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THE IMPROV[MENI
OF THIS CITY

E. A. JAMES GIVES
VIEWS ON SUBJECT

He Points Out the Great Asset
Which Victoria Possesses
in Climate.

(From Wednesday’s Daily.)
“By judicious boulevarding and Iim-
provement work the city of Victoria

could be made a most beautiful place,”
said E. A. James, formerly general
manager of ihe western line of the
Canadian Northern railway, to a Times
reporter yesterday. “In this city you
have the green grass all the year
round. It differs so much in this re-
spect from Winnipeg and the cities in
almost any other part of Canada. If
in those cities it is worth while boule-
varding for only about half of the year
it certainly ought to be worth it in this
evergreen city.

“I have read the scheme propounded
by Mr. Tasse and the views of the
other prominent men who have ex-
pressed their views on this subject
tbrough your paper. I believe that the
idea is a splendid one. Of course I do
not like to say too much en this mat-
ter as I can hardly claim to be a per-
manent resident here, it not being cer-

“tain that I shall be able to make my

permanent home in this city just yet.
However, any influence I may have will
be used to further the end you are
working for.

“What I am particularly interested
in,” continued Mr. James js the im-
provement of the roads. I like driving
an automobile, and the roads in the
suburbs and in the surrounding coun-
try are better than any others in the
world, but within the city they are
wretched. Take for instance Oak Bay
avenue. It is almost impossible to stay
in the car while going down that road
until one comes to the outside of the
city. Then at once the road is per-
fect.

“If it was a difficult matter to keep
the rpads in shape here one would not
complain so much. All that is needed
in many cases is a few loads of gravel
which has not to be hauled very far. In
many of the prairie cities the roads
were nothing but soft mud and it was
a very difficult task converting, them
into good macadamized thoroughfares.
Here it is quite different.

“It is my opinion that those people
who keep automobiles are good people
to have around. They usually spend a

good ‘deal of money and it is worth;

while ‘catering to them. If the main
thoroughfares were in good condition
this ‘would be an “ideal spot for ths
sport of motoring.

“On this matter of roads. I know
‘what I am ta.lking about. I am an
old railway man and have made roads
for years. I should like to repeat that
it is comparatively easy to make roads
here and also to keep them in shape
after they are made. For this reason
it should be worth whlle keeping them
in good sha.pe.

““This matter of roads and boule¥rads
is a necessity if Victoria is to become
the great tourist resort that it should.
Los Angeles has been. almost wholly
built up by the tourist trade. During
my visit to that city there were 25,000
tourists in -the city and.it was ecalcu-
lated that each of them was worth to
the city no less than ten dollars a day.
There is no reason whatever why Vie-
toria should not be a greater resort

~than Los Angeles. She has two strings |
to her bow, while the California city

has only one, There they have noth-
ing but the winter business. Here it is
unneécessary to say anything about the
summer attractions of this city. They
are now becoming generally recog-
nized. It should be the great summer
resort from the south, Enough is not
however said about the winter attrac-
tions of Viectoria. This should be the
winter resort for people in the east .and
would' be so if it were well enough
known.

“I have beén 16 Mexico, California,
Florida, and Great Britain in the win-
ter time,” continued - the . railway
man,” and Victoria has the best win-
ter climate of them all.

“Yes, T know the prairies pretty
well and T am certain that if there is

a8 good crop this season there will be
a wonderful influx imto this city. The
people there recognize that the prairie
is a good place to make money, but
they will come here just as fast as cirz
cumstances will permit. The charmsg
of Victoria are now recognized where
she is known and thousands will come
here as soon as possible.”

LONGBOAT WOULD RUN

IN THREE EVENTS

But Committee May Reserve
Indian for Marathon at
Olympic .Games.

Toronto, March 18.—Tom Longboat
will start in three races in England
at the Olympic games, if he can secure
permission from the committee, name-

_ly the one mile, five mile, and Mara-

thon events. - It is: not likely that he
will be allowed to-do thls; &g it is felt
that he should be rece’we&mtusxvely
for the big race. >0

Flanagan. proposes te: s&ﬂ from Can-
ada wlth the . Indhn scoqt abon; May
10th. e =

ILLUSTRATED WRITE ‘UP

The P\Lblishhrs of the Whea{ Belt, a
monthly illustrated magazine, designed
to give up to’date_and accuratg ‘infor-
mation regarding the -t6wns and dis-
tricts of the West, are completing a
rumber dealing with Victoria. and Van-
couver Island. ‘This .will bes issued
shortly, .and: will constitute & ‘still fur-
ther medium of publicity for the pe-
c“un' charms of this city and island.

GIVEN SWORD BY LEE.

Dead Artist and Recluse Was Assist-
ant Secretary of . Confederate
Navy.

St.. Louis, © Mo., March 18.—It is
learned that Russell Riley, an artist
and . literateur who died here on Mon-
day after being forty years a recluse,
was assistant secretary of the confed-
erate navy during the civil war. He
was at one time an assistant of Gen-
eral Robert Lee, who is sald to have
given him one eof his swords. at the
end of the war. A search will be made
for his relatives.

STUDENTS MAY GO ON STRIKE,

Stanford Men Want Leaders of Riot-
ous Parade Reinstated.

San Francisco, March 18.—A strike of
students is - threatened in Stanford
University unless. the twelve leaders
of the riotous parade are allowed to re-
turn to their classes. The parade en-
tered the varsity library, . demanding
less restrictive measures on student
conduct. The leaders were expelled.

WARSHIPS MAY
TAKE ACTION

IF HAYTIEN CRISIS
REMAINS UNSETTLED

Powers Will Demand Resigna-
tion of Turbulent
President.

———

Paris, March 18.—A special dispatch
received here from Port Au Prince
states that the representatives of the
foreign powers there have decided that
unless there is a rapid settlement of
the prseent crisis they will formulate
a demand for the resignation of Presi-
dent Nord Alexis and the formation of
a provisional government to be follow-
ed immediately by the elections. In the
meantime, the dispatch states, no-fur-
ther executions will be permitted.

Arrangements have been made, con-
tinues.the dispatch, with the command-
ers of the German cruiser Bremen and
the British cruisér Indefatigible to land
marines-at a signal from the legations.
The minister of war has brought rein-
forcements from Gonaives by ‘order of
the president and is manning the town
defences. The presence of the war-
ships appears to have a salutory effect.

FARM LABORERS WANTED.

One Thousand Applications Received
at Immigration Department in
‘Winnipeg.

Winnipeg, March 18.—At the immi-
gration department cne thousand ap-
plications have beéen received for farm
laborers. Each day from 25 to 50 ap-
plications are being received, and men
in the city and incoming settlers will

find no scarcity of employment.

At the present time 500 men are
needed on the Portal branch, and
eyerywhere farmers throughout the
west are calling for men to assist in
the farm work.

* BIG GUELPH FIRM FAILS.

Dry Goods Manufacturer of 40 Years
Standing in Liquidation,

Toronto, March 18.—E. R. Bollert &
Co., dry goods merchants of Guelph,
have assigned to Henry Barber. The
company has been in business for 40
yvears, and it conducted the largest
store of its kind in Western Ontario.
The stock and assets are valued at
about $500,000, and the liabilities at quer
$600,vvv.

The failure is attributed to the poor
trade of the winter and the spring.

BURNED TO A CRISP.

Two Notorious Women Lose Their
Lives in Fire of Mysterious
Origin.

St. John, March 18.—As a result of a
mysterious fire in a Sheffield street
house, Clara McGuiggan, a well known
character of that section, was burned
to & crisp, and Margaret Harris, also
well known to the police, died at a
hospital two hours later. It is believed
the women were in a state of intoxi-
cation and that the blaze was caused

by cigarette ashes.

MACKENZIE KING IN LONDON.

London, March 18.—Mackenzie King
had a lengthy jinterview with Lord
Strathcona this morning preliminary to
a_conference with Lord Elgin and other
ministers in the course of a few days.

REGINA’S NEW FIRE HALL.

Regina, March 18.—The city is to build
a new $10,000 fire hall, and equip the same,
on the north side of the city, to be erected
this season. It was decided at the same
time that the city insure all members of
the fire department against accident, and
a recommendation will be made that ac-
cident insurance of $1,000 each be placed
by the &ty on all members of the fire de-~
partment.

NEW C. P. R. BRANCH.

Montreal, March 18.—It is definitely
announced that the new Toronto-Sud-
bury line of the Canadian Pacific rail-
way will be opened for traffic on June
15th. The company will’ then have a
direct line of ‘its own from Toronto to
the Pacific coast.

CARDINAL’S DEMISE.

Rome,- March 18.—Cardinal Eldrage
Adied in this city yesterday of inflamma-
tion of the kidneys. He was born in
1838, and was created cardinal in 1899.

WATFORD CONSERVATIVES.

Watford, Ont., March 18.—The East
Lambton Conservatives have nominat-
4 Mr. Montgomery, M. P. P,, for the

legislature at the next elections.
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SAYS. IRISH WILL
PREVENT ALLIANCE

BETWEEN ENGLAND
AND UNITED STATES

Fenian Leader Attacks Britain
and “Loyal Toronto”
Applauds. *

Toronto, March 18.—Orange Toronto
had the rare experience of having a
Fenian leader attack England last
night, and strange to say the citizens
of “Loyal Toronto” applauded his sen-

} timents.

“Since the Spanish war, England and
English influence have been anxiously
trying to bring about an alliance with
the United States,” said Matthew
Cummings, of Boston, national presi-
dent of the Ancient order of Hiber-
nians of America, in Massey hall, “but
the Ancient Order of Hibernians of
Massachusetts has opposed it. To-day
the English have sent Ambassador
Jimmy Bryce, whose particular mis-
sion is to effect an alliance with the
States. The freedom of the union was
bought with the blood of the Irish race,
and as president of the greatest Irish
organization in the world I shall use
all my influence to make it impossible
for this to be doné. We shall use all
our power and influencé to defeat the
alliance.”

SCHOOL EMPTIED IN
NINETY SECONDS

Nine Hundred Boys Escape
From Blazing Montreal
Building.

Montreal, March 18.—Fire broke out
in the St. Bridges school and caused a
panic among the parents Ilving near
the school. When the blaze was discov-
eéred there were 900 boys in the school,
and in a minute and a half the four-
story structure was empty of all but
those engaged in fighting the fire. The
damage was quite small,

LAKE SUPERIOR COMPANY,

Ontario Government May Extend Guar-
} antee to Concern.

Toronto, March 18.—It is understood
that the Ontario government has made
arrangements for the extension of a
guarantee of $1,000,000 of the Canadian
Improvement Compary which expires
on April 1st, and' which was formed to
finance the Lake Superior Company,

SEED GRAIN FOR
ALBERTA FARMERS

Both Homesteaders and New
Settlers Will Be Fully
Supplied.

Edmonton. March 18.—The seed
branch of the department of agricul-
ture organized by the Dominion and
provincial governments are busily at
work on the numerous applications for
seed received.

The distribution of grain has been
planned on such a thorough basis that
no settler in need of grain for seed
this year will be out of it. All home-
steaders, even those who have not lost
their crops, will be given grain on ap-
plication, and farmers who are finan-
cially able to buy grain for seed, but
who can not get a good supply in their
own districts, .can be supplied. Aid
will also be extended to new settlers
coming in.

TWO INJURED IN
MINE EXPLOSION

Exposed Lamps Cause Acci-
dent in Colliery at Ed-"~
monton.

Edmonton, March 18.—An explosion
of gas occurred yesterday in the mine
of the United Collieries Company, re-
sulting in the mine manager, F. As-
pinwall and the mine engineer, Cole,

being badly burned about the face.

The men had only just gone into the
mine when the accident took place,
both having exposed lights which
came in contact with the gas that had
become liberated somewhere in the
mine.

MAPLE RIDGE PIONEER DEAD.
Adam Irving Attained Ripe Old Age

of 81 Years,

New Westminster, March 17.—At the
advanced age of eighty-one years,
Adam Irving, one of the oldest settlers
in the municipality of Maple Ridge,
passed away at his hime this morning.
The late Mr. Irving was ont of the best
known farmers in the district, having
emigrated there in the early seventies
from Ingersoll, Ont. He leaves a large
circle of sorrowing friends and rela-
tives. The members of the family who
survive their father are Mrs. R. Winte-
mute, Mrs. J. Reid, Mrs. J. W. Sinclair
and Mrs. J. Irwin, all of this city; Mrs.
J. D. Fraser, of Vancouver, and an only
son, Jas. Irving, who resides on the
home place. :

EIGHTEEN, AND MUST DIE,

Young Girl Sentenced in Russia For
Revolutionary Practices.

St. Petersburg, March 18.—A court-
martial yesterday passed the death
sentence on three social revolutionists,
among whom was an 18-year-old girl
who was the leader in several daring
robberies,

SIBERIAN FISHERIES.
Japanese Contractors Demand En-
largement of Treaty Rights,

Vladivostock, March 18.—One hun-
dred Japanese fish contractors, led by
the Japanese consul, withdrew from the
annual auctions of rights in the fish-
ing districts on the Russian coast.
They demand an enlargement of the
treaty rights governing the fishing pri-
vileges.

Three Killed in
Collision on C. P. R.

(Special to The Times.)

Tweed, Ont., March 18.—Three
C. P. R. section men named
Anderson, Fleming and Wood-
cock, were instantly killed by a
light engine striking a hand car.
They were coming around a
curve near Kaladar, four miles
from here.

All were married and
farailies.

leave

WANT MISSIONARIES
IN ARCTIC CIRCLE

Bishop Holmes Says Number
of White Settlers Have
Created Demand.

Edmonton, March 18. — Bishop

' Holmes, who for the past 20 years has

been in charge of the Episcopal mis-
slons in the Arctic circle, is in the city.

He states that the work there has
reached a crisis. Hitherto the missions
were confined wholly to the Indians
and Eskimos, but within the past year
or two there has been such an enor-
mets increase -in the number of white
settlers that the church finds it ne-
cessary to expand its operations, but
in this it is seriously handicapped by
the want of missionaries, -

The church now maintains nine sta-
tions between Edmonton and Fort
Chippewyan, but these are inadequate
to cope with the demands for missions.

'MONEY TO BUILD

HUDSON BAY LINE

William Mackenzie Leaves for
England to Float
Bonds.

Regina, Sask., ‘March 18.—The Stan-
dard says in an item from Ottawa yes-
terday: William Mackenzie, of the C.
N. R., leaves for England within the
next ten days to endeavor to float
bonds for the building of the Hudson
Bay railroad. A proposition has been
submitted to the government which has
considered the scheme and has offered
certain guarantees on bonds and sub-
sidies for the steamers.

If Mr. Mackenzie can arrange with
his syndicate in England te purchase
the bonds when issued and make ad-
vances on the subsidies, there is every
prospect of the project being submitted
to parliament this session. There is
already a standing grant of 12,800 acres
of land per mile for this road.

HINDUS DEPORTED
ON C. P. R. STEAMER

Thirty-five Leave for Hong-
kong, Being Physically Unfit
for Canada.

Vancouver, March 18.—Thirty-five
Hindus, deported because of their phy-
sical or finaneial disability, left to-day
by the C. P. R. steamer Empress of
Japan for Hongkong.

Representatives of the remaining one
hundred and eighty-three are in court
this morning on habeas corpus pro-
ceedings i an attempt to set aside the
derortation order made yesterday by
Dr. Monro because Hindus did not
come directly from their native land.

\ ORE SHIPMENTS.

Nelson, March 17.—Minés of south-
eastern British Columbia shipped last
week in tons as follows:

Boundary, week, 24,440; year, 194,509.

Rossland, week, 4,674; year, 59,709,

East of Columbia river; week, 1,622;
year, 26,577.

Total for week, 30,736; year, 280,165,

Smelter receipts: Granby; 24,440 and
194,509; Trail, 4,765 and 55,483; Le Roli
(Northport) 1,444 and 17,940; others, nil
and 5,730; total, 30,649 and 273,662,

REV. J. M'KAY IN VANCOUVER.

Vancouver, March 17.—Rev. John
McKay, principal of the new Presby-
terian college, who arrived to-day, an-
nounced that Frederick Vipond of
Montreal had given a splendid library
to the universi

Other membe of the staff will be
Rev. McGill, of Halifax, Prof. D. G.
Fraser, Montreal, and Prof. R. David-
gon.

INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS.

Ottawa, March 18.—The private bills
committee of the Commcns yesterday
favorably reported the bill for the incor-
poration of the Institute of Architects of
Canada, with several amendments, one of
which prevents the institute from becom-
ing a close corporation.

BRITAINS PREMIER
1S SINKING

DISQUIETING SYMPTOMS
HAVE DEVELOPED

Sir Henry’s State Will Cause
Reconstruction of Imperial
Cabinet.

London, March 18.—Late last night
the condition of the premier, Sir Henry
Campbell-Bannerman, was unchanged,
but on account of disquieting symptoms
the physicians decided to remain in at-
tendance through the night.

There was much speculation in the
lobbies of the parliament last evening
with regard to the coming cabinet
changes. It is understood that with
the accession of Herbert H. Asquith to
the premiership there will be a recon-
struction; the Marquis of Ripon and
Sir Henry Fowler both retiring on ac-
count of advanced age, and Winston
Spencer Churchill, under secretary for
the colonies, and Sir Walter Runciman,
financial secretary to the treasury be-
ing promoted to cabinet rank.

It is still undecided how the portfolios
will be redistributed, much depending
upon whether Mr. Asquith elects to re-
tain the chancellorship of the exche-
quer until he has piloted his old age
pension scheme through parliament.

NOVA SCOTIA HAS
CELEBRATION SCHEME

Would Commemorate Granting
of First Constitution to
British Colonies.

Halifax, March 18.—Halifax may be
the scene of a celebration this sum-
mer which in historical interest will
rival ‘even the tercentenary of Quebec,
if the movement for a fitting commem-
cration of the one hundred and fiftieth
anniversary of Nova Secotia securing
representative government which was
launched in the legislative council by
Hon. J. N. Armstrong _j carried out.
Many of those whose D, will add
bration will be in
here, for the event
granting of the fir
British colonies is of scarcely Yess im-
portance that the voyage of Champlain.

The attendance of the Prince of
Wales, with the British and French
fleets, and Nova Scotians who have
made a name for themselves in public
life, and particularly in the up-build-
ing of the province and of the Do-
minion and of the representatives of
the federal and provincial parliaments
is all part of the plan.

WOULD PUT EUROPEAN
CONCERT OUT OF TUNE

Russia Issues Counter Propo-
sal to British Note on
Macedonia.

St. Petersburg, March 18.—The Novoe
Vremya publishes an interview with
a high official of the foreign office
who criticizes the British proposal with
regard to Macedonia, as bound to pro-
duce discord among the powers. In
Russia’s view, . says the official, the
approintment of a Christian governor-
general for Macedonia would be abso-
lutely impossible as it would destroy
Turkish sovereignity.

Russia has communicated to the
powers a counter proposal looking to
judicial and other reforms adapted to
local conditions and avoiding a radi-
cal solution of thq question.

ENTHUSIASTIC OVER
FINLAY RIVER STRIKE

Trader Returning From North
Says Indians Are in Hard
Circumstances.

Edmonton, March 18.—Frank V. An-
derson, an old Hudson's Bay company
trader, who has recently been trad-
ing in horses in the Peace River dis-
trict, has arrived in the city.

Mr. Anderson declares the Indians in
the north country are in sore straits
as a result of the scarcity of fur and
the ravages of wolves.

He tells an interesting story con-
firming the reported gold strike on
Finlay river. He says: “The Indians
are in very hard circumstances this
year, and will be for two years more
at least. There are so many wolves in
the country that they are killing off
the fur-bearing animals, and at the
same time they are killing the Indians’
horses. The most of the Indians are
on foot now.

There is no doubt that the gold
strike in the Finlay river district is
real, and there will probably be a tre-
mendous rush there. Mr. Fox told of
grubstaking a man last fall who took
out $40,000 before the season closed.”

$5,000 BAIL.

New York, March 17.—Flora Whitton,
the young woman who was arrested on
a charge of perjury yesterday, after she
had testified in the trial of Raymond
Hitchcock, was released on $5,000 bail
to-day.

Hemp is a Philippine natural monopoly.
It cannot be grown profitably i. any
other part of the world. The United
States is the largest consumer.

«

DOUCHED SHERIFF,
Hamilton Woman Fined $20 For Pour-
ing Hot Water on Law Officer.
Hamilton, Ont., March 18.—At the
police court yesterday Mrs. Gertrudz
Bastedo, 152 Picton street east, was
fined twenty dollars or a month in jail
on the charge of assaulting John Lit-

tlehales, a sheriff’s officer.

The offiter went to the house with a
distress warrant to make a seizure for
rent due, when Mrs. Mastedo poured
hot water over him. Because W. J.
Clark threatened J. J. Hobson, the
agent who issued the distress warrant,
the court fined him fifty dollars, or
two months.

CANADIAN NOXTHERN.

in Line Between Winnipeg
and Regina.

Progress

Winnipeg, March 18.—The new Can-
adian Northern line, from Winnipeg to
Regina, is being pushed along rapidly.
When the work is finished passenger
trains will run from Winnipeg to Ed-
monton via Regina.

A WARNING T0
GOLD SEEKERS

ADVICE GIVEN TO
POSTPONE GOING IN

Those Proceeding to Findley
River Fields Should Wait
for Spring.

The excitemient which has prevailed
over the recent finds on the Findlay
River goldfields is reported as having
acted as an incentive for many seek-
ers after the golden treasure to set
out in haste across the perilous trails
which lead to the alluring  land.

The immediate hurry to reach the
land where the golden treasure lies
buried is not being experienced by
those who know the conditions under
which running operations are conduct-
ed at the present time of year and
under the conditions at present exist=
ing in the Findlay River district.

To the uninitiated, from whose ranks
it is reported the desire {
1o face the perilg of
emanates, it is apparently & tion
that “far flelds seem greenest) Be,
however, ‘will do well to make {hem=
selves ~ fully acquainted
awaits them before théy reach thelr
proposed  destination without consider=
ing the arduous -work upoen arrival.

Miners and others at present in Viec-
toria who possess a thorough know-
ledge of the conditions, and some of
whom have recently returned from the
Skeena River district and Port Essing-
ton, which is the nearest route to the
new flelds, reported this morning that
any attempt to get through before
navigation opens would be but a fool-
hardy and dangerous undertaking. At
Fort Graham from where the provis-
ioning of the new fleld is operated
there is reported to be just sufficient
provisions to last over the cold weather
so that ingoers depending on obtain-
ing supplies at first hand on_arrival
at the fields would in all probability
face a very serious calamity.

The Skeena River is at the present
time unnavigable. Last season the
supplies taken in by water met with
several imterruptions as will be remem-
bered, owing to the steamer’s meeting
with accidents. There was therefore
not an over supply of food taken into
the interior.

Supplies taken in via the Frazer river
over what is known as the Cariboo
road by pack train during last season
have consequently been put to sup-
ply heavy demands through the fail-
ure of all the Skeena river supplies to
reach their destination.

I'ort Graham which gets its sup-
plies over the trails via Hazelton and
Ashcroft has had to meet the-situation
single-handed and cannot more than
meet the demands of those already in
the distriet. The same conditions are
said to exist on both trails through
there being barely sufficient provisions
for the needs of those who are already
wintering there.

The only other means of accomplish-
ing the journey prior to the opening
of navigation is by packing provi-
sions along for the journey which is
said to amount to a physical impos-
sibility added to which is the neces-
sity to take in a sufficient supply for
maintainence until after the first in-
ward trips have been made by the reg-
ular supply trains at the latter end of
June. “Therefore” say those who
know and have returned from Pt. Es-
sington rather than continue beyond
that point, “any persons who attempt
reaching the Findlay River gold fields
prior to the opening of navigation will
be .facing a very serious undertaking
which may end in failure and ecarry
with it the chances of starvation.”

BEGGING IN VANCOUVER,

Vancouver, March 17.—Thomas Bar-
low and J. W. Keohn were arrested
for begging on the street. They were
brought before Magistrate Williams’
court yesterday and fined. The court
delivered a strong lecture on begging,
and declared that it would have to be
stopped. {

Della Barber, a woman of an under-
world, who was sent out of town under
the clearing order of Acting Magis-
trate Alexander, was arrested by De-
tective Jackson and McLeod last night,
A sentence of six months is registered
agzinst her, She pleaded not guilty to
the charge this morning and was re-
manded to Monday in order to get
counsel. Gladys Vale was fined $50
and costs for being an inmate at a
Harris street house.

SIMILKAMEEN STAR.

Princeton, B. C., March 17. — The
Similkameen Star has been sold by B.
Stone Kennedy to its former oroprietor,
A. E. Howse,

hurry awsy |
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{
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HORTICULTURAL
ENTERPRISS

LOCAL COMPANY HAS
IMPORTANT SCHEME

Nursery Stock and Vegetables
Will Be Raised in Vicinity
of City.

(From “Wednesday's Daily.) \

One of the first duties which a citi-
zen should fulfil is the duty which is
incumbent upon him of doing evary-
thing which he can for the advance-
ment of the city in which he lives and
moves and has his being and—incident-
ally—makes his money. One of the best
moves which a citizen can make in this
connection is to support home indus-
trits to the best of his ability and to see
that all monies which can be spent in
the city are not allowed to be spent
elsewhere. Ever since the day when
Victoria became a city up to the pres-
ent she has been purchasing over 80 per
cent. of her vegetables and her flowers
from different parts of the United
States, and by that means thousands of
dollars have gone out of the city which
should have gone to assist the develop-
ment of the town.

But in future this lamentable state of
things will be remedied to some extent.

A company has been formed which
will devote its energies and its capital
o the cultivation of all kinds of vege-
tables and flowers. The genera] man-
ager of the company which has been
incorporated very recently, is Mr, Jas.
Simpson, a nurseryman of world-wide
reputation, whoshalls from Forfarshire,
Scotland. During thé last few years
Mr. Simpson has practically taken all
the prizes which have been awarded at
the best English shows for flowers,
more especially for roses. and carna-
tions. In 1907, in competition with the
rose growers of Great Britain, he car-
ried off the majority of the prizes
throughout the United Kingdom,

The provisional directors of the com-
pany are the mayor, Dr. Lewis Hall,
George W, D. Dean, the well-known
rea] estate agent and Wm. B. Laird,

the manager of the B. C. Fertilizer Co.,

Mr. Dean {s also secretary of the com-
pany. The company has purchased 10

{&cres in sections 77, 102 and 103, in- the!
walke disirict Bbout! sever miles forth!

of the city, and this land does not con-
tain more than five acres of rock. The
majority of this land is beaver meadow
which has’ been in cultivation and
which is at tHe present moment in hay.
The company has been fortunate

‘enough to secure the land at the very

moderate price of $120 per acre, which
is by man¥ dollars per acre less than
the price which has been paild for the
land adjeoining the company’s property.
The registered capital of the company
is $100,000, which sum is divided into
10,000 shares of $10 each, Ten acres of
the land which the company has bought
will be put under glass and will be re-
served for the production of roses and
carnations. By the autumn of this year
the greater part of the farm will have
been cultivated and all kinds of vege-
tables will be included among the items
which will be sown. - Outside the
business aspect of the matter, which is
naturally the first object which the
members of the company has in view
and in which the general public cannot
be expected justly to take an absorbing
interest is the fact that an enterprise
has been started which will divert al-
most $80,000 a year from the forelgn
markets and allow that not insignifi-
cant sum to remain in circulation with-
in the island is’ a circumstance upon
which all the inhabitants of the Island
should congratulate themselves.

The object of the company is to con-
duct a general nursery business, grow-
ing flowers and vegetables for the
wholesale market; the growing of all
kinds of fruit and ornamental trees
and shrubs; to erect suitable green-
houses on their property, for the pur-
pose of growing high-grade cut flowers,
such as roses, carnations, eté., as well
ag all varieties of palms, ferns and
flowering house plants, and also bed-
ding plants to supply thé British Col-
umbian and Northwestern markets.

Tn 1907 the province imported one and
a half million fruit and ornamental
irees and shrubs. For these an aver-
age price of not less than 25c. each was
paid, making at least $377 000 sent out
of British Cglumbia for young trees.

EXCISE REDUCTION
ON TOBACCOS

Finance Minister Proposes Ex-
tensive Changes in Duties
Now in Force.

Ottawa, March 17.—The Finance
Ministeér’s proposed changes in the ex-
cise duties on tobacco are on chewing
and smoking tobacco, b5.cents per
pound. insteod of 25 cents. Cigars from
the imported leaf, $2 on the thousand
instead of $6; cigars from the native
tobacco, $2 per thousand instead of
$3; cigars in packages less than ten,
$3 instead of $7; cigarettes from the
domestic leaf, $2.40 per thousand in-
stead of $1.50; cigarettes from the for-
eign leaf, $2.40 instead of $3. On
cigarettes from either foreign or na-
tive leaf weighing over 3 pounds, $7
per thousand instead of $8; on foreign
leaf tobacco unstemmed, 25 cents per
pound instead of 10 cents; on foreign
leaf tobacco, stemmed, 42 cents per
pound instead of 14 cents.

PRIEST VICTIM OF TYPHOID.

Edmonton, March 18.—The death of
Rev. Ernest Dorie, parish priest of
Fort Saskatchewan, occurred at the

general hospital yesterday from typhold
fever.
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