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POETRY.
THE NEGRO'S PRAYER.

Twas night, and o'er the rippled sea
A gentle breeze arnse, s
Mare welcome than the scorching sun,

That bers 10 vo mday glows.

tached to tl.em in death, and therefore
was puzzled to find out some mode by
which he might get rid of the companion
intended for him. He however hit upon
this expedient. The road between Glo-
cester and Chehenham was at thar pe-
riod very bad, and he therefore said to
the devoted son, **1 shall have no ob-
jection at all, Mr Wood; but as the
road is very rough, the probability is, if
we put the body 12 an upright position,
that your father, by the ehaking of the
carriage, will come to life again, * Oh,”
said Jemmy, ‘““let’en stay doctor, {let'en
stav; 1'll send a hearse for 'en.”

Ou another occasion, as he was re-
Imrning from Cheltenham, waither he

!llﬁd been .]'U()tl'llé/ it, a violeat storm

jcame on, Jemmy was fearful that his
heivenerable coat which was so old that ac-

tcording to the Gloucestershire song * it
iwould keep out no rain,” would be in-
jured, looked about for some house to

{shelter himself., No friendly cottage was

Ivisible, but in a short time he espied a

thearse coming. Jemmy rubbed his

lhands with almost as much glee as if he

‘had earned a peony, and hailed the dri-

lver with whom he struck a bargain, and

iwho allowed him to ride inside his vehi-
icle, Jemmy giving him especial direc
itions to put him down before they en-

%teret'} loveester. The driver of course

lacceded to tius request, but he knew

iwell who his passenger was, and as no

{chaise or hearse driver in the city ever

{had occasiou {o be thankful to the ri:h

{hanker for .any favours conferred on

3them, he thought, at all events, he wounld

{have a joke, so driving quietly into the

{city, he gave all the persons he saw in
the street to understand that he had
something rich within, and induced them
to follow in his train. On arriving op-
posite the shop of Mr Wood he drew up
in due form, and a crowd having assem-
bled he requested some one to open the
door of the hearse, when to the aston-
ishment and merriment of ail present,
who should get out but Mr Wooa him-
self. The banker was a little annoyed
at first to fisd himself opposite his own
door, vet recollecting that the ride had
cost him a mere notking his countenance
soon recovered its wonted complacency
at having had a QUID SINE QUO:

There were tiree banking establish.
ments at Gloucester, and many years
since there chanced to be a run upon
one of them. Mr Wood in high glee at
the idea of his meighbour being likely
to be ruined, observed that there would
be but two banks in Gloucester. This
came to the ears of one of the partners
of the other bank, who after having wea-
thered the storm, went to Mr Wood to
ihreaten with legal proceedings against
him. With that degree of low cunning,
however, which avariciona persons pos-
sess, Mr Wood at once adwitted having
mace the observation, but added that he
was at the time fully justified in
in so doing, as he himself had some
thoughts of retiring trom. business, and
then there would be only two banks in
Gloucester. Of course Mr coula
not contradict this, though at the same
! time he was well aware of the mean sib-
terfuge resorted to,

It has been for a long time said, that
whenever Mr Wood was coming to Lon.
d m, he invariably took an ourside place;
nd at all times when an Nside was va-

The balmy dew-drops heavy fell,
And dimly shone the moon ;
No sound disturbed, save win] and wave
The suul inspiring gloom.
Not long the awful silence reign'd ;
For straight from Neero shed,
Along the beach with hasty step,
The captive Gambua fled.

Thro' well kncwn paths from thence
v
And ‘neath a lime's dark shade,
The hariass'd slave, o'er Leai's tomb
tribute paid.

¢
t

The arden
Then turning frowe the hallow’d spot,
Weak, pensive, and cpprest,
i B & .
Tu heaven he pais & e?!x wne-.e:-pzx.l-:: eyes,
Anad thus relieved his breast:

+ O Alla! sav, must Afric’s tribe
Sink fetter'a to ?
And when the spint iakes ita flight,

Will shackies toad the siave ?

1
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‘[ f not, this ever readyv dirk,
Shall gore my injured breast,
And tho to heil my soul repairs,

My achiog lunbs will,

| rave, for sure it caunot be,
That one like thee so good,
Would banish me and cherish those

Who traffic in my blood.

¢ Resigned, in thee my hopes T'll fix,
Nor fear the baflling wave,

¥ hich foams in every frighttul form,
With torment to the slave.

 I'll bear the worst, with patience bear,
N::r once shall sorrow’s sigh

E.cape my breast; and silenc'd thus
Will Gambaa live and die,

WINTER IN THE LAP OF MAY.
Still art thou chilling Winter, here,
Thou wiit not from us pass away,

Thy blasts are sounding in my ear
Amid the naked groves of May.

1n vain my favourite bower I seek,

The tresh blown flowers no fragrance
shed.

The }young rose feels the north wind
bleak,

And closes still her beauteous head.

1 watch the clouds sail o'er the tky,
And veil the pure etherial blue,

I watch the dark storm spread, and sigh,
1 sigh the cheerful sun to view.

%nme May with thy bright skies again,
Jome as of old, illume the streams,
Light up the groves, the syivan glen,
Couie to my view like fairy dreams.

Come in thy pride, in blossoms drest,
Tay balmy airs Lreathe and 1nspire,

O ! bid me rove with gluwing breast,
And with thy flowers enwreath my lyre.

ANECDOTES OF THE LATE MR .
: WOOD.
His father was lying dangerously ill

the road, he made friends with the guard
who on receipt of one shilling or so, al-
lowed the banker to supply such vacan-
at Cheltehham, and at length ¢ Jemmy,”|cy. The regularity of the old gentle-
f.r that was the name by which he was|mau’s at length became an object of re-
generally known, mustered up courage mark at the coach office, and the next
and went to Dr Cheston, who resided atjtime he went to book as usual, the clgrk
Gloncester, and asked him to come tosaid, * No Sir, we must have the inside
Cheltenham, to see his dying ‘parent.— fare if you please.” Mr Wood finding
Dr Cheston having fixed a period, and a that he had been found out, after a few
post chaise haiing been procured, thev ineffectual attempts to demand an expla-
went together to Cheltenbam. Qu their naiton, handed over the larger sum and
arrival, however, they found the old gen- walked off.

cant, after they had got some miles onj
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was discovered that Mr Wood the rich
banker, and-by general repute one of the
wealthiest commoners withiu the British
dominions, was {in the habit of putiing
some coid meat into his pocket on the
Sunday morning, and walking off some!
distance into the country, where he weut
into some roadside public house and had
half a pint of beer, to moisten the throat
oecome parched with the walk and the
dryness of the victuals he had eaten du-
riug the day.

MILITARY PUNISHMENTS.
|
The Commissioners for enquiring in-
to the system of military punishment in
the army have made their report.—The
document however is of such great iength
that we are compelled to coufine our-
selves to the following brief summary
which the Commissioners supply of the
results of the evidence before them.

1. Taat the opinion of almost every
witness whom we have examined is, that
the substitution of other punishments for
corporal punishments in the British ar

i
|
{

proper disciplive in vour Majesiy's ar-
my.

my, upon actual service in the fieid, 1s
impracticable, and if practicable, would|
be i1asufficient for the maintenance of

not ouly the sug\erior officers but of of
ficers of all ranks so to conduct the dis-
cipliné of the army as to render corpo-
ral punishment as rare as possible; and -
more especially we observe that the com-
manding officers are fully aware of vour
Majesty’s gracious wishes in that respect
and we are satisfied that they will perse-

vere in giving the fullest effect, by the

strictest aitention to the moral discipline
of their regiments, to those wishes.

How far the result of the inquiry in
which we have, by your Majesty’s com-
mand been so long engaged, will tend to
remove or mitigate the feeling which
now prevails against the use of corporal
punishment in the army, we know not,
vut we can assure your Majesty, that we
have endeavoured 1o sift the questions
submitte¢ to our inquiry fully and fairlv
and without prejudice, and that we have
formed our opinzions upon the result of
the very best evidence that could have
been obtained upon the question.

Finally, we feel it to be cur dutv‘m
your Majesty to state. our conviction,
that if' 1t were possible to introduce such
a system of discipiine as that of France
into vour Majesty’s army (a system
which 1n its effects we believe to be far
frown being as successful as that of Great

the

o

2 That the abolition of the power of

tence uf court martial in the Briuish [s.!

and the retention of the power of in-
flicting that punishment when the army
18 on service and in the field, appears to
us, for the reasons we have stated inani-
festly unjust.

awarding corperal punishment, by sen-|

s v i : . ks, o .
lands and the 3{)‘,“"195’ and during p‘_,a(,“uune of tihis countrv, as to the

bt s i
Britain, it could oniv be b« estah.
l|§i‘.z}:e(1t of such a rigorouns Couseription
of all rauks as we behove wonid not te
endured, and by a change in the whele
_ . itary
service, snch as we have no e .« cration
of secing effecied. ’

We bumbly submiit this. our unani-

mous report to your MBJ‘BSts"'s_i'uval con-
sideration, ' .

3 That it does not appear to us, that

pear to promise a more favourable re-
sult.

4. That it appears to us, that even|
supposing that some effectual substitute
might be devised, or that those now in
use migiit oe made moce effectual, so as
to render corporal punishment nltimate-!
ly unnecessary it would be unsafe to pro-i
ceed at once to abolish it entirely, and|
that even in that case, tts abolition should
be gradual.

9. That in order to give full effect to
the punishments now in use as substi-
tutes for corporal punishment, consider-
able alterations must be made in the
means of rendering solitary confinement
in the several barracks more effective,
ana that a certain number of prisons ex-
clusively for military offenders should be
provided: as soon as possible.

6 That although wg have been unwil-
lingly convinced of the necessity of stll
retaining che power of corporal punish-
ment and in proportion to our convietis
on of that necessity, we earnestly re-
commend that no pains may be spared
0 endeavour to make its infliction less
jrequent.

the frequency of this punishment, the
offences to which it is limited and the
occasions upon which it should be re-
sorted fo, should be more clearly defin-
ad. '

8 That with the same view, more
discretion should be vested in command-
ing officers as to the power of making
use of minor punishments, and in deter-
mining on the offences which shall un-
der their orders be tried by a regimental
conrt-martial.

the purishments which have been resort-!
ed to as substitutes have hitherto had|
such an effect as to render it safe to abol-|
1sh altogether that powsr in Great Britain|
or the Colonies, nor have any other pu-?
nishments been suggested to us that ap-|

7 That with jthe view of dimirishing

Wharneliffe,
James Kempt
Sandon
E Hyde East
R. C. Fergusson
E. Barnes, Lt.-General
T. Reynell
India Board, 7
March 15th 1839. ¢
Them\gre thvee curions marriages
announced in the last Leicester paper.—
The first is that of a master Elijah
Brown, to a Miss Eliza Stevenson, whose

lages together make onity thirty one

years.

The second is that of Samuel Bateman
Esq., 2 man of considerable property,
of Dudley, survevor and land agent to
the Earl of Dudley to a young woman
of humble tirth, named Matchett, ot
Leicester ; the bride and bridesmaid
were profusely laden with satins, veils
and plumes ;. two carriages and four
were put in requisition, and every atten-
dant,—whether post-boy, ostler, or what
not—haa his palm crossed with goid
after the matrimonial knot had been
tied. V

The third 1s a young fellow aged se-
venteen, to a buxom widow of thirty-
three with a family of seven ckildien
after a whole months widowhood.,

The Prussians appear even to excel the
Irish in their fondness for potatoes, as
well as in the various modes of preparing
tnem for use, A recent traveller states
that he has frequently on one occasion -
seen them served iu six different forms—
the bread made from them—the soup
thickened with them- fried potatoes—
potatoe salad, aud potatoe dumplings ;
and lastly potatoe cheese, which besides
Leing extremely palatable will keep some
years.

9 That it appears to us that the ex-|
teat of the sentences is the power of the
several descriptions of courts-martial to!
award may, without danger, be a.ore li-
mitec than at present.

10 That encouragement should be
given in the way of honorary reward and
distinction, both to the gallant and to the
well conducted soldier.

tleman had breathed his last. Jemmy It was hikewise a ‘matter of frequent
after having shed a tear, sard to thephy-
sician, ** Well, doctor, we must take him
home with us.” * Take him home with

rarely Cined at home on a Sunday. He
was often told by persons that tney would

remark some years since, that Jemmy)

11 That no consideration of expense
within reasonable bounds should be al-
lowed to stand in the way of atiending

us,” replied the doctor; in what way?
how can we take him home with us ?'—
# Oh!” said the rich banker,” ‘¢ we can
put ‘en between us in the chaise, and no
one will know but what he’s alive.”—
The Doctor, although having a great
and proper regard for his patients dur-
ug their lifetime was not so mnch at-

dine with him on ihat dﬂy' it being ato the comforts of the soldier while in
leisure day ; but he generally made an the service, and of a sufficient pension
excuse on the grouad that he himself for the good and deserving man after
was engaged out. The continnance of lhat'service has been performed.

these prior engagements, all the residents; We cannot close our report without
in the city being well acquainted with assuning sonr Majesty that we find- am-
the fact that he visited no one; led to his'ple evidence of the sarnest desire and the’
being watched and *o inquiries, when it Wost strenuous efforts upon the part of.

A dissertation on the age of the world
having been read before the Queen of
Sweden, she said,—* I believe it is with
the world as with women, it hides its }
age.” -

It is computed that the proceedings
before the committee appointed to try
the merits of the Dublia election will be
attende! with an expense of not less
than £100,000 ; but the expense incurred
before the commissivners appointed to
hear evidence in Dublin will be psid by
the publie. :

The Cheltenham Journal says that 90
coaches pass through that town daily.

A shipmaster in the north ot Scotland
having recently been asked his pinion
of a * fulure state,” sagely auswered,
that he *“didna fash himsel’ wi ouy stale
affairs. : : 3




