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. TAXATION
“In civic’ affairs the council goes forward
l.dtep aﬂi back a step, then forward

mﬁonf the rétrognession is marked,
and the resultant demoralization much to
be regroffed. Friday was a' “forward”’

L ¥

Mayor White’s proposal that a paid as-
gessment dbmmission be appointed. There
i a promise mow that the commissioners
will be mamed “within a few days. Somte

ity to take this step was procured. -The
power lay ‘dormant until ‘the Mayor's last
inaugural address, stirred féebly, and then

ynted to. act mpon the
fons. - It is too early to
foresee whether an equitable assessment
sneastre can ‘el prepared in time for the
poxt legislature ! At all events there is at
14st some dé:ﬁilgte symptom of progress
in regard ‘to 3 matter of general concern.

The Mayor, no doubt, wil: use his influence

for it is he who has put his shoulder to
he wheel in this matter. The wheel was
shard #o move. The task of keeping it

‘Upon ‘the feed for a revision of the
gssessment sysbem there is general agree-
ment. As to jiwt what is desired there
is mo agreement, and to get at the views

and meeds and rights of ‘the principdl it-
eure, an agreement (o “abolish 'the ‘ore |

p desire, have “suh  latitude ‘o wo o
men should have in ‘taxing the rest of

3 2
" A veport that will be Briiight Wp"in this
ecommedtion, no doubt, is one Tecently sub-
mitbed to the finance commiftee of the!
Montreal Couricil by City, Treasurer Rolib,i
containing sumesﬁo‘ls for remodeling the !
aystem of ltaxation in the eommercial capti-1
$al. The report, which contains elaboraite
and exhaustive statistics, ‘admirably col--
locabed, was compiled after inquiry in six
Canadian, five British and thirty-four
Unfibed ‘States cities. In it Mr. Robb sets

faxaition, Hhotld ‘be kept constantly in
view—*That the tax should be levied . on
something tirat everyone posséises, and, as
far as possible, in whe ratio of benefit con-
ferved mpon 1.7 ; e adds ‘that special tax-
wtion of a petty or irritating nature, and
anything _approaching class  legislation,
should be avoided. He decides that real
edtate is the object which meets the re-
quirement most fully, “because every citi-
mwtocmrpzmomorlemofitfora
dwellling or place of business. Consequent-
iy twhen taxation is levied on real estabe
it reaches ‘every one precisely in the pro-

Montreal. He would abolish the business
tax and the domestic water rate as soon

| as an equalization of taxation would per-

mit. ©Of a proposed $3,400,000 he would
raise $2,000,000 from realty; $320,000 from
househiold furniture; $340,000 (for the pres-
enit) from the business tax; $150,000 from
Koenses; $150,000 from meter rates (com-
mercial); $100,000 from fire insurance com-
panies; and 40,000 by curtailments of
exemptions and a tax on vacant lots; and
$300,000 from iother ibems.

In reviewing Mr. Robb’s report tuere is
no intention to suggest thakt his conclus-
jons, beyond tthose relating to the general
principles of taxation, are applicable here;
though it is suggested that the report and
the statistics from mamy cities, which it
contains, are valuable and timely. In
many respects St. John’s needs and Mont~
real’s are not alike. But here, as there,
an equitable distribution of the burden is
sought.

TIME FOR A CHANGE

The men who pay the money which the

aldermen of St. John expend are surpris-
ingly careless about the business methods
adopted at City Hall the year round. From
time to time so'itary instances of incapacity,
carelessness or ring methcds attract pub-
ic attenticn and cause a momentary stir;
but comparatively few active men in the
comimunity give much thought to the Com-
mon Council. The greater number are con-
tent in the Lelief that there is no actual
dishonesty, and a:e likely to dismiss City
Hall questicns wich a wave of the hand
and the casual statement that, if some or
all of the presént aldormen were displaced,
Jiy might be succeeded by men who
WO\\ﬂd e ‘worse, or, at all events, no bet-
tg:; And this casual statement would be
t¥ite if there were at present the same
apathy zbout civic affairs as obtained a
year ago, cr if there were no likelihood
that the pecple are going to take enough
interast in proper city government to de-
vote some attenticn to the character, rec-
crd,~and promises of every man who. de-
sircs to become a member of the Counail
in fature.

Two points; perhaps, may be emphasized
it this time. One is that there is a per-
ceptible growth of interest in civic affairs,
swhich promises to dncrease and which
Augurs vzvve]'l-fcr concerted and intelligent
action hereaftér. The ather is that while

ven men-of sound business methods, pub-
fic' spirit. and progressive ideas, are still
prone to regard:: the civic situation " as
hopeless because- of gemeral apathy and
Jgbliof a definite’idea of what isgequired,
‘the fact is that an immense improvement

bring it about will be no great ask if only
the night ‘men Fecome interested and work
zﬁlse)ﬁs]x{i‘, and’ harmoniously for certain
‘definite ends. Their number need not be
great at first. It will grow as soon as
their purpese is understood and approved
"by the pecple who pay the bills and who
are reminded of theimportance of facts
with which they are, in a gemeral way,
already familiar.

To prove that a change is desirable it is
not nceessary to prove that any man in
the present Gouncil is dishonest. The rec-
ord of this Council and the record of the
one that preceded it have caused dissatis-
fatcion, but not a tithe of the dissatisfac-
tion they should have caused and would
have caused hid nct the taxpayers been
leng accustomed to siipshed methods at
City Hall, “with the irregularities, delays,
neglect, blundering, and log-rolling which
must ever accompany the work of a body
with little sense of responsibility and fo
firm guiding hand to counteract, orat least
publicly protest against, the farce. One
recalls at the moment the foolish and cost-

portion 'to which he uses it (whether as
tenanit or proprietor) for his own pur- |
poses. The objection (Mr. Robb con- |
tinnes) (that the realty belongs to the few, |
who are proprietors, while ‘the tenants, |
who are nisity, bave no liability, is only|
‘partialy true, becanse the ftenant is held
to pay the taxes over and above the remt
and is as liable to the landlord as he, ip
turn, s liable to the city. It is, then,|
only in those cases where the tenant |

ly-delay in undertaking the improvement
of the water supply system; the buugling
over public contracts, as in the Connolly
and other cases; the failure to prevent
aldermen or their connections from turn-
ing city Dusiness to their own account;
the Library conmtract; the direct encour-
agement of loosencss in the fire depart-
ment by smothering the Christie charges;
the long-continued mismanagement of the
ierry business; the failure to clean the

is possible ‘at the ‘nest election, and to.

malkes default that the objection holds | streets; the encouragement of wretched
good, and no legislation can be devﬁ.se‘di methods by the St. John Street Railway
which will meet such exceptional cases.” Company; the monthly method of passing
Real estate, -he points out, i3 the object | appropriations for one ¢r another section
which derives ‘the greatest benefit from the 5f the city because the men
expenditure of the money derived fxmni who ought to oppose these appropriations

- daxes, and ‘therdfore is a lgitimate object ' 3y threatened with defeat at the next

of taxation. The water tax, he thinks | election by a combination of aldermen
would fill the bill equally well, if people| who desire to have the money spent; the
would but see that the object selected i lack of independence in the Council, due
chosen merely as a means to collect from |largely to the present system of electing
eaioh citizén ‘his legitimate ehare of the|aldermen; the prominence of men in the
civie obligation. ‘Whaltever object i8S | council who have axes of their own to
seleated for taxation, he repeats, 35 mere- | grind, and the stupidity of those who,
ly, a basis on which to calculate the Pro having mone of their own, are led, without
rata each should contribute. Whether the knowing it, by those who have.
tax is based on rental or value, or what
it is called, is of mo moment, 8o long as' To direct attention to certain features
no dass or citizen pays relatively more of the present civic regime is mot emough.
than others.
As a means
revenue, which Montreal

tport—avill be given. - This «eneouragement

and support would be conftinued, of
course, so long @s it was evident that bhe
aldermen deserved it. It would make
them superior to the threats of log-rolling
associates, and it would mean 'that the
Council, within a comparatively ghort
time, would be truly representative and
controlled by an element at once efficient

The curious idea is sometimes advanc-
ed that to direct attention to men and
matters at City Hall is to display e med-
dlesome spirit. That idea prevails chiefly
among 'those who are willing o accept
public office, but mot the responsibilities
which it involves, or whose personal or
business friends are in that position.
That any change at Oity Hall is desirable
is in a sense (true, but there can be no
object in memoving two or three objec-
tionable or indifferent aldermen and re-
placing them by men equally objectionable
or ‘indifferent. Any movement to bring
about a change will be useful omly if it
aims to substitube for the undesirable
elament men who stand for certain defi-
nite ideas of which a majority of the ac-
tive taxpayers approve. Such a move-
ment, if it takes form in the mear future,
will be started by men intent upon effect-
ing, mot a temporary, but a permament,
improvement in the ¢ity government, and
intent upon excluding, every year, from
the Council, men who are either admitbed-
1y unfit or whose utility in the board is
regarded as doubtful.

Several plans applicable to 'the present
situation have been tried elsewhere with
good mesults. One, with which some of
the deading business men of this city are
already familiar, is that of the Municipal
Voters’ League, of Chicago, which was es-
tablishéd in 1896 and which not omly re-
formed the eity government within a
short period,.but which today enjoys the
conffidence -of the taxpayers to such an ex-
tbent that only ih isolated cases can a can-
didabe whom the League opposes, be elect-
ed. The lorganization is wholly non-parti-
zan; 4t is supported by vo.untary con-
tributions; i‘(’,‘_ is cognizant of every pro-
ceeding in civic government circles; knows
tthe motives for every move made by every
alderman; and yet its work does mnot
necessarily entail, even mpon the executive
any comsiderable sacrifice of time, as most
of 'the work is dome by a eecretary whose
office is salamed and permament. The
deague supponts men rwho 'work only for
the taxpayers. It kills off undesirable al-
dermen by active opposition, plainly stat-
ing the measoms for euch opposition and
meking the public the judge as between
the organization and ‘the man opposed.

No man can use the league for his own
ends. It is mot meddlesome; it deals with |
facts, and sometimes they are unpléasdant |
facts. But it keeps good aldermen in, amdl
bad aldenmen out, and, after eight years
of existence its power and usefulness are
mot mﬂy mliver;anl‘lx wcknorwledg;ed, but
are increasing. Every newspaper in Ohi-
égo but one endorses it. Tncidentally it
does away with ‘he snivéling .complaint
that to oriticize a mran in his representa-
tive capacity is to “hound” him. :

CARNAGE AT PORT ARTHUR

The Baltic fleet steams on, but Russian
hopes must sink with the knowiedge that
the terrible price paid for Metre Hill by
the Japanese won for 'them a position from |
which they could put out of commission |
#he ships in the harbor. To destroy these |
ships, to dispose of a possible fleet “in|
being,” has been the prime object of the |
Japanese for ten months. The despatches
indicate ‘hat the winning of Metre Hill
either gave to the besiegers a firing plat-
form from which their big guns could
meach the ehips, or a point of observation
which enabled them to direct upon the
vessels, firom another }posit.ion, a ‘concen-
tratted and destructive fire. More, the |
Japanese guns must now command the|
harbor in such fashion as to dominate it|
and prevent the entrance of blockade run-
ners of size sufficient to materially prolong
the mesisting power of Stoessel's heroic
garrison. i

Now that the value of Metre Hill is|
understood it is easier to understand the
reckless courage with which Nogi’s men
swept to the assault, and ‘the grim valor
with which the besiegers matched them in
the great death struggle which consumed
some twentyfour hours and during which
the survivors lived @ lifetime. The taking
of the hill, as described in the delayed de-
spatches from Nogi’s anmy this morning, is
a story of frightful carnage, and of won-
derful pluck. Tt gives us a vivid picture
of war’s darker side; and it shows how

thealth~and that the trade~eelations: be- (will-be an arrangement. that Cenada shall

tween Canada and the United States, and develop a compact military and naval
not thcse between the United States and force such as accords with her position
California, are the subject of comment? and population in time of peace, and that

One notes, also, in the (Canadian Ga- this mucleus shall be capable of expan-
zette, that “the New York correspondent gion in time of meed. There is no likeli-
hood that the Colonies will be asked to

of the Manchester Guardian, in a tele-
donmre'thamwo\ﬂdbeﬁwirarlﬂhwtthzy

gram dated Monday, says: ‘I learn that

the Washington authorities are urging and
hoping for a speedy reassembling of ithe
Joint High Commission to consider especi-
ally trade relations with Canada. Sir Wil-
frid Laurier is understood to have made
it clear to the President that such an in-
vitation would be welcomed by the Do-
minion Government, and Mr. Roosevelt is
anxious that no time should be lost.””
Sir Wilfrid and Mr. Roosevelt evidently
succeed in hiding much from the public
and from their advisers, if not from the
Guardian correspondent. The President,
in his message, displayed no delirious anx-
iety about reciprocity. Tn fact he failed
to mention it. They are the very deuce
for finding things out, in London. An-
nouncement of the secession of California,
for all we know, may be regarded in
Washington as an undriendly act.

SUBGESTIONS FOR ST. JOHN

The following from a Toronto News
editorial, is of interest in St. John at a
time when public interest, in an unusual
degree, is centred upon municipal affairs:

“To abtempt to manage public utilities
under municipal control by committees of
the Counecil is almost certain to result in
failure and bring discredit upon the prin-
ciple of . public ownership. The Owen
Sound Times directs attention to this fact,
and argues strongly for the appointment of
a capablé business manager of the public
services of that municipality. In the pur-
chasing of supplies and the collection of
revenue, it is said/ economics could be ef-
fected that would more than meet the out-
lay for his salary. No doubt that is the
case. Thére is another consideration, how-
ever, that is worthy of study. A private
corporation employs energetic men at good
salaries to develop business. Why should
a ‘municipality not seek also to extend the
business of a publicly-operated service. A
town estab'ishes a plant to generate elec-
triec light, and no effort is made to sell
light.  The custcmers that apply for the
gervice get it, but in a town the aize of
Owen Sound there are many ways in which
additional business could be secured, and
which wou'd enable the service to make
a better showing in the annual statement.
Locse management is the chief argument
that the opponents of municipal ownership
kave to cffer to the principle. To that
can be traced some failures. Therefore,
it is the point that should be guarded
most carefully. To leave to the changing
Council of a municipality the management
of enterprises in which large sums of the
ratepayers’ ‘money are invested is not a
businesslike method.” L3

Municipal ownership in, many cases is

désirable and profitable. k. is  neither if
the people of the municipality do not in-
sist that sound business principles be ap-
plied. The trouble cften ig’%as in St. Jchn

—that the. peaple become .careless about

Atheir civic representatives.; A eitizen may

be ¢stimable from many standpoints and
yet may turn out to be a ificst undesirable
alderman. St. John has sgyeral such cases
to consider at the present time.

'[HE DUTY OF THE “COLONIES

Mr. Balfour’s reply to -the deputation
which waited upon him in vegard to Im-
perial defence, nvas at once fair, moderate
and politic; and yet it advances the ques-
tion of contribution, in one form or
another, by the Colonies, to the status of a
idve pradtical dssue. Mr. Balfour depre-
cates the assertion that the ‘Colonies do
not pay a penny of the “bunden of Em-
pive,” either because it is mnot exact or
because 'he regards as impolitic anything
wihich might be construed as an attempt to
force the hands of the Colonies. He re-
minds the deputation that when the Col-
onies were wealk the Mother Country cared
for them, and expresses the thought that,
as they have grown to man’s estate, they
willl agree ‘to take up their ful family re-
sponsibilities. Tt is mot necessary to say
thalt fthe eanly cave of the Motherland was
not wholly disinterested. It is enough
that it was natural and that the wesults
Jhave been good. .

That Canadians assent o the primciple
put fonward by the Impenialists is gener-
ally vecogmized. That they do mot wish
to buy safety for ttheir homes and ftheir
commerce at the expense of the already
oventaxed people of the United Kingdom
is much. When, hereafter, the matter
shall have been discussed and the comtri-
bution shall have takem on a form com-
mensurate” with Canada’s position as a
self-governing country, Canada, no doubt,
will contribute whatever shall appear to
be her fair share of the cost of Impenial

will decline to do tthat much. As the Col-
onieswcognizewhmisreqnﬁmdof'bhem
&;yxﬂhuimmemlbmﬁhﬂpinthegnea«tfamﬂy,
they will accept full responsibility. 'The
sbepsmybedldw,tbﬁtthexwillbesum.

LOCAL POLITICS *

The nomination of Councillor Lowell, at
the Fairville convention Monday, opens
the Liberal campaign and will be follow-
ed, this evening, by the gelection of a gov-
ernment candidate in the city. It has
been decided, with wisdom we think, to
have the elections in the city and in the
county on the same day, and doubtless a
larger vote will be polled under this arrange-
ment than if \separate dates had Deen fix-
ed. The opposition candidate, Mr. Agar,
has been in the field for months,
and has been making a mostt active
canvass. For all that he has a difficult
gituation to face, opposed as he is
by +the wunanimous chioice ©of . the
Liberal oconvention, Councillor = Lowell,
who will naturally benefit by the fact that
the government is in power and has quite
as large a majority as is mecessary. The
campaign is young, but the odds, no
doubt,” aré in favor of Mr. Lowell’s elec-
tion.

The Liberals will be the first to choose
a city candidate. According to report sev-
eral good men are available, and it ap-
pears most probable that Mr. A. O. Skin-
ner will be the man. The chances in the
city can fbe more intelligently camwvassed
after both conventions have nominated.

NOTE AND COMMENT
Admiral Rojestvensky says tthe destrue-
tion of the Port Arthur ehips will not
change his plans. He means that he hopes
it will not. It makes Admiral Togo’s task

much easier.
2 S 4

Speaking of local politics, voters will re-
member that certain important civic meas-
ures will, or should, come up at Frederic-
ton this year. We take it that candi-
dates for the legiglature will be asked to go
on record concerning questions regarding
which St. John will seek remedial meas-

ures.
o

Of course no change in the assessment
law is complete unless it reduces the lati-
tude now enjoyed by the asseséom, and
substitutes something definite for guess-
work and compromise. If St. John had
had less capable assessors tlie present sys-
tem would have become intolerable long
ags. :

* = » /

The Council has mow acted upon all of
Mayor White’s suggestions except ‘the one
most affecting the aldermen themselves—
his euggestion to change the system of
electing civic mepresentatives. This plan
should be urged, and, if he pushes it along,
the Mayor-will find that the people be-
lieve the change is needed. The aldermen
will come to it in time, or their successors
will take the necessary sbeps.

A Family Affair.

“Just after his election as Governor of
OMassachusetts,” says Representative Me-
Call, “Mr. Crane sent his son Robert to
attend a military school in New York.

“The younger Crane, by reason of his
manly ways and modest disposition, soon
made himself sclid with the faculty.

“There was an otal examination one day
during the course of which young Crane
was asked to give the name of the Gov-
ernor of Massachusetts. .

“After a moment's hesitation, Robert
replied: ‘I don’t know, sir.

“Amazed by this unexpected answer,
the teacher exclaimed, ‘What, you don’t
know who is the governor of:your own
state? Reflect, my Boy! g

“ ‘Very sorry, sir, said the boy quietly,
‘but I really don’t know.’

“ ‘Why, Robert,” cried the instructor,
‘don’t you know that your father is the
governor of Massachusetts?

“*Oh, come to think of it,’ responded
the youngster, ‘I believe he did tell me
something of the sort; but I didn’t take
much stock in it. I thought he was josh-
ing me.’ ”—Qollier’s Weekly.

Protection and Damnation.

In his Letos Club speech last Friday,
Mr. Morley said:—

“I was greatly surprised upon my com-
ing here to be greeted with the remark:—

** *You have come here as the mission-
ary of a lost cause.” I inquired again and
I was .tvo}d_that free trade-was the lost
cause. ] am not a missionary and I re-

ence Y lic men, as ti present no cause.
- . Tiers are, pullic . “I hope that you will not consider that

stern and stubborn are both tthe races en-
gaged. |

In another story, which appears in this |
jssue, Mr. Franklin Clarkin, of the New |
York Evening Post, who is with Genera.l!
Oku’s anmy, dranvs some striking pen pic- |
tures of the struggle farther morth. Mr. !
Olarkin, some months ago, was dis'pOSEd:
to criticize the Japanese, Their courage |
and pesourcefulness have converted him.
He is evidently convinced that they can-

not be beaten.

STARTLING “

The governmemt, says the Standard, has |

had no information that an_early reassem-

Shomld the taxpayers decide to aveed out | bling of the Joint High Commission to
of collecting increased the unidesirable element in the Counoil,gconﬁider trade relations between California
must have, he more swould be mequived. But the other and the United States is probable. Sir

suggests a tax on household furniture, steps are mot diflicult, once a start 3| Wilfrid Laurier is in Canada for the Bene-

exempting values under $100., and oollect-tmade.

It should be made clear that to| fit of his health. and his sojourn there may

ing a certain sum fromn every $100 wortth the men in the present Oouncil whose | be a lengthy one.— Canadian Gazette, Lon-

of furniture and ten times as much for records there are good, and to such new
every $1,000 'worth. He discards the poll candidates as appear likely to become use-

tax as antiquated, and the income tax he ful aldermen and to display honesty and|don contemporaries by any chance mean jts Cause
| that Sir Wilfvid is in California for his

sels aside as obmoxious unless it could bejcapacity, public encouragement and eup-

|
|

l

don.
This is really startling. Can our Lon-|

are pTxbh'c Jou.mals, in En-g?amd, who €X-| T am profane in the reference which I am
press impatience and even disgust at what | about to make, I am reminded of the
they are pleased to desoribe as the huck.\:'normment once ll(l;ade‘ by Frederick the
. R S el eat, connecte _with the country of
e ‘an;d n"fsgemhm.l") spnm d;wp‘layed" " Neufchatel, in which there nvas an ardent
the Oolomies in this matter. Canadiams | 4ng vindictive dispute on the fundamental
do mot yet deserve these reproaches, nor | topic of eternal damnation. - The king was
are such reproaches made by leaders in asked for his opinion in the matter.
: = : : e “*Well said he, ‘my decision is this:
Eng' : wk : 3 kes ell, t :
and ox mer.l i m 1nﬁwfanct m’;‘ | ‘Those in Neuichatel who do not believe in
for 1mpf!x-ml union. Some of the ultra-| apernal damnaticn need not. be damned,
Imperialists ory out before they are hurt. ‘ and those who wish to be eternally damned
What Canada is mvilling to do for the they may be eternally damned.” (Laugh-
Empire in time of peril has been demon [ ter). [ am sure that you who are here are
'too > and clever not to se J 1-
ibted. T e try should ander- | oo acute and clever not to see the appli
sake certain measures for its owm defence  protectionist country.”
as a pant of the Empire is questioned hyi

i i . 5 . ! A third section of the net work of the un-
few. No doubt the finst practical step in| gerground railway has just been openzl in
the movement suggested by Mir. Balfour | Paris. ‘All these lines communicaie with each
v 4" |other, and passengers can pass dircet from
3 3 one to the other without coming above
ground and without paying an extra fare.

1t is reported that the total area of vine-
yards in the state of New York is 60,000
acres, one-haif of which are in Chautauqua

N | aCh | county. It is also estimated_that 8,000 cars |
{of grapes are shipped annually from that}

county.

Some res have been
made of Yhis #1 r Constitutional ! The whole coast of Peru is positively rain-
treatmen e booklet “Cancer less, and is chiefly barren deserl. The re-

. gion between the first and second cataracts
6 cents in stamps. | 5" “nrile  however, is supposed to be the

Dept. 6, 8 ry, Bowmanville, Ont-lhomat in the world. It is also rainless,

| cation, which T respectfully submit in this |

DA MESSENGE
* SUCIDED BECALSE
0F §750 SHORTGE

No Truth About Mohey Pack-
age . Story — Statue to
Joseph Howe Un-
veiled Today.

Halifax, Dec. 12—(Special)—The report
from St. John that the suicide-of Bapk
Messenger May, Saturday, had some com-
nection with a package of money sent from
here by express to the St. John agency, is
without foundation, Manager Bonner says.
The package was senf there by express,
butj the messenger hpd nothing to do with
it. It was received all right at St. John,
and its receipt has been acknowledged.

May was short in his collections to the
extent of $250 only, and had arranged for
a loan of that amount from a friend Sat-
urday forenoon, but the latter failed to
keep the appointment, and being super-
sensitive, it is supposed the poor fellow
decided at once on the rash act. His
funeral took place this afternoon, and was
largely attended.

Ihe unveiling of @ statue to Joseph
Howe, which has been erected in the south
square of the provincial building, will take
place at 3 tomorrow afternoon, with ap-
propriate ceremonies. General Sir Charles
Parsons, owing to the illness of Lieut.-
Governor Jones, will do the unveiling,

after which theré will be a public meeting
in the Academy. of Music, at which a num-
ber of prominent persons will speak.

BALFOUR THROMS
\HINTTO CAMAD

Thinks Time Has Arrived to
Bear Share of Empire’s
Burdens

London, Dec. 12—(Special)—Sir Michael
Hicks Beach, M. P., in introducing a
deputation to the premier e imperial
mnaval defence, said: “The common. burden
of 10,000,000 in the colonies was borne by
40,000,000 of taxpayers in tHe United King-
dom. He thought the statement of pride
and affection in the colomies would induce
them o consider proposals and comment-
ed on the fact that Canada did mot con-
tribute ome penny.” . L

Mr. Balfour said the deputation should
bear in mind that when our children were
in their most helpless years we rightly
took upom ourselves the whole burden.
Now they are gradually becoming our
equals and as they grow up will assist the
parents in camrying a larger share of the
common burden. The process must be
gradual and we cannot unduly press them.
They would become more and more « Sni-
zamt as they grow of the importance of |,
the soheme of empire, and bear more and
more of its burdens. :

Concerning 'the utterances of Mr. Bal-
four on imperial defence the following
comments are published:—

The Westminster Gazette: The comnfbri-
bution of Canada in proportion to popula-
tion would be £2,550,000 and *the comtri-
bution of Australia and New Zealand
£3,150,000. There is, of counse, mo pros-
pect that dhese sums or anything like
them will be forthcoming. We ought to
be grateful for what we get, remembering
that any gift to be of value must be vol.-
untary and unconditional.

The Pall Mall Gazette: In the colonies
there s till much room for a broader
knowledge of the principles of imperial
defence for ithe maval probection of the
empire. We must also remember that the
colonies have a very strong objection to |
being treated as children and they are
claiming all the rights of mature stabes.
Why showd South -Africa and Australia
be expected ito give woluntary contribu-
tions if Camada go free and why should
Canada contribute to @ defence fund the
expenditure jof which she has no voice in?

The Globe: The solution of the imper-
ial defence question can only be found in
the solution of that of imperial federa-

,

ALL THEIR LINES TO
BE CONSOLIDATED

Mackenzie & Mann Plan to Get
Oune Charter for Roads East

Transcontinental Railway.

Winnipeg, Dec. 12—Wm. Mackenzie,
president of the Canadian Northern rail-
way, left yesterday for Toronto. Mr. Mac-
kenzie confirmed the published report that
all the Mackenzie & Mann lines in the
east and west are to be consolidated under
one name and charter. The object of this
company is to have a trans-continental
line from east and west to James and
Hudson’s Bays. The Hudson’s Bay project
probably will be gone on nwith as sooon as
the Edmonton and Prince Albert lines
have been completed.

] should like to look at a nice fat goose,”
said the customer, coming into the butcher's
shop, where Johnny had been left in charge
for a few moments. ‘Yes, sir,”’ said Johnay, |
politely. ‘‘Just wait a minute, sir. Father |
will be here in just a minute.
|

REDUCES

EXPENSE
Ask for the Octagon Bar.

g

and West and Form a New |

EARN A

Comfortable Living

WITH A

Chatham Incubator

Poultry raising with a Chatham
Incubator is a very profitable and
easily managed occupation., Unless
you.want to go into it extensively it
need take but very little of your time.
Government reports show that the
demand -for chickens in Canada is
greatly in excess of the supply and
Great Britain is always clamoring
for more. That means a steady
market and good prices for chickens.

You cannot raise chickens success
fully with a setting hen. i
ing time setting wh
laying.
brooding a few
laying five or
percentage of
much less tha

Bch piece of
i grooved and
whole as solid
_Incubators are

We will start you raising poultry
for profit with a Chatham Incubator
without one cent of money from you
until next Fall. That means that you
can take off seven or eight hatches
and make considerable money out of
the Incubator before the first payment
becomes due. :

We couldn’t make this offer if we
were not certain that if you accept it
you will get complete satisfaction, if
Wwe were not positive that the Chatham
Incubator will pay you a handsome
yearly income. :

-This is'a straightforward offer. We
make it to show our supreme confi-
dence iri the Chatham Incubator. We
want- you to’accept this offer as we
are sure of the satisfaction our Incu-
bator will give. ‘Every machine we
have put out so far has made other
sales in the same: neighborhood.

Dur offer is to send you a Chatham
Incubator at once, freight prepaid by
us without one cent of cash from you.
You make your first yment in
" Qetober, 1906. ' The balance to be paid
in October, 1906, or if a Cash Buyer
you gat it cheaper. Could any offer
be fairer or more generous ?

SMITH FALLS, ONT., November 10th, 1904.
The Ineubator and Brooder that I bought from your
agent, on time, I wish now to pay the whole amount
this fall, if you will give me a‘discount. I am "ﬁ
much pleased with both Incubator and Brooder, ai
would not be .without them, because I cleared this
season, more than Incubator and Brooder cost me.

Yours tupectfuﬂ;:'
MRS. W. HYSLOP.

Write us to-day for full particulars
of our offer and mention this paper.
Don't put it aside for another time as
this special proposition may be with-
drawn at any time.
. THE MANSON CAMPBELL CO., Limited .

Dept. 15 Chatham, Ont.
MANUFACTURERS OF
Chatham Fanning Mills and Chatham Farm Scales.
DISTRIBUTING WAREHOUSES AT
‘Montreal, Que., Brandon, Man., Ca.lzlg. Alta.,
New Westminster, B.C., Halifax, N.8.

FACTORIES AT
Chatham, Ont., and Detroit, Mich. , 12

MILBURN’S

Heart and Nerve
Pills.

5
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Are a

toms. £
warning 3
mediatel

Feet. el
tom'th‘fns
these argghe chief ones. .

ﬁu h's Heart and Nerve Pills will
dispel® all these symptoms from the

system.
yIE‘rice 50 cents per box, or 8 for $1.25.

WEAK SPELLS CURED.

. 3 Dorey, Hemford, N.S., writes
Mrs.‘%llows :X—“ I was troubled with
ess, weak spells and fluttering of
e heart. I procured a box of Milt_)um’s
Heart and Nerve Pills, and they did me
so much good that I got two more boxes,
and after finishing them I was completely
cured. I must say that I cannot recom-
mend them too highly.

—————————————————
—————————————————

* Kimsty Johnston has an awfully sharp-
tongue, hasn’t she?” *I should say so.
She’s cut most of her fl‘i(’{lds oft her list
with it.” :

The invention of bells is atiribuied to the
Dgyptians, who are credited with having
made use of such percussion instruments to

543 lmnounce the sacred creeds of Qsiris,




