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THE RUSSIAN TOILER.!

Outdone—Long -
Low Wages.
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A report on Russian wages snd hours of
labor, presented to Parliament, appears in &
recent issue of the Beard ‘of Trade Jonral.
From observations extending over 1214 manu-
facturing establishments it appears that the
hours of labor vary from six to twenty per day.
In one or twospecial cases uninterrupted work
continues for 24 hours. The long hours are
chie fly in establishments of primitive produc-
tion, and belong to employers who are ignor-
ant, or profess to be ignorant, of modern tech-
nical development. 1t is remarkable that in
the same branches of industry where the same
market price i8 realized a difference occurs of
one to eleven hours.

The exceptional cases where work is carried
on from 12 to 20 hours are few, as in a Very
large majority of cases (80 per cent.) the hours
of labor are 12 and under.

Manufactories with 12 hours' daily labor
number 36 per cent.; with eight hours, 1.6
per cent, ; with seven hours, 0.2 per cent., 80
that an average of 12 hours’ daily may fairly
be assumed as the normal working time
throughout Russian industrial establishments.

By the law of 1885 children are not allowed
to work before the age of 12 years, and up to
15 years must-not work morr than 8 hours a
day, or more than 4 at a stretch, In special
circumstances and if the health is not injured,
they may work 5 consecutive Lours. Child-
ren work eight hours in 60 per cent. of the
factories visited by the chief Inspector, seven
hours in 9.1 percent., six hoursin 21 per cent.,
and for less than that time 10.2 per cent.
Owing to the strict regulations which have
come into force respecting the Jabor of women
and children, night work is at the present
moment tending to disappear, but in mines
more than half the men are employed in un-
derground work at night preparing ¢2al for re-

moval in the daytime. By the - taw of 1889

children may work for 9 hours, but not for
more than 4% at a time. This is arranged s0
that their hours shall coincide with those of
adults. The following are the hoursin the
majority of the cloth works ot Moscow :

Day work begins at 4.30 in the morning
and lagts till 7 o’clock ; half an hour is then
allowed for breakfast, after which it recom-
mences at 8.30 and continues till 12.30, and
then with an interval of an hour for dinner is
carried on t111 8 o’clock in the evening.

Night shifts begin at 8 o’clock in the even-
ing and go on antil 4.30 in the morning, com-
prising 8 period therefore of 83 hours, conse-
cutive work; 3% hours are then allowed for
yest, which, with the interruption of work for
half an hour from 8 o’elock to 830, continues
antil 12.30, when work i8 again carried on for
an hour.

M. Yangoul severely criticises this system of
distributing work on the ground that there is
no possibility for the workman toe recover his
strength. He only gets in this manner 3%
hours sleep, and that only on the supposition
that the lodging is close at hand. His rest
for half an hour is also liable to be disturbed
for the purpose of attending to the machinery ;
the short time he can then devete to sleep i8
undoubtedly a very severe tax om his recuper-
ative powers.

g8till harder are the conditions of labor in

dye works. The day shift begins at 4 o’clock
snd lasts until 12 o'clock (that is eight hours
without any interval for rest), and continues
froms 1,45 p. m. to 8 p. m., in all 14% hours,
with but 1 3-4 during the day for food and
repose.
The night shifts begin at 8 o'clock in the
evening and work until 4 o’clock in the morn-
ing ; then comes an interval of eight heurs of
cessation of work, after which labor js oontin-
ned from 12 o’clock to 1.45, and from 4 o'clock
till 7 o'dlock—in all 12 8-4 hours

There is little importation of foreign labor,
the low rate of wages and standard of conduct
preventing any foreigners coming to Russia.

‘Some places employ & few foreign workmen

a5 foremen and specialists from England, Ger-
many and France, but owing to the great cost
and expense thelr services are dispensed with
as soon a8 they have effected the purpose for
which they came. Whereasa Russian receives
84 roubles for a certain class of work, the Ger-
man requires 228r. Truck payment of any
kind is strictly forbidden by the law. Inrare
cases & bonus 18 added to the wages for special
merit.

1f a stoppage occurs through fire, floods, etc.,
or any other similar calamity, the law compels
the workman to rema'n at the factory for
period of three days, during which he is not
entitled to receive any wages from his employ-
er, and it is only on the termination of these
three days that the contract is considered to
be annulled, and he is allowed to demand the
wages which are due to him up to the time
when work ceased. Any sloppage ocourring
through his fault or neglect is punished by
the infliction of & fine. ;

The Inspector agrees that wages are extre-
mely low, too low to allow of any savings
being made. The wage statistics given relate
to the cotton trade only. “The Inspector finds
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gets 70 roubles a month, and the Russian 193
or £7 a8 compared with £1 10s. 6¢. This cal-
culation is based upon the caloulation of the
rouble as worth 2s. 1f, however, the par
value of the rouble be taken. as 38d., the
English spinner still has & decided advantage,
as he earns 43r. 75c¢. to the Russians 19%.
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Steam as an Agent In Causing the
Spread of piphtheria.

In a discussion on diphtheria published
in the British Medical J' ournal for Septem-
ber 19, 1891, Dr. Russell cited several in-
atances in which steam had seemed to be an
active factor in the propagation of the dis~
ease. Hot water and steam from & brewery
were introduced irto some old cesspools
and evidently wakened into activity germs
which, if undisturbed, would have remained
dormant. An epiden%ic of diphtheria soon
developed in the vidinity, and was not
checked until the stefm Wagé turned into
other channels, when it quickly ceased. If,
as we now ‘believe, the bagillus of diphtbe-
ria develops with special rapidity in the
presence of warmth and moisture and ab-
gence of light, it isnot unreasonable to sup-
pose that the introduction of hot water or
steam .into cesspools or sewers may Be a
most dangerous procedure, The maintain-
g of & considerable degree of heat in sew-
ors can certainly not be wise from a hygi-

enic point of view. Yet this condition pre-
vails largely in New York, where sewers
and water pipes are in places kept at a con-
tinnous high temperature by the close prox-
imity of the pipes of the steem heating com-
panies. No more favorable medinny for the
culture of micro-organisms could be found
{han warm sewage. Given an imperfect
trap and a vulnerable mucous membrane,
and an attack of diphtheria is almost as-
sured.
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Soda Manufacture in Denmark.

Mus sreation of seversl soda manufac-
tories has been decidéd upon in the Danish
provinces, S&ys Iodustries. The contem-

THE OAPITA_LIST SYSTEM.

PRl

Q. What is wealth ?

A. Bverything that supplies the wants of
man, and ministers in any way to his com=
fort and enjoyment.

Q. Whenae is wealth derived ?

A. From labor usefully employed upon
natural objects.

Q. Give instances of labor usefully em-
ployed ?

A. Ploughing, sowing, spinning, weaving,
&eo., &ec.

Q. Give instances of useless employment
of labor ? :

A. Digging & pit for the purpose of filling
it up again; makiog & road that leads no-
where ; supporting people in absolute idle-
ness by presenting them with food and
clothing for doing nothing, &c., &c. .

Q. What do we mean when we say that
an article has value?

A. That it is usefulor agteeable to Luman
beings.

Q. When is an article gaid to have an
¢t exchange value "\in addition to its useful-
ness or * use value ?”

A. When it embodies & certain amount of
generally useful labor.

Q. Are the two sorts of value ever identi-
cal?

A. They cannot be compared at all.

Q. Explain by an instance what you
mean by this ?

A. The hunger of & starving man who en-
ters a baker’s shop does not affect the exx
change-value of & Joaf, which is measured
by the amount of labor which has been ex~
pended in making and baking it.

Q. What isits use~value to him ?

A. Tts use-value is infinitely great, as it
is & question of life and death with him to
obtain it.

Q. What 18 its use-value to another man ?

A. Tts use value is nothing at all to a tur-
tle.fed alderman, sick already with exces
sive-cdting; butits exchange-value remains
the same in all cases. T

plated manufacture is that of crystallized’
&nd American soda. It is not many years
ago that there was only one soda manufac-
tory in Denmark, and at that tine a con-

siderable amount of English crystallized
soda wae imported into Denmark. ‘A change
$hen took place in the soda manufacture ;
two factories were erected in Copenhagen,
one in Elsinore and one jn Odense. The
import of English soda gradually ceased,
and at the same time the home production
has grown 8o as to be undoubtedly sufficient
for the home consumption, the two largest
factories producing 20,000,000 pounds an~
pually. In addition t0 this a Holstein man-
ufsctory keeps down the prices by a threat-
ening competition. Should the three con~
templated new manufactories become &
reality, there will be some difficulty in dis~
posing of the gurplus. In Sweden some
manafactories have of late years been erect-
ed at Malmo and Helsinghorg, and the Ger-
man manufacturers are protected by tariff ;
g0 the two pearest markets sre virtually
closed.
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A Simple Relief For Lung Trouble.

It has long been kown that pine needle
pillows would alleviate persons afflicted with
lung troubles, and & Florida editor relates
an incident in support of the fact, as fol-
lows : During’a visit to the home of & most
estimable lady living on Indian river, this}
editor was told of a discovery that had been
made which may prove & boon to sufferers
from lung or bronchical troubles. This lady
having heard that there was peculiar yirtue
in & pillow madé from pile straw, and hav-
ing none of that material at hand, made one
from soft pine shavings, and had the pleas-
are of noting immediate penefit. Soon all
the members of the household had pine
shaving pillows, and it was noticed that all
coughs, asthmatic or bronchial troubles
abated at once after sleeping & few nights on
these pillows. An invalid suffering from
lung trouble derived much benefit from

sleeping upon & mattress made from pine
shavings. The material is cheap, and the
Christian at Work says it makes & very

pleasant and comfortable matiress, the odor
permeating the entire room and absorbing
or dispelling all unpleasant odors.

———y—
Action of Oils on Metals.

Experiments have recently been made to
determine what fixed oile aré best adapted
for mixing the mineral oils for lubricating
purposes. The results showed that mineral
lubricating oil has® on the whole, the Jeast
action on all the metals, sperm oil the most.
For lubricatjng journals of heavy machins
ery, either rape or sperm oil is said to be the
best to use in mixture with mineral oil, a8
they have the least effect on brass and iren,
which two metals generully constitute the
bearing surfaces of an engine. Tallow oil
shonld be used as little as possible, as it has

a considerable effect on iron.

e el —
Manchester Chamber of Commerce has de-

Q. Is there no exception to this rule ?

A, If she baker has & monopoly of bak-
ing, and no. other loaves are anywhere ob-
tainable, he can charge & much higher price
than the amount of his expended labor en-
titles him to demand.

Q. Is this often done?

A. Every monopolist does it, as & matber
of course.

Q. Who are the chief monopolists ?

A. There are tWwoO great classes. The
landlords monopolize the land, and the cap-~
italiste the machinery.

Q. What is capital ?

A. Capital is the result of past labor de~
voted to present prodnction——mwhinery and
factories, for example.

Q. How does the landlord secure his pro-
fit?

A. By extorting from the laborer & share
of all that he produces, ander threat of ex-
cluding him from the land.

Q. How does the capitalist act ?

A. He extorts from those laborers who
are excluded from the land a share of all
that they produce, ander threat of with-
holding from them the implements of pro-
duction, and thus refusing to let them work
at all.

Q. On what terms does the capitalist 8l-
low laborers to work?

A, The capitalist agrees to return to them
g wages about & quarter of what they have
produced by their work, keeping the re-
maining three-quarters for himself and his
class.

Q. What is this system called 2

A. The capitalist system.

Q. Whatis it that regulates the amount
returned to the laborer ?

A. The amount that is necessary to keep
him and his family alive.

Q. Why does the capitalist care 0 keep
him alive ?

A. Because capital without labor is help-
less.

Q. How is this amount settled ?

A, By competition among the laborers,
and the higgling of the labor market.

Q. Isit invariable ?

A. It varies with all the variations of
trade and locality, and the different degrees
of skill of the different laborers, but it con~
stantly tends to & bare subsistence for the
laborers.

Q. By what name is this law known ?

A. The iron law of wages.

Q. How can it be ptoved? 4

K. By reckoning up the amount of food
and clothing consumed by those who pro~
duce them. :

Q. Is thergqany independent testimony to
its truth ? |

A. The witpess of all doctors who have
studied the subject.

Q. What evidence do they give upon it-?

A. They declare that diseases arising
from insufficient nourishment are constantly
present throughout the Jaboring classes, and
that ‘ the poor are permanently afflicted
with one disease—starvation.”

Q. What remedy for this do Socialists

clared in favor of bi-metallism.

propose?

clothing, shelter and luxuries,

A, Simply that
should become their own employers,
. Q. Whas effect would this have?

A. The clagses who live in idleness onthe
fruite of the labor of other people would be
improved off the face of the earth, every one
being obliged to take his share of honest
work.

Q. On what compulsion ?

A. The alternative of starvation would
stare them in the face, a8 soon as the labor-
ers ceased to supply them gratis with food,

Q. Are nof the ¢ upper classes » ngeful as
organizers of lapor ? 5

A. Those who organize labor are always
worthy of their hire, though the hire may be
fixed too high at present; but it is only the
absolutely idle, and those whose work, how-
ever hard it may be, consists in perfecting
and organizing the arrangements for plun=
dering the laborers of their reward, who are
simply the enemies of the workers.

Q. ' Are shareholders in companies, for in-
gtance, useful in organizing labor ?

A. As a rule they employ others to organ-
ize labor, and the work done by the com-
pany would go on just as well if the share-
holders disappeared.

(To Bs‘communn.)
e —

Robert Ingersoll’ Brown—1I'se gwine to
prove to yo’ de tallacy ob yo’ remarks, Yo’
done say dat de Lawd made every animal
an’ inseck for some use. Now, yo' jess tell
me what use’am de polecat, sah ?  Brother
Briggs—De polecat, sah, has his strong
points, sah.
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DRINK ALWAYS THE BEST I

MILLAR’S

Ginger Beer, Ginger Ale
COream Soda Cider, &c

GLADSTONE !

1 Best of all Temperance Drinks.

To-be hed -at sl Firsh clags Hotels an
Restaurants.

6o ST. ANTOINE ST.

R. NELSON'S

PRESCRIPTION

Is undoubtedly the BEST of

G%lgxlxlledies. \ 250 Bofue.

DR. CHEVALLIER'S
Red Spruce Gum Paste.

The Best of Spruc Gum Preparations.

cEc a BoX.

o

LAVIOLETTE & NELSON, Chemists

1605 NOTRE PAME STREET

A e
jUBlLEE DRUG HALL

1341 8T. OLTHERINE ST.

Branch : Cornexr Fullur. and St.
Catherine streets.

ROD. CARRIERE,

L]
TerepaONES—06041, 6207.

Every Workingman

SHOULD READ

THE ECHO

A4 BRIGHT, NEWSY,
EN.ERTAINING WEEKLY

PUBLISHED EVERY SA TURDAY.

s —

oNLY $1.00 A YEAR.

Job « Rrinting !

= FOR —

SOCIETIES,

LODGES

ASSEMBLIES

e

REASONABLE PRICES.

e e oo Regding Makes @ Fall Man !

Mechanies, Artizans, &o.. who wigh te

excel and rise above the urdinary run,
should keep posted.
has had twenty-five years’ ex|
be glad to advise such of the
help them in acquiring & fuller knowledge
of their profession.

Mr, Drysdale, who
rience, Wil

t bogks %0

Technical Books, of all description
Goods

Latest editions. Call and see us,
shown with pleasure to all.

W.-DRYSDALE & CO.,

Publishers X Booksellers ¥ Importers

232 ST. JAMES STREET,
MONTREAL.

| Laocoon in
the coils of
the fatal ser-
pents was not
more helpless:
than is the
‘man whopines
under the ef-
 focts of dis-]
ease, 6XCEsEes,
o overwork,
worry, efc. Rouse yourself. Take
heart of hope again and BE A MAN
We have <cured thousands, Wwho
allow us to refer to them. WE CAN
CURE YOU by use of our exclusiva
methods and appliances. Simple
unfailing treatment at heme fo
Lost or Failing Manhood, General 0
Nervous Debility, Weaknesses O
Body and Mind, Effects of Errors o
Excesses in 0ld or Young. Robust
Noble Maxmoop fully Restored
Improvement seen the first day
How to enlarge and gtrengthen
WEAK, UNDEVELOPED ORGANS AN
ParTs oF BopY. Men testify fro®
50 States and Foreign Countrie
Write them. Book, explanatio
and proofs mailed (sealed) fre
Address

ERIE MEDICAL CO.
4 BUFFALO, N.

LORGE & CO,,

Hatters and Furriel

91 8t. Lawrence Main Streef,
MONTREAL.

RUCIN

COUGHS &

Sprucine
Gough:M
Colds
Crot

Sprucine

FOR

Whooping Co

Asthmatica

§AND

‘Br“‘onchial#
Affecti

Sprucine
FOR SAL
EVERYWH




