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damned to you. Nothing 'll change you
pow. But if you care for the child
and if you ever cared for her,” here
i‘"" voice seemed to waver almeost im-
perceptibly: “you won't stop me from
doing one decent thing, as you put it,
before you shoot. It won't be done any
other way, Jim, andl when I say that
you know I mean it

“How do I know you'll——" began
Jim bratally, but Bifl interrupted him
ia turn, speaking as evenly &s before.

“J yeckon youll have to take my
word for it,” he said, smiling again,
“and anyway she'll never let you find
her nor the chila Weain if she goes
into the bay to hide, If she dles the
child will go with her, so you'd better
not try. Iold on! Don't shoot , yet.
I'm not making it any worse than it

is,

“I'm going to win $1,000 tonight. It
1 get it the whole business 'll be wip-
ed up as far as the money goes. e
don't,, here he shrugged his sheulders,
“] peckon from what you say I won't
get another chance and nothing ‘1l ev-
er be done, If I get it yon can take
the whole and hand it over to—-"

»  exclal

ge.
“I know. And you'll do it and be| pora in the gun,” all thought of im-

terference was over.

Then came the play of the evening.
On Bill's own deal he caught four
cards of a straight flush, and stayed
in against successive raises until the
draw. Then after two others had
stood pat and he had gerved the other
two he laid down the deck before
helping himself.

“] want one card” he said, “and
this is the last hand 1 play. That
hour is about up, I reckon. Turn it
over, somebody. If it’s the queen or
the eight of hearts my pile goes in”
And for the first time he looked un-
nerved.

There  was a pause, but presently
{he next man reached over and turn-
ed the card. It was the heart eight,
and one after another four men threw
down their hands and Bill raked the

pot.

“Gaffpey,” he said to the proprie-
tor, who was again in the room."Send
this to the Coast Bapk in Frisco and
tell the cashier to add it to Bill Hop-
per's account and open the sealed let-
ter 1 left with him. That’ll tell him
what to do with the whole of it.”

Then after Gaffuney had g_aun the

*| money -he said, “Now, Jim.

But Jim in turn seemed to have lost
his nerve. He started to shoot, ‘but
lowered his gun.
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