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SIR JOHN BOURINOT.

The public will regret to note that the
illness of Sir John Bourinot has not re-
ceived any favorable symptoms and that
i{n fact Canada stands in danger of losing
another of her most eminent and talented
men. The position of Sir John for many
years put him aside from consideratics
of politics, while his natural tastles and in-
clinations led him to so deem duty above
party that people have come to know him
dnly for his real worth and ability, a con-
stitutional authority of the highest rank,
an able litterateur and a man to adorn
any position of sodial dignity or homor.
»Sir John is a maritime province man,
@s are so many of Canada’s sons Wio
through their own merits. have climbed
to the highest rank. He was born in

Sydney (CB.), October 24, 1837, and s’

& son of the late' Senator Bourinot, of
Jersey Huguenot ancestry, his mother
having been a daughter of the late Judge
Marshall, of Loyalist descent, so that he
naturally inherited many of his sterling
virtues. In 1860 he ve_sta’bli.jsh‘ed_iri Hali-
fax a newspaper called the Reporter, af-
ferwards edited by Mr. J. C. Croskill,
but since defunct. In 1868 he was ap-
fidinted reporter in the Senate, in 1873
second clerk assistant in the House of
Commons, in 1879 first clerk assistant, in
1880 chief clerk of the House, became a
D. C. L. and LL. D. and in 1898 was made
a K, C. M."G. He is also an ex-president

and Hon. Scoretary of the Royal Society |

of Canada. These marks of honor mere
ly illustrate his work and worth, in the
}p'nsmnt appreciation of which Canadians
still hope for an increased term of life
and usefulness.

»  DEPENDS.UPON THE MAN.

A lcisurely. pérusal of any extended re
port of an occurpence inevitably leaves
some one predominating opinion upon the
‘mind of the readér. The impression to
be gained by a perusal of the report of
the royal commission appointed to inves-
tigate the condition of affairs at the St.
John Public Hospital, printed in The Tel
egraph yesterday, must, for instance, be
that there was such. an unsatisfactory
condition of affaira existing at the hospi-
tal as should not have been permitted to
exist had the right man or men been in
charge. KEvery person ‘in extensive busi-
ness knows that the success and creditable
conduct of any department depends upon
#he man in charge of that department.
It is the same in great things as in small.
®he tempiation of the majority of men

is to let .things go along as they have.

Heen under their predecessors and, so long
4s there are no complaints, to consider
Q_hings as satisfactory. Occasionally there
arises a_man among men who for his own
‘credit’s sake takes the ,pains to sec
whether affairs under his control arc

“right, and if not, why not. Such a man

%8 Kitchener, whose success has been duc

his keen sense of duty, his iron will
‘hpd masterly executive ability and his ab
qol'ute detérmination not to let anything
stand in the way of the end he has been
Bat to agcomplish. Kitchener has conse-
'quently made many admirers, but few
€riends. Triendship with him has no
doubt been wholly subservient to duty. It
48 not recorded that he ever sought to
¥hake friendships or to pander to preju-
dice, public or private. Having been” sei
to do a certain thing, that thing he did.
regardless of nrp_fests. or obstacles, of
praise or blame, and so”he won his fame.

Unfortunately for St. John, the public
hospital seems never to have had a
Kitchener. The reading of the reporl
._%just stir the ire of,any faithful house-
‘vifd, old or younmg, and make her vow
that if she had been in charge, the place
would at least have béen kept clean, and
‘the food wholesome, however limited it
‘might be and however economical the con-
duct of the establishment. Perhaps manay
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housewives who make such a slatement
would, if they had been placed in charge,
been "afraid of losing their positions if
they antagonized the commiesioners, or
been inclined to resign in disgust rather
than attempt reform in the face of ob-
stacles. . It requires a lot of courage to
undertake a radical executive course and
at the early stages of the hospital inves-
tigation it was clearly shown that the
commissioners were not in sympathy with
the movement. Having themselves had
the power of appointments to the hospi-
tal it was therefore mot very surprising
that no Kitchener appeared among their
appointees, and again it was unfortunate.

Now, however, that the conditions have
been so conclusively shown up, there can
be no excuse for lack of cleanliness or
inferiority of food hereafter. In view of
the fact that there are women who will
make the veriest hovel an attractive home,
and honest men who will do right
“though the heavens fall,” it is entirely
possible to get employes who can make
the hospital more satisfactory than ever
it was during the period investigated,
even if the complete recommendations of
the commission should not be immediate-
ly materialized. Let us hope, however,
that the superintendent, when an appoint-
ment of one is made, will be something
of a Kitchener.

BALFOUR SUCCEEDS SALISBURY.

The news this morning that the Mar-
quis of Salisbury has resigned the imperi-
al premiership and that the Right Hon.
A. J. Balfour, government leader in the
House of Commons and first Lord of the
Treasury, succeeds him, is not surprising.
The resignation of the Marquis of Salis-
bury had been fully” anticipated at this
time, had in fact been semi-officially an-
nounced to take place, and the only ques-
tion was as to his successor. There had
been various utterances to the effect that
Mr. Chamberlain would be the man, but
although he is a dozen years older and in
some respevts more aggressive than Mr.

- Balfour, there is no doubt that the latter

has been in closer touch with the mow
retired premier and that in his hands
therefore the government will be continu-
ed upon much the same policy as hitherto.

The Marquis of Salisbury has certainly
had his share of public life and enjoys a
record upon which he may well retire.
He was born in 1830, was elected M. P-
for Stamford in 1853, and represented that
borough in the Conservative interest until
his sveeession to the marquisate on the
death of his father in 1868. In 1866 he
was appointed ‘Secretary of State for In-
dia under Lord Derby’s third administra-
tion, and again under Mr. Disraeli in 1874.
He was special ambassador to Turkey and
acted as one of the plenipotentiaries in
the settlement of differences between that
country and Russia at the close of the
war with Servia in 1876, being really
eader at the conferen In 1878 he suc-
ceeded the Earl of Derby as Secretary of
State for Foreign Affairs, and after the
defeat of his party in the election of 1880
became its leader in the House of Londs.
[n 1885, when Mr. Gladsitone was beaten on
1 budget vote, he took office as premier, but
resigned - without meeting parliament after
the general election of Nove;dbei, that
year, becoming once more prime minister
\fter the second general election in 1886,
which position he held until 1892 (succeed-
2d by the Earl of Rosebery) and again
since 1895. .

The Right Hon Arthur James Balfour
‘s a nephew of the Marquis, being a son
of his-sister, the Lady Blanche Cecil, who
married Mr. James Maitland Balfour. The
new premier was born July 25, 1848, and
acted at privahafcretary to the Marquis
of Salisbury when Foreign Minister from
1878 to 1880, and accompanied him to the
Berlin Congress. In 1874 he was elected
M. P. for Hertford and represented that
2qnstituency until 1885, when he was elec-
od for East Manchester, for which seat
he was agaiﬁ returned in 1886. Under
ford Salisbury’s first administration Mr-
Balfour. was president of the Liocal Gov-

| srnment Board, and in the ministry of

1886 he was appointed secretary for Scot-
‘and. In 1891 he became leader of the
House of Commons and First Lord of the
[reasury, which positions he resumed on
the return of the Unionist Party to power
in 1895, having in the interim from 1802
been leader of the Opposition. He is con-
siderable of a golfer and cyclist and like-
wise somewhat of a philosopher, having
published “A Defence of Philosophic
Doubt, 1879,” and “The Foundations of
Belief, being Notes Introductory to the
Study of Theology, in 1895.” Mr. Balfour

is unmarried. :

WHAT IS “MODERATE SPEED?

It is often interesting to study the de-
sisions of the courts in order to watch the
interpretations and definitions given  to
words used in legal enactments. Some-
t{imes it requires several cases~and appeals
lependent upon the meaning of certain
words and phrases, before the absolute
intention and applicavon of the law is
withoritatively settled. A recent instance
is an appeal to the British admiralty to
jetermine what is “moderate epeed”’ for
. vessel in foggy weather. Under the au-
thorities hitherto there has been no defin-
\te rate of speed of so many knots which
sould be called moderate or not moderate.
It was set down by Lord Justice Bowen
a good many years ago that the term
“moderate” is a relative terms; it depends
on place, on the kind of ship aad on the
<ind of fog. Even the lowest number ot
revolutions at which the engines of a
steamer will work is no criterion. In sev-
eral cases the contention was put forward
that a vesscl was at least justified in pro-
ceeding with her engines working so slow-
ly that they just escaped stopping on the

refused to accept this contention.' In fact
it has been laid down in several cases
that if a steamer cannot proceed at a
moderate speed with her engines going
ag slowly as they can work, she must
further reduce her way by stopping her
engines from time to time. ;
There have been various other defini-
tions as to what is, or rather what is not
moderate speed. It has been said that
a rate of speed is not justifiable which
is so great that the vessel cannot prevent
damage, all precautions being taken at
the moment danger is seen. Amother
judge held that much greater speed is
justifiable in the open sea than in crowd-
ed waters, and still another ruled that a
vewel at least must not go so fast that
she cannot stop her way within the dis-
tance at which those on boand her can se¢
another vessel. Yet another authority
held that it would not at all be safe for
a vessel to go up to the speed which ad-
mitted of her so stopping herself. And
now the Admiralty court of appeal has
practically discredited the argument that
the power to stop in a specially short dis-
tance shows what is a moderate speed.
Unfortunately, however, the count has
not definitely decided what is a moderate
speed or propounded any rule to legally
determine such epeed uader varying cir-
cumstances. Each rcase remains yet there-
fore to be determined mpon its respective
merits and what “moderate speed” may
be will probably remain with shipmasters
to determine; if they get along safely,
anything is moderate enough and if dis-
aster unfortunately results to them noth-
ing will prove to have been moderate
enough, even including the sentence of
the court and the claims for damages.

PROGRESS OF THE CONFERENCE

The colonial conference outlook, aocord-
ing to the speech of Australian Premier
Barton at the Guildhall banquet, reported
in our despatoches today, is'not a very
promising one for the development of any
thing practical in the way of preferential
trade within the empire, ‘Lhis, it would
seem, is owing to the absolute necessity
of such countries as Anstralia raising
lange Tevenues through the customs
method of indirect taxation. The difficulty
was foreseen long before the conference
representatives came together and was re-
ferred to in fthese columns with the com-
mentt that even though it might prove
insurmountable and many other of the
much-mooted possibilities of the confer-
ence should prove not immediaitely prac-
ticable, yet the conference could not® fiail
to have good results and would be a be-
ginning for the better progress of our
empirebuilding.

Nothing has transpired at the confer-
ence, so far as has been indicated, to im-
ply a laek of entire harmony or cordiality
in the prinvipal aims. There is no ground
for fear that the empire, or any con-
stituent part of it, will be any the wonse
for the conference; there is every reason
tio believe that better understandings will
have arisen, and in maay minor mattersif
not in the great cnes of the programme,un-
doubltedly progress has been accomplished.
It is yet too soon, however, to attempt
to foreshadow the end of the meeting.
Premier Barton has just given us a hint
of whalt has been transpiring and before
the conferance dissolves a much . greater
solution of even the important proposi-
tions before it may have been arnived at
than he extends hope for. But even if
nothing should come of it in the exten-
sive way so optimistically talked about by
some, the empire will yet remain the
empire, the same flag will float over it
in all its lands and it will be even miore
united than ever should perchance any
foreign hiope of its disintegration such as
existed prior to the South African war
again arise to threaten it.

A MATTER OF ENTERPRISE.

The Halifax Chronicle is inclined to re-
sent The Telegraph’s remarks on the ag-
ricultural college question and says:

«If The Telegraph keeps on meddling
in Nova Scotia affairs in the enterprising
but scarcely judicious spirit which has
characterized several of its recent efforts,
it will soon make a reputation of a sort
for itself.”

The Telegraph’s readers tell it that it
has some reason to be gratified at the re-
sults of its enterprise and reputation, for
they are evidently the sort which win for
it a constantly increasing circulation, even
in Nova Scotia. But the Chronicle fur-
ther asks: “Why does not New Bruns-
wick turn in and build the college itself?”
This question does. not sound very states-
manlike in view of the preference that
Nova Scotia had exercised in the matter.
In fact, in view of all the circumstances,
it is rather a surprising question and
sounds as if the Chronicle were a little
out of temper at something or comebody,
instead of inclined to treat the main is-
sue from an impartial and _broadminded
point of view.

TRACING TRACY.

The outlaw Tracy is the latest person-
age to command attention in the world’s
passing show of scintillating characters
who by their striking individuality call
for a moment’s pause to wonder. Tracy,
it is said, has killed six men and wound-
ed several others since June 9, has been
pursued by men and dogs across the state
of Washington from Seattle, making many
wonderful escapes, but successfully elud-
ing the bloodhounds and astounding the
people by his_coolness and daring. That
he is a man of original resource is shown
by his sprinkling cayenne pepper in his
footprints, which had the effect of
“knocking out” the cogs, temporarily at
least. Eventually, of course, he will be
captured and meet his fate, and when
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his history is' written it may be found
that he was a man of educafion and good
family, as such men ofter are, misguided
into a wrong turning in life through some
lack of advice or disastrous circumstance.
An able character in crime is always re-
grettable because one realizes what good
he might have done had his abilities been
rightly directed.

A FAST LINE ROW POSSIBLE.

The announcement. in our despatches to-
day that the colonial conference in Lon-
don ‘has practically decided upon the prin-
ciple of ‘a fast line of steamships for Aus-
tralian connection via Canada, the details
to be atrranged at Ottawa during a visit
of the premiers of Australia and New
Zealand to this country on their way
home, is news that will be hailed with
pleasure, not only as evidence that the
conference is accomplithing some very
good work, but that the Australasian col-
onies combined with Canada and aided by
Great Britain, may procure for us avhat
would have been almost impossible by
ourselves alome. :

Tt was with a possibility such as this
in view that The Telegraph, in an article
two or three weeks ago said that in the
natural order of events there would be
no eanly pr‘osﬁect flor the finanicial success
of a Canadien fast line, but that it seemed
under exigting circumstances entirely
within the bounds of possibility the
Bnitish. might take the trouble to demon-
strate that they could be absolutely inde-
pendent of American steamship connec-
tion. Even if this should prove the only
outdome of the conference, it will ‘have
been worth nvhile.

AN APOLOGY IN ORDER.

Isn’t it about time for the St. John
correspondent of the Montreal Herald to
order a general apology for his vilification
of the peaple of ibhis city at- the time of
the hospital investigation? It avill be re-
membered’ that early in March ladt, during
thie taking of evidence before the com-
mission, the Montreal Herald published
from its correspondent in this city, among
other things the following statement:
“These stories are not taken seniously, in
fact mobody believes them, and it is gen-
erally expected that they will be flatly
contradicted when the doctors and nurses
get their innings,” ete.

The Telegraph called attention at the
time to this defamation wof character by
the Montreal paper’s correspondent in
this city, and has watched carefully but
unavailingly for some acknowledgement of
the errot. As the etories which the corre-
spondent alleged that mcbody believed
have been fully established in fact by
the report 10f the dommission, it would
seem to ibe the duty of the paper referred
to either to exact now a full apology from
the author of such deliberate misrepre-
sentiations' or procure’ another correspon-
dent whoo will hawve “sufficient entenprise
tio make him-e!f sure of his facts before
he makes statements. |

THE PROMOTION OF AGRICULTURE.

A provingial contemporary which stated
last week that the agricultural schools
in the United States were practical fail-
ures and only had the effect of.diverting
young men from the farm instead of at-
taching them to it, could mot have been
informed of the work of such an institu-
tion as that at Briarcliff Manor, New
York, established by the Committee for
the Promotion wof Agriculture of New
York, a lengthy report of which appeared
in the New York Evening Post of July
11. The object of the institution is “to
offer an indepeadent means of livelihood
for young men and women, especially from
the large cities,”” Its purposes are also
‘to teach ‘that greater returns may be de-
rived from land under intelligent manage-
ment, and finally it aims to develop a
taste for -rural life. :Among its officers
and trustees are such well known men as
Abram S. Hewitt, William Earl Dodge,
R. Fulton Cutting, John G. Carlisle,
Theodore Havemeyer, William Jay Schief-
felin, E. Morgan Grinnell and others to
whom the wisdom of the enterprise heart-
ily appealed. These gentlemen aad their

1 friends agreed to finance the experiment

for three years, with an eye to its future
endowmenit in the event of the success of
the project, and so succesdiul has it been
that it is now announced to have entirely
passed the experimental stage and it is
aceordingly to be moved bo more com-
miodious premises near Poughkeepsie.

The course at this school, it is worth
while to remark, is practical as well as
theoretical,. and stress is laid upon the
business side of agriculture and horticul-
ture. All students are above 18.years of
age. When most of them entered they
knew less than the average unskilled farm
hand. Now, as one of the instructors ex-
pressed jit, “they can go back and show
0ld fammers a few tricks they don't
know.”’ The course includes farm sur-
veying and plotiting, computing areas,
roadmaking and fencing, tilling soils, the
use and application of fertilizers, the mani-
pulation of implements, planting, " eulti-
vating, harvesting, storing, and market-
ing farm, garden, greenhouse, and orchard
crops; ‘the improvement of various cer-
cals, fruits, vegetables, and flowers by
hybridization and selection; and the care,
management, and valuation of poultry,
tarm animals, and bees. Dairy work,
thortioulture and cold storage, it is an'
nounced, will be more extensively treatea
in the new premises. The instrudtors, in
addition to the more obvious subjects,
teach bookkmpi:,ng with special reference
to farm accounts; land surveying and
levelling, geology, ~physics, entomology,
particularly the study of injurious in-
sects; meteorology; agricultural zoology,
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drainage, irrigation, and building farm
structures, such as chicken coops, trellises
and larger objects.

A very valuable feature of the course,
undoubtedly, is the insistence on a
familiarity with current prices of indus-
trial and market products in the grea®
commercial centéers. Along the same lines
of practice mather than theory is the’
planning of a schedule of excursions to

tham forty such tnips to the large down-
. town markets, food shows, fainrs and other
exhibitions were made in the past year.
Some fifty students have been in attend-
ance, the number being limited only by
the accommodations. The tuition fee is
$100 per year and board is $280 addi-
tional, with twelve weeks’ vacation in the
sumamer.

The eminent success of such an insti-
tution surely shows that the agrieuftural
college in its ideal sphere is a most ad-
mirable part of modern education.

NOTE AND COMMENT.
The reconstruction. of the British cab-
inet is' now the interesting feature of the
London cables.

- =
Who ever fed that Toromto elephant
on carpet tacks ought to be taxed wiin
criminal carelessness in causing its death.

X man who bm;g'hz o';xe of three islands
in Lake Muskoka (Ontario), and accident-
ally selected the wrong oae; has as a
wonsequence entirely lost his ice house,

wharf and other improvements.
* N N

President Schurman, of Cornell, predicts
that the Americans will cducate the #1li-
pinos for an independent republic. Per-
haps =0, but until Cuba turnsout all right
the rest of the world may have some
doubts.

* o *

A little Lumenburg schooner of 97 tons,
the Beatrice L. Corkum, is said to have
performed ‘the feat of cleaning up $30,000
in eight months with a craw of 16 men.
She cruised 35,000 miles to the Amtaretic
and got 2,000 seals.

-
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The possibility of cheap clothing has
been illustrated by a thrifty Welshman
with an entire costume, cap, giters and
shoes included, of ratskins. It required
570 rats to make it amnd their tails were

formed into a cape.
* »* »*

An analysis of the fourth of July casual-
ties in the United States shows that fire-
works awere responsible for 731 disasters;
skyrockets for 110, cannon for 368, fire-
arms for 546, gunpowder for 422, and mn-
aways caused by explosions of * various
kinds for 29. In Philadelphia 439 persons
were injured and one killed, giving that

ity the record for injured.
* * »*

The Scottish shipyards report for the
first half of the curremt year a greater
businesa than ever Mbefore, having pro-
duced an aggregabte of 259,804 tons of ves-
sels, of which the Clyde launched 231,000
tons. The Jun. record however was not
excessive, but the contracts for new mer-
chant work aggregate the highest for any

moath of this year. There seems no in-

the great busindsses in New York. More |
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dication that American competition is
stealing trade in this line.

. ® =
It may be comforting to people who
leave 8t. John for mosquito-infected
regions that malaria is contracted only
through the bites of mosquitoes of the
genus anopheles, while the puncture of
the more common culex are harmless.
The culex has clear wings and stands in
a round-shouldered fashion, while the
wings of the anopheles are more or less
spotted and it stalxds: in a deflant fashion.

*

Mr. W. G. Grace, the famous cricketer,
is, it is said, advocating a time limit for
cricket matiches, which seems a pity and
liable to turn the game into a spectacle,
o be played principally for the gate
money. Better might he itry to apply a
time limit to the®game of chess, the
«hanices of which may be estimated after
a certain stage. But in cricket it is im-
possible to estimate which may be the
winning team wuritil the game is played

out.
L Sk v )

The King has evidently concluded that
it is impossible ‘o please everybody. It
seemg that immediately upon his illness
the royal undertakers formed extensive
ahd wide-reaching plans for profits and
some of the sensational journals prepared
extensive funeral descriptions and lus-
trations, all ncw as useless as the grand-

stands for:the comonation pageants.
- & &

That evidence of Miss Iddiols regarding
the vermin in the General Public Hos-
pital was certainly sufficiently strong to
convince even a Hospital Comimission that
there was need of radical changes in the
home for the sick. But the odds are two
to one that Dr. Wm. Christie still be-
lieves it is only a wicked lie of The Tele-

graph.

* » »

At the opening of the Hospital Investi-
gation The Telegraph was forced to throw
a boquet of withered flowers at the chair-
man of the Royal Commission. Now that
the Commission has presented its report
The Telegraph is happy to be able to
thraw a fragrant nosegay or two at that

. gentlernan and his confreres on the ability

with which they have performed their
duties.

Without good counsel no investigation
or proceeding of a judicial nature can be
satisfactorily accomplished. It undoubted-
ly reflects especial credit upon Mr. Wal-
ter Trueman, therefore, tha/t., the report
of the royal commission 6n the public
hospital investigation has been made so
comprehensive and efficient.

*'® w

If Mr. Harry McCalmont, M. P., should
take the governor-generalship of Australia,
the Australians will get “a run for their
money” anyway. Mr. Harry has the rep-
utation of being one of the greatest and
most enterprising sportsmen of the day
and with ample means to enyhis bent.
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The following story of the Sultan. of
Turkey is related in the Revue Heb-
domadaire, by M. Ammeghian. The Sul-
tan had paid very particular attention to
a young Circassian lady, who did not re-
spond to his advances. Asked the reason
for her coldness, she replied that she dis-
liked bearded men. The Sultan bj
lip and said no more. Some time after-

ward the lady married one of the Jltan’s
“memours.” On the following the
Sultan issued an edict that all “mgemours”
were to grow beards.
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Dr. Nicholas Nichol#¥vitch Dvorashin,
who was the first physician to assist the
wounded Czar Alexander IT, died recently
in an insane asylum. It is claimed that he
died as the result of ill treatment.

BoneGrinders

Portable Forges, Drilling Machi -
tactured. Mill and steamboug R‘:’;.a'lxmu

JOSEPH THOMPSON'S MACHINE WORKS,
48-53 Smythe Street, St. John (N. B.)




