
to the C. P. R., these lands lying be­
tween Rossland and Robson. Telegram 
from sir Thomas Shaughnessy to Georse 
McL. Brown, and letters to Hon. MT 
Cotton, were quoted in proof of th

Po

the
must go hunt for it Apart from some 
few publications of a very general na- 
ture it was a fact that there did not 
exist in the government offices today 
any information of real practical value 
to intending settlers or investors. The 
situation was even worse, for it was a 
well known fact that contrary to the 
statute law, settlers had been referred to

the 
1st 

| 

of 
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dary country. He quoted a great mass or 
figures to prove the nature and extent of 
the smelting and mining industries now 
under way in the Boundary, basing thereon 
an argument in favor of. allowing the 
West Kootenay Power & Light company 
every facility to supply power for cheap 
and permanent operation of these great 
and growing industries. He dealt with the 
Cascade Power company’s opposition to 
the bill and pointed out that that company 
could at best only supply 3000 horse, power 
and frequently could not supply more than 
1600. Fraser said he was not seeking to 
advocate the cause of one company in 
preference to that of another, but simply 
to secure for his constituency an adequate power supply. He believed if the present 
bill became law every mining operator In 
the Boundary district would be assured a 
cheap, plentiful supply of power for years 
to come. Speaking particularly of tht OD- 
erations of the Granby company, Fraser 
said that anything that tends to curtail 
its operations must necessarily have a 
bad’ effect on the general prosperity of the 
whole district. Lack of sufficient power 
would necessitate the partial closing down 
of the smelter, and such an event would 
be disastrous, not only to the company 
but in an équal degree to all workingmen finding employment in and about Grand 
Forks. Merchants would also suffer. JR 
closing Fraser said: “Our very future de­
pends upon successfully treating low 
grade ores in which this portion of the 
country abounds. Cheap power must be 
the basis upon which we shall build broad 
and strong the foundations of our future 
=--=- 

various mining interests and would only result In damage to the community

price may be realized, and animals of 
good quality and well acclimatized be ac- the C. P., R. agents for information re- 

garding public lands, that were not own-- 
ed by that corporation, but which, in 
defiance of the law, the company now 
controlled and handled as though they 
actually owned them. It was unintel­
ligible to Oliver how a finance minister 
who professed such unbounded confi­
dence in the potentialities of the prov­
ince, failed to impress his colleagues 
with some of his own enthusiasm. Deal­
ing with the estimates for the coming 
fiscal year, Oliver declared that they 
contained clear evidence of an approach­
ing general election, and in view of this 
fact he said, he proposed to review at 
some length the record of the McBride 
government since taking office three 
years ago.

Oliver certainly carried out his threat. 
He commenced at the preceedings im- 
mediately preceding the last general 
election, when by a change in the date 
of polling the government were enabled 
to obtain a snap vote of the country, 
and continued his researches down to the 
passage of the second reading of the bill 
to amend the Columbia & Western Rail­
way Subsidy Act on Friday evening last. 
This portion of his speech was replete 
with good things, and kept the opposi­
tion benches in a great state of en­
thusiasm. Very little escaped the mem­
ber for Delta’s attention, and his scath­
ing denunciations of the government’s 
tinkering with the land laws, and the 
public school question were punctuat­
ed with loud and long applause. In con­
cluding, Oliver again referred In elo­
quent language to the government's 
wasted opportunities tn so far as any 
active assistance in the development of 
the resources of the province was con­
cerned. He severely censured the gov-

quired to the mutual benefit.of all con- 
cerned. . atvie,1

_ _______, - “Perhaps, however, our greatest effort 
of the surplus at the 30th June last, and I so far has been in horticulture, where for 

si te Sfiil intact 4 ' I a second time we have recorded a success"speaking of the excess of actual over atthe exhibition of colonial fruits in Eng- 
I attributed this in-vinceam glad,” the minister continued, 

entering upon the subject matter proper 
of his address, “to be able for the S6c cond time to announce that we have not 
only been able to live within our in- 
come during the past year, but also to 
bring forward a substantial surplus or 
revenue over expenditures, a surplus 
in round figures of $268,765. In consid- 
ering this surplus the first question 
that naturally suggests itself is how it 
has been arrived at. And I am doubly 
?hatPit .tbitcrow duetto 

improved industrial conditions God very 
healthy expansion tn the increased 
amounts we have been able to realize 
upon the actual increases In production 
in the industries of the province. You 
will remember that in framing our esti- 
mates for the last fiscal year we exer: 
cised the greatest possible caution and economy, so that it was hardly possible 
to curtail the expenditure provided 
against. As a matter of fact the actual 
expenditure for the year was $2,652,196 
where as the estimate of expenditure 
had been $2.638.285—showing the small 
excess of $13,911. On the other hand 
the actual revenue was $2,920,481, our 
estimate having been $2,522,076, the ex­
cess being in this case $398,389, princi­
pally due to the growth, in timber rev­
enue, land revenue, revenue from land 
sales, and receipts under the Chinese re­
striction act. Our surplus is therefore 
found not to result from any curtailment 
of necessary expenditure below the es- 
timate in that behalf, but in the ex-

sio 
pri
Litfree of charge, so that at a comparatively 

small cost we were able to send to England 
a carload of British Columbia fruits In­
stead of as before, a few packages, which ELI 
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gained for us not only the gold medal and 
eight silver medals at the show of the 
Royal Horticultural society of London, 
but an amount of advertising almost in­
calculable in its extent, value and effect 
—for the real objects of these exhibitions 
Is not so much to exploit foreign markets --------- ---------- *----- .... — object lesson
on our climate and resources. Everyone 
knows the immense strides taken by this it | 

cor 
chit 

us, 

con

industry in the last few years; from the 
last returns we find that the C.P.R. handled 
no lees than “4235 tons of our fruit in 1905, 
as against 3010 tons in 1904 and 2544 tons in 
1903; while ft is estimated that no fewer 
than 8000 fruit trees have been planted in ----- ---------------- ._ ** * --------«^ addi-

that of 1904, shows: To L present there are 126 mills in operation 
$1,235,463; and to- in all parts of the province with a per 

December 31, 1905, $1,188,506—a decrease diem capacity of 4,260,000 feet. The to- 
of $46,958. But as the 1904 statement tel cut of last year Is estimated at 5,000,- 
includes the $226,000 brought to the 000.000 ft. an increase of 110,000,000 over 
treasury under the Chinese Restriction

larse. Young (Atlin) moved the adjourn- = =the limit ot Its present capacity.

(Special to The Dally News)
Press Gallery, Legislative Assembly, 

Victoria, March 6.—Oliver (Delta) re­
sumed the budget debate this afternoon 
and for more than two hours held the 
close attention of the house in an ex- 
haustive review of the record of the 
McBride government since its taking 
office in 1903. Owing to the late hour
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to the • 000,000 ft. an increase
1904, and everything points to still fur­
ther expansion In the future. New mills 
are being erected which will still fur­
ther increase the output and there is 
more than a hope that the contemplated 
tariff changes by our neighbors to the 
south will give us a larger market for 
our manufactured products, enabling us 
to dispose not only of our first grade, 
but of various other grades which have 
been regarded as worthless in the past. 
Meanwhile I think the province has 
every reason for congratulation on the

Act, we can regard the showing as a 
satisfactory one, showing an increase of 
revenue for the half year of over $150,- 

.000, while the estimate of expenditures 
is also less for the half year, than in 
1904. This fact Is not so significant, 
as the proportion of moneys voted, if 
not spent in the first half is usually in­
cluded In the second half of the year. 
However, from the returns made and 
taking into account the supplementary 
estimate of $83,823 asked for the cur-

/
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