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BIBLE LESSONS.
STUDIES IN J’L‘H’ISII HISTORY.
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Lesson X1, Sept. I-l_l Samuel 84 : 417,
DAVID h‘l'Il—(_l.\'(l BAUL.

GOLDEN TEXT.

“Be not overcome of evil, but over
ocome evil with good."s~Rom. 12 21

EXPLANATONY.

I. Davi's Sevex Yeans ov Exun anp
Ovreawny, from B. C. 1062 to 10556, In
to-day’s lesson we have one incident in
long and important section of David's
life ; and as this is the only lesson upon
this period, the wise teacher will give a
general view of the whole epoch, with

ial reference to its relation to Ds-
's subsequent career.

() Fuonrro Non. Immedistely after
David's parting with Jonathan at Gibeah
(our last leason), David fled southward to

i

Nob, which p! ly lay between (libeah
and Jerusalem, was within sight of
that city (Isa. 10; 32). In his terrorand
distrust he told a falsehood to Abime-

Thew David arose. He must do some-
thing, but what he should do would de-
termine his character. And cut off the
skirt of Saul's robe : the edge, “po?hlpl
sowe of the golden fringe which ed
the royal cloak.” He did this doub eu
to prove to Saal that be had been in his
powar\md yet he had spared him.
. David's heart smote him. His con

wmnoa reproached him, because he re.
arded this as an injury done to theking
imself. It was an affront to Seul's dig
nity, and David wished that he had not
done it.

6. Seeing Ae (s the anointed of the Lovd.
the divinely appointed king. He should
do nothing unto him unbecoming a loyal
.\.Mm

8o Dagid stayed his servants: e
umnmi them from doing what he wax
unwilling to do himself. This showed
his sincerity, for the insinosire man will
be glad to have others do wrongs that he
refrains from doing himselft

Thus David gained a great viotory over
himself, a greater than his famous vie
tory over Golinth, “He that ruleth his
own n(»lnt is greater than he that taketh

a crl{

IlI) Ovewconixg Evi. wirn Goon. 8,
David also arose afterward, and went out
of the cave and eried (called alond)
after Saul. This was a bold thing to do,
for Baul's army was near ; but the bolder
ocourse is often the wiser, and the safer.

leck the high pnut, and as a friend and | Sayiug, My lord the king. A most loyal

relative of the king, he was allowed to
eat of the sacred shewbread (referred to

address, which David elsewhere used to
Saul. It was fit to soften the proud heart

by Christ in Matt. 12: 3, 4), and to take | of Saul, Bowed lmml/ As a token of

with him the sword of Goliath. The fruit | reverence and lo

of this lie was the massacre by Saul of
the high priest, and his family (save
Abiathar), and the ministering priests,
85 in all (chaps. 21 and 22).

(II) Fuenr ro Garn. David hasted
away from Nob, and fled southwesterly

Gynlx, a city of the Philistines; the old
mldenoe of Goliath. Here he was soon
d, and was sore afraid, “a com-
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paratively new sensation to David.”
After a very short stay he escaped by

1II) Ix Tae Cave or AbvLran. Leav-
ing Gath, David returned to the tribe of

The facts were plainly be
that he could know just how David stood
towards him. But mine eye spared thee.
The age is used for the person because
madness. it is ¢/
or fu

alty to the kmg
9. Wherefore hearest thon men's words.
David was quite aware there were flat-
terers at Saul's o« urt who were continu-
ally inflaming his mind by their false
accusations against David (see Ps. 10,11,
12, 35, ete.).

10. Behold this day thme es have seen.
ore Saul, so

e organ which shows compassion

ry..
11. My father, s¢e.’ David expresses

P!
Judnh md took mfuge ln the cave Ofr‘hh{n:ly feelings by the title he gives
fied with | to Sgul
12

& cave in ths side of a deep ravine, some

five or six miles south-west of Bethlehem, thee.

and called Wady Khureitun.” The path
to it is along & winding shelf of rock,

he Lord judge between me and

He committed his case wholly to

God. He would not take vengeance into

his own hands. This was another proof

having a fearful gorge bemmd 8igan- | of David's innocence of the charges

tic oliffa above, so that it d easily be
defended against all the forces of Saul
and being 550 feet in length, could bold
a small army of defenders.

Davip's  Baxo.
around him a large band of discontented
people, “ mestly victims of Saul's oppres-
sions” and of the growmf discontent
with his rule, on account of hi

Here there gathered | verb,

inst him. A guilty man does not wi
the Lord to judge his cause.

13. As saith the proverd of the ancients.
An old, tried, and therefore true pro-
Wickedness proceedeth from the
wicked. ~But mine hand shall not be u;
thee. Therefore, 1 am not wicked.

e David did was good, therefore Saul oould ba
is recurring | be sure that David's heart was loyal and

paroxysms of insanity, and consequent | trye,

inabilify to rule his kingdom well. They

14. After whom dost thou pursue? after

numbered 400 at first (22: 2), and, later | g dead dog (which can harm no one),

on, 600 (25: 13; 27: 2).

(1V) Tae WitperNgss o Jupan. The | gfper «
cave of Adullam was on the borders of | gimiles David meant to describe lf and

this wilderness, but David did not re-

afleraﬁu The original is even ltmnger
one flea” (a single flea). B

as a perfectly harmless and mugmﬂunt

main in his stronghold ; he dwelt in the man, of whom Saul had no occasion to be

forest of Hareth (22: 5), and fought the | gfraj

Philistines at Keilah, on the western
border of Judah; he guarded the flocks

id.
16. Is this thy, voice, my son I'mml’
And Saul . . . wept. He was

Rockefell 1

idly hia
plan to cmnmvllm oil produet of the
nation.  The business grew 0 anormons
that it was able to obian the lowest
fraight from the railrosds, snd thers wore
oiten such that Commnore Vanderbilt
remarked that only ouv wan sould die
tate to him, and that was Rookefeller
Refineries were bought right and left for
stock or cash. All wha, like Col. &, I
Payne, took stock beosme rich | the
others got a fair prioe and that was all
The corporation was a menopoly ungil
1880,  After that the railroads rebelled,
and the Standard built its pipe lines and
defied the roads. The company ls in
corporated in many States and managed
by the Standard Trust Company in New
York, with Jobn D. and William Rooke.

foller still at the head. William owns
and lives at the beautiful Aspinwall
estate at Tarrytown, just above the

limita of New York on the Hudson.

John D, lives near Greenwich, on the

Sound, with a coterie of business asso-
ciates who come to town every day in a
rivate car tha is fitted wp like a club

se on wheels. Henry M. Flagler,
whose income is about $7,000,000 a year,
has a grand house in towss, These and
the lesser magnates of the oil trust are
all quiet, plain, democratio citzens, not
one of whom, puts on the airs of the
average hotel clerk.— Providence Journal.

.- —

— A Naples corrupondem. gives the
following anecdote : “ Sitting exactly be-
hind Mr. Gladstone in church, I saw a
gray hair tumble on the collar of his
overcoat. Hearing once how a lemon

ueeml by the Prince of Wales became

immortal value, it occurred to me that
& hun-lmd {ean hence this iron-gray
hdr mi ht likewise attain distinction, so
1 carefu icked it off and held it be-
tween xny thumb and finger. The next
thing was to bring it home and pre-
serve it, but on the way I—not lost it—
but sold it! Meeting an Italian deputy

of high position, 1 showed him my
trophy; he got tremendously excited
seized my hair (the
a 5-franc piece, and
Gazette.

y one), threw me
ited.”— Pall Mall

b
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Illn(. humllllllnl, ing, scaly and lmply
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a
CURA BoAP, an exqulsite Skin Beautifier, pi
0l rom it, uuwn’;n and CUTIOURA
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nally, are a positive cure for every form of skin
disease, from pimpleso scroful.
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by
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and herds of the rich but churlish Nabal, | overcome by David's kindness and for-

in Carmel in the south ; he took refuge
in the wilderness of Zi h, not far from
Hebron. In thisferest he and Jonathan
met for the las® ajid only time during his
exile, and ren eir covenant of
friendship? Engedi was within the wil-
derness of Judah (chaps. 22: 5; 23 : 1-29).

(V) Exreriexce At Exorpi, near the
western shore of the Dead Sea. Here he
spares Saul. Our lesson for to-day
(chap. 24).

11. Tae VaLuve or Davio’s Exine Ex-
rerieNcE. Hard as these seven years of
exile were for David to bear, yet they
were most , fruitful xe&n to him, as his
apprenticeship for the kingdom. (1) The
exile experiences preserved him from the
dangers to which his sudden elevation to
power and popularity would expose him.
(2) He learned entire trust in God un-
der all circumstances. (3) He had the
best of opportunities for becoming uc-
quainted with the people; their griev-
ances under Saul ; their noedl their dis-
positions and tendencies. (4) He had |
practice in the art of governing. (5) He
gained experience in war, (6) He ob-
tained a knowledge of the country, and
of its enemies, (7) “In this school of
fighting men were trained those generals
and wise strategists who in the golden
days of David's rule commanded his ar-
mies, and raised Israel from the obscuri-
ty of an ‘Arab’ tribe, to the position of
one of the great nations of the old East-
ern world.”

ITl. Ax Inciomst or THE EXILE,

(1) Tur Grear Tempratiox (ver. 4).
For two or three years David had been
1 by Saul, who wished to take his
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life. He had hidden in various piaces,
and now had come to a secluded and al-
most inaccessible spot near the west
shore of the Dead Ses, called Engedi,
“ the fountain of the kid.”
Saul had been called awayfrom the
pursuit of David by an invasion of the
l’hilutmm; but after his victory over
them, he took 3,000 of his chosen war-
riors ond returned to the pursuit with
renewed zeal. He came to a cave in

| entrance. He was visible to those within
| the cave, but thc{ could not be seen by

| ing king, with his soldiers on guard wi

ln%lu come.
| (II) Davio's Victory ovER mIMsELF, 4.

whose recesses David and his men were
hidden, and lay down to sleep near the

one standing at the entrance. The sleep-
out, and suspecting no dunfor vmhm,
was now in the power of David

4. Behold the day of which the Lord
said. This was the version by David's
men of such divine ictions as 1 Sam.
15: 28, 16: 1,12.  Thou mayest do to him
s it uall seem good unto thee : which in
their opinion would be to hill him, of
ocourse.

Tesrrariox implies strong motives for
doing somet hing which was wrong. The
motives which would gowor{ully influ-
enoe David to kill Saul, were (1) self-
pregervation, (2) Dwn to escape the
perdecution which was destroying all
comfort in life. (3) He ocould thus im-
mediately ocoupy the throme, (4) Per-
hape revenge for all he had suffered. (5)
The that Saul was rapidly be-
ooulng\mﬂnoboking. (B)Thc

= m*;mmwmm_go

The ronuro from his fnllowon,

bearing loyalty.

For a time, at least, the persecution
ceased, byt only for a time. Saul was
conquered for the time, but he was too
bad & man to retain his better feelings
long. After this David fled again from
Saul, and lived sixteen months among
the Philistines.

OverooMing Evit wire Goon. (1) To
fight evil with evil is simply to make two
evils instead of one. (2) And both evils
are increased by the processes. (3)
Good is the only power that can conquer

evil. . (4) Even if it fails, the good is
strengthened and increased by the ef-
fort, and therefore the proportion of

to evil is increased. (5) Like
indles like, as fire kindles fire. The
tendency of good is to awaken the good
in other‘eouls, (6) This is the divine
way. God's love in Jesus Christ is the
transforming power in the world. Even
his indignation and punishments are in-
struments wielded by love.

- S

\Joln D. uorkel‘cller.

The Sun makes lllesunlmgutalemem
that the pinnacle of earthly wealth is
thought to have been reached by Mr,
John D. Rockefeller—who must there-
fore have displaced the Vanderbuilt boys
and the Duke of Westministor from their

0st a8 rival claimants for the honor of
ing sccounted the richest man on
earth. Rockefeller's wealth has increased
until it is said he is now in receipt of an
income of 20,000,000 a year. John D.
Rockefeller’s life story made him one of
the marvels of the new world long be-
fore it was dreamed that he would ever
reach the greatvst height as a millionaire.

A certain Dr. Rockefeller removed
from the central part of Rhode lsland
less than forty years ago to establish
himself and family in Cleveland. John
D. and William were his sons. John D.
finished bis boyhood in the Ohio city
and got his schooling there. Then came
to New York and was proud to become
a bookkeeper in a little store for the
sale of farm produce on commission, in
Water street in this city. At nineteen
years of age he and a Mr. M. B. Clark
went into business on their own acoount.
That was at the close of the war.

While a bookkeeper, Mr. Rockefeller
had invested a little money in a small
oil refinery up the river. The porter in
the same store had put his small savings
in the refinery also. In time Rockeleller
thought he saw a fortune in oil and sold
out his interest in his store to Clark.

He and the former gsomr, now the
millionaire Samuel Andrews, then de-
voted all their time to oil refining.
Rockefeller was twenty-six and Andrews
was under twenty-five. Their retinery
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These pnm-q arc for cash and cannot be
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was worth $5,000, and not paid for. They | SS8C

pered, and John's brother Willism
gecune bis partoer in another reﬁueq
The two réfineries were pmentl{
and a store was opened in New qufor
the sale of the oil they refined. t‘
needed money to swing their plans wi
and set out to find it. Aws oﬂlnSql
naw, Mich., was Henry M. Flagler, sen
there by a rich father-in-law to m&
fortune in lumber and salt. She was noﬁ

The fatherin-law heard

udwomd consider hlm nfy
most to madness, not to use his
tunity.
mmngmlnthad»d itself. He
had no business to do evil that good

and calling r to
Now York put him and 000 in the
new oil firm,

From this stage in the Rookfeller his-
tory begins the unexampled career of
the Standard Oil Company. Taking that
name and a capital of & million, John D,

The proceeds 1o be appropriated to ihr in-
rde ﬂullhln' o!lhn new Mecting Hou:
Amusements of various nmu may bc ex-

Bhould the day gl rainy, it will be held
on the next Ainé d
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