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MARXISM and the LABOR PARTYs
n

a
(By J. Fineberg) smaller issues, knowing that these 

are the day-to-day evidences of the 
class struggle. They are injured by 
the mistakes of the unthinking mass. 
Our principles are outraged by the 
workers exasperating preversity. Yet

That belief is without justification. 
If the political movement is the pole, 
opposite to the industrial movement 
the standard of political activity is 
governed by the level of industrial. 
The ideas prevalent in the Labour

in part responsible for the mistakes 
or treachery of leaders. We battle 
against the tide, now making head­
way, now pressed back, confident 
that when it rises to ..the flood it 
will cafry us to fortune.

y > vie There are Socialists who assume 
the air of a child who, finding it can 
walk and talk, poses as superior to 
other babies, unaware that in. time 
they, too, will acquire these accomp­
lishments These Socialists assert 
that by affiliation with the general 
working-class movement our pro­
gress is retarded by the slowly mov­
ing mass. But in any case, the pro­
gress of Socialism is governed by 
the advance of Socialist thought 
among the workers. T*le Socialist 
movement of to-day cannot bring 

ft X Socialism. The Co-operative Corn­
's. 0' monwealth will be inaugrated by the 

1Y mass action of the workers. To 
\ ç assert the contrary is a denial of the 
/ g very principles the ultra-scientific 

so clamantly support. Steadily the 
workers move along the road to So­
cialism. Circumstances compel them 
to take that road, and the last decade 
has seen a tremendous change in 
outlook and organisation. Economic
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Laws operate whether they are all 
known or not, but if we understand 
their operation we can bend them to 
our purpose and assist socigty along 
the course it tends to travel. As a 
Socialist Party we must bring this 
knowledge to the workers. What 
tactics must we pursue to that end ?

The necessity for political action 
’is taken for granted. Whenever the 
power of the governing class asserts 
itself, then the workers must fight. 
The State is the, political expression 
of the dominant class, and since that
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>
dominant class uses the machinery 
of the State-law, justice, force—to 

. maintain its own privileges and to 
impose its will upon the labouring 
mass, the workers contest their 
claims by political action. The dist­
inction between political and indust­
rial action is false ; they are the two 
poles of the same movement. If thi$ 
be agreed, those who oppose affi­
liation to the Labour Party are 
illogical.

The Trade Union membership' as 
a whole, does ntÿ yet appreciate the 
significattce/df its own movement.
Altougb- engaged in the class 
struggle, often in conflicts on a gi­
gantic scale, it acts without cohe­
rence, arid with a dim perception 
only of its reason and purpose in 
the struggle. It concerns itself with 
issues that seem trifling to those 
who long to move forward rapidly 

"—a reduction of an hour in the wor­
king week, or a penny increase in the. 
hourly rate of wages. Yet, what do 
Social-Democrats in Trade Unions 
do ? They do not leave tfte Union 
as. reactionery and hopeless. If the 
Trade Union is hopeless there is no 
hope. They do not start a nêw wor­
king-class movement in opposition 
to the old. Not being Utopians, they 
do ry>t court failure. They remain in the members to the acceptance 
thé Unions where the working class Socialist principles. By r«plaining in
are. They take a leading part in the Uniop we do not feet that they

are compromised, or that they are
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"Genius of Economic Equity 
Seer and Scientist of the Class- 
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Protagonist of Die International
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.MThe reason why some Socialists 
participate in the every-day struggle 
on the Industrial field, and yet decline 
to take part in political action, is 
that they regard industrial action 
as more important than political.

they stay in the Unions, certain that 
facts and argument will finally bring

Party reflect the ideas prevailing in 
the Trade Unions, That is inevitable 
since both bodies are composed of 
the same workers. We have already » 
noted ' tHat Trade Unionism was 
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