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Toronto, Ont., March 17 — The 
Toronto World, of which W. F. 
Maclean, M.P., is proprietor, this 
morning contains the following from 
its “staff reporter” at Ottawa:

“There will be a federal election 
before the hay is cut in Ontario. 
Parliament today was full of the 
electricity of the coming conflict.”

■

J. Veniot in Fredericton Ready To 
Lay Matters Before Royal Com

missioner Chandler 
Tomorrow

iP. Ti f.

j

Liberals Ready to Withdraw Laurier 
Amendment if British 

Preference Saved

Reckless Bravery Leads Them To Expose 
Themselves Needlessly .Fredericton, N. B„ March 17—Pete* J- Vemot, liberal organiser for North

ern New Brunswick, arrived here last evening prepared to go before Boyal 
Commissioner Chandler and ask for investigation into expenditure upon public 
works and other matters. Mr. Chandler wHl reopen his court tomorrow morn
ing, and both B. S. "Carter and Mr. Veniot will make their request for investi- 
gation into many matters. ,

5“h=5: Straight Offer by Hon. Mr. Graham Declined
by Government Silence and Conservatives 

™ Sa ZSHave Their Way by 45 Majority—Planning
men recom- tO ShOlteH the ScSSiOTl

\

!
Britain Now Has Million Men in France— 

Germans Lose Ground in Two Places— 
Shelling Nieuport, While Allies’ Warships 
Are Bombarding Westende

Shamrock More in Evidence In 
City Than Ever more

is another matter. . ... .
The outside work of the public works department is done by 

mended, and In most cases under the eyes of the members. They swear to the 
account, the public works officials check their figures and rates of pay and 
issue checks, but have no means of knowing whether the pay lists are padded 
or the sworn information false. Mr. Veniot has been most persistent in his 
inquiry into bridge and road accounts, and his evidence, it is said, will be or 
a most startling nature. .. ,

Attention will be drawn by Mr. Dugal today to a most startling charge 
made by the St John Globe in last September. The appointment of Mr. Chan
dler gives the government and the Globe a chance to further the interests of 
the province by sifting this matter to the bottom. Mr. Dugal will ask the 
government if it proposes to take any action toward investigating the very sen- 
ous allegations made by the St JohnGlobe editorially in its issue of Septem 
her 10 1914, when commenting on theinvestigation then in progress under th 
e heading “Other Crown Land Frauds,’’the following statements were made.

“Information given the Globe by men whose sources of information 
are beyond question, forced a conviction that the horrible disclosures 
were but a small part of what could and should have been told.

««In the meantime there are other phases of crown land administra- 
tion that require consideration and Investigation. The public hearing 
of the methods larger operators foUowed in securing their privileges 
has led to whisperings that smaller operators also use methods that 
are inimical to the public interests. As a result of these many acres 
of valuable timber lands are said to have been secured practically with
out cost. Information given the Globe suggests that it is a common 
practice in some sections for lumber operators to acquire lands under 
the labor or homestead act. The connivance of a crown officer is 
necessary but if there is truth in the stories told the Globe and docu
mentary evidence supports it, crown officers have helped in these 
frauds against the people and large lumber operators have in some in
stances been a party of them. There seems no doubt that in certain 
sections timber lands have been secured unlawfully and if the Globe is 
rightly informed the frauds in this way have reached large proper- 
portions.”

4
Paris, March 17—Heavy casualties among British officers was a 

ifittbingniahlng feature of the terrific four-day fight at Neuve Ohap- 
pelle. Where the Germans were defeated and forced to retreat four 
miles, it is estimated that the British lost nearly 10,000 men in killed, 
wounded and missing, and of these about 200 were officers. Father Howland Preacher at High

It has been reported that the German soldiers were under special M • Cathedral—Some En
coders to pick off British and French officers, but a more likely cause 1 ,
for the heavy losses among the men of rank is their reckless bravery tertainments tor Urphans Last 
in battle, which leads them to expose themselves needlessly. Night

Britain now has in France the largest army that has even been 
put upon foreign soil. It is estimated that more than 1,000,000 Brit- ; The shamrock was probabiy more in 
ish soldiers are on French soil, but not all of them are on the firing ev[<jence about the streets of St. John

today than has ever been the case, not 
only in honor of the festive day of Ire
land and her patron St Patrick but in 
recognition of the gallant achievements 
of her sons under the flag of Britain in 
the broad arena of the war in France. 
Flags were flown from different build
ings, public and private, and the harp 
on the green was displayed side by side 
with the Union Jack. Locally there was 
nothing of a special nature in the cele
bration because of the great national 
conflict but the usual entertainments in 
aid of the orphans are being given.

Large congregations attended the 
special services in the Catholic churches. 
A collection was taken for the orphans. 
Sermons were delivered In the Cathedral 
and St. Peter’s. In Holv Trinity Rev. J. 
J, Walsh, V. G., officiated, Rev. J. J. 
O’Donovan in the Church of the As
sumption, Rev. C. Collins, In St Rose’s, 
and Rev. Walter Donahue In St. John 
the Baptist. In the Cathedral solemn high, 
mass was celebrated by Rev. Wm. Duke, 
with Rev. C. J. McLaughlin deacon, Rev. 
M. O’Brien, sub-deacon, and Rev. Dr. 
Bourgeois, master of ceremonies. His 
Lordship Bishop LeBlane was on his 
throne, with Rev. H. Belliveau and Rev. 
M. P. Howland in attendance.

SPEOfl. SAY m CHURCH (Special to The Times.)
Ottawa, March 16,—“Could there he a worse time for it to be announced 

to the world that Canada, the greatest of the daughter nations, was raising 
a barrier against the mother country when the motherland was struggling 
with the greatest war in, history?” asked Hon. George P. Graham at the close 
of the budget debate in parliament this morning.

“I have an offer to make the finance minister which should prevent this 
undesirable announcement going to the world,” he said, “Here and now, ere 
it is too late, I offer, on behalf of the opposition, that if you will drop that 
portion of the budget which cuts five points away from the British preference 
we will agree to withdraw our amendment which the government ha» so 
strenuously objected to. This will be a considerable sacrifice on our part, but 

willing to make it in order that the announcement may not go to the 
world that has at this time been guilty of an unfriendly act toward
the motherland.” ,

To this offer there was no response from the government. By silence it in
sisted that the British preference must be hametrung and the vote was 
called.

X 1

line yet.
The Germans have evacuated some of the territory they held be

tween Ypres and Dixmude in Belgium.
HOWITZERS AT NIEUPORT

Paris, March 17—“The enemy is again furiously bombarding Nieuport, 
this time with 16-inch howitzers,” says an undated message from tile Petit 
Parisian's war correspondent He adds:

"Thirty shells have fallen in the town making enormous holes and demol
ishing several buildings, but no one was hurt

“Belgian troops, profiting by a slight recession of the waters in the district 
they occupy, carried two German advanced positions ner Stuvekenskerks and 
on the road from Pervse to Schoorbakke.

"Warships and monitors of the Allies vigorously bombarded Westende. 
The replied feebly, but none o f their shells took effect Torpedo boat
destroyers protected the bombarding ships, shelling a German submarine 
which attempted to approach. The fire against the shore positions was direct

ed" "by aeroplanes.*

we are
1

The government majority was obedient A hundred and four French and 
English Canadians behind Sir Robert Borden voted against Sir Wilfrid’s 
amendment which depreciated the increase of protection and the curtailment 
of the preference. Fifty-nine opposition votes were recorded, so the speaker 
Amfimr-A ftut the government had its way by a majority of forty-five.

Touching on the British preference Mr. Graham declared that even sup
posing the increased taxes did not have the effect of keeping out imports as the 
opposition maintained, the moat the finance minister could expect to raise by 
way of revenue on the five per cent tax against British imports was to 
from five to six millions. This would about equal the interest on what the 
government was now borrowing from Great Britain for the whole of the war ex
penditure. In other words the government proposed to let Canada borrow the 
whole of the war expenditure from Great Britain and then proceed to pay the 
interest by taxing British trade,
TO SHORTEN SESSION

The administration desires to escape criticism of its failings. In the boot 
committee soldiers testified that when their boots wore out alter twelve days’ 
wear men had to tie shingles upon their feet to keep them from being cut by 
the ground. In the house, the British preference was practically destroyed, 
with shipping conditions as they are today. Therefore the session is to be 
closed with speed. Notice is given that to shorten the session the house, begin
ning with next week, will sit in the mornings and on Saturdays.
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Task TOO Great For Von 
HiRdentarg’s New Army

]

American Senator's View 
Washington, March 17—Senator Walsh 

• vt Montana, who discussed the British 
reprisals with President Wilson last 
night, strongly favors a vigorous pro

test. He said that senators generally 
icgretted that congress had not em
powered the president to place an em
bargo on American exports to the bel
ligerents, although he did not believe 
that the president would call an extra 
session for that purpose.

nuns lose
I

y The Sermon
Rev. Father Howland was the speaker 

and taking as his text “Behold a great 
priest who in his day pleased God, and 
was found just,” he delivered an ablei 
discourse. He referred to the career of | 
St. Patrick and to his planting the faith 
in the emerald isle. He praised the peo
ple for their rigid adherence to the doc
trines taught them by their pioneer 
priest. Fitting regard was paid the na
tional and educational phase of Irish 
life in addition to special emphasis upon 
the religious aspect. A glowing tribute 
was accorded many great statesmen who 
had waged the cause of Ireland, Em
mett, Parnell, Wolfe Tone, Curran, 
O’Connell, and, coming to our own time, 
John E. Redmond. The erroneous Im
pression seemed to prevail that It was 
only Catholics who were seeking Irish 
home rule but Father Howland show
ed many of those to whom he had re
ferred were not of that faith, but had 
made remarkable sacrifices in the Irish 
cause—Emmett, indeed the greatest of 
all, in that he laid down his life for the 
championship.
Irish Soldiers

The speaker referred to the fighting 
qualities of the Irish soldier demonstrat
ed on many a battlefield from the days 
of Brian Boru, to Fontenoy, from Fonte- 
noy to South African veldts and to day 
on the fields of Europe. Ireland had re
sponded nobly to the call to the colors, 
having given 125,000 men of 400,000 who 
were eligible for service, a greater per
centage than any other land. No matter 
where the eye was cast in the pages of 
history the Gael was always in the van
guard doing his share of the work of the 
nation. Today the future was bright— 
Ireland so long down-trodden was at 
length to enjoy the liberties of home 
rule; racial bitterness would cease and 
give place to better and more agreeable 
feeling in the thought of Ireland, a Na
tion! and the prophetic predictions of 
Thomas Moore and others of her great 
poets fulfilled.

of wilfully damaging part of the cargo (Continued on page 2, fourth column), 
during a drunken brawl. They all plead
ed guilty to disorderly conduct and fight
ing, but denied the charge of killing a 
prize hen pheasant.

Albert Evans said that upon the 
steamer leaving Liverpool he had been 
put in charge of three crates of fowl 
and one. basket of pheasants. They were 
all safe and in good condition when he 
saw them at ten o’clock on March 15 
but at four o’clock he was Informed that 
they were running about the deck. He 
caught all but two. These had been kill
ed. Two other birds were in a serious 
condition. Sullivan, he said, told him he 
knew who did the trick.

The birds were consigned to the Do
minion Express Company of this city.

Robert Gallimore, second steward on 
the steamer, said the men were on board ! morning. Daniel Mullin, K.C., ap- 
drunk and had caused trouble during the ipeared for the plaintiff and J. A. Barry 
entire trip from Halifax. John G risen-j for the defendant.
weight, the inspector on the steamer, | The plaintiff said he went into Hop 
also testified after which the prisoners Lee’s store in Mill street about 10 
were remanded until tomorow morning, o’clock on last Saturday night. In a

room
holding Hop Lee by the throat and 
pointing a revolver at him. Jeffrey 
dropped Hop Lee on top of a trunk and 
then caught him by the coat, pointed 
the revolver at him, opened his coat and

BY A STEAMER More Russian Successes Reported- 
Fall of Rrzemysl is Near; Rumor 
Says it Has Already Been Taken

1

HIGH SCORES MADE BY 
LADIES AT RANGE

Apollo Captain Reports Sending 
Submarine to Bottom — Two 
More Vessels Torpedoed

FAIRVILLE NEWSINIEEO GERMAN STEAMER 
ESCAPES, LONDON PAPERS 

WARN THE UNITED STATES

I

jRev. Mr. Haughton Addresses Jais 
Meeting—Some War Verse at Soda 
Gather»*

London, Match 17—The Daily News correspondent telegraphs from Petro-
grad:—Two Just a Point Short of Possible 

This Morning
The rear guard of General Von Eichem’s army has been beaten repeatedly 

in the last few days in attempting to protect its transports as it withdraws from 
Suwalki province across the frontier into East Prussia. General Von Bulow*» 
troops also are being ptufished by raiding expeditions from Ossowetz, where 
the garrison has crushed the enemy’s siege artillery and now uses the fortress 
as a base for aggrestve tactics.

"All letters from the front confirm the impression that the new army is 
not to the task that Field Marshal Von Hindenburg has imposed upon it. 
He is now trying to protect his weaknes in the north by the introduction of 
new batteries on the Bxura in Central Poland, but even there he fears to 
test his infantry against the Russians."

Glasgow, March 17—The captain of 
the British steamer Apollo reported to
day that his ship had collided with a 
German submarine while en route from 
Rotterdam to Bristol. He said the sub
marine sank immediately,
TWO MORE BRITISH 
STEAMERS TORPEDOED

London, March 17—Official announce
ment that the British steamers, the At
lanta and Fingal had been torpedoed 
was made today.

The Fairville Brotherhood were visit
ed last evening by the Ahieser Brother
hood of the city. Rev. R. J. Haughton 
was the principal speaker. He spoke on 
the church for the kingdom and handl
ed the subject from a very practical 
standpoint, urging a federation of 
brotherhoods, setting aside all political, 
denominational, racial and other dif
ferences. He said that the liquor traf
fic and vice in St. John were never so 
rampant as today. Society would never 
be cleansed until the individuals were 
first attended to as individuals. The 
church in St. John today wanted a re
vival within herself. For the suppres
sion of these growing evils the churches 
should unite in mutual effort. What af
fected St. John must sooner or later 
touch Fairville, and he urged the men 
to think over these vital problems. Half 
a dozen or so from the audience spoke 
briefly of shocking experiences they had 
seen or known of in the city and there 
was some discussion as to the best 
means to cope with the circumstances.

A vote of thanks was tendered Mr. 
Haughton and refreshments were serv
ed.

Last evening about thirty young lad
ies, friends of Miss Edith Syme, who 
will soon leave for Boston to resume 
her duties as nurse in one of the hos
pitals, tendered her a handkerchief 
shower at the home of Benjamin God- 
soe. A delightful time was spent. One 
of the most popular diversions was a 
contest in original poetry within a lim
ited time, the subject dealing with the 
war. One of the guests, a mere male, 
contributed the following which has 
been deemed worthy of publication, in 
the interests of choice literature:

A dreadnought named Audacious 
Sailed the Atlantic spacious,
She struck a great rock,
Her nerves got a shock.
And the man who escaped said “My 

gracious.”
The other prize poem follows:

Oh, Kaiser Bill,
You pesky Pill,
If you’d keep still.
This war would end in jig time.
But talk your fill
Hilarious Will
For by our skill
We’ll put you out in due time.

Dainty refreshments brought th< 
evening to a close and everyone seem
ed to enjoy the affair to the utmost.

London, March 17—The newspapers 
today prominently display a despatch 
stating that the German liner Mace
donia, interned at Las Palmas, Canary 
Islands, has escaped and put to sea with 
war

crowded with ladiesThe range was 
and girls again this morning and the 
results averaged better than ever. Miss 
Quinn and Mrs. Frank Peters both put 
on 99 out of a possible 100 and Mrs. R. 
P. Cowan scored 98 with several others 
ranking almost as high. Not satisfied 
with the amateurish standing rest posi
tion more of the ladies are devoting 
themselves to prone shooting and are 
getting good scores. Several young 
ladies tried the pistols this morning and 
made very satisfactory scores.

Commenting on the scores this morn
ing the range officer remarked that the 
ladies were averaging better Scores than 
the men and attributed it largely to 
Iheir willingness to accept suggestions 
Vhile many of the men seemed unwil
ling to admit that they did not know 
all there was to be known.

The signalling and gun sections of the 
K6th Battalion, which both shot at the 
range yesterday are. arranging for a com
petition between the two sections.

The best average scores yesterday 
were:—Boys, D. Massie, 83; men, W. A. 
Tweedley, 88; best individual score, Pte. 
M urray, 97.

Thesupplies for German raiders.
papers say :

“The United States may look for the 
German ships internedsame thing, 

there are likely to make a dash at any 
time.”FALL OF PRZEMYSL NEAR

Petrograd, March 17—Three sorties within the last two days by the garri- 
son at Przemysl an Austrian fortress in Galicia, all were repulsed. The 
Russians are pressing closer and the War Office officials expect news of the 
fall within a short time.

There were unofficial reports last night that Przemysl had fallen, but at the 
War Office announced this as "slightly premature.”

Handicapped by the inferiority of the artillery as compared with that of 
the Austrians, the Russians have condcted the siege of Przemysl with a pa
tience and care unsurpassed in history.

The fall of Prezyms! would have an important effect upon the whole cam
paign in Galicia as it would release at least 75,000 Russian soldiers who have 
been held there to make the investment effective.

When Przemysl is taken a campaign will begin immediately against Cra- 
Other forces of Grand Duke Nicholas are gaining some slight successes 

about Przasnysz.

CHARGES AGAINST FOUR 
MEN OF THE CORSICAN

LETTER EDOM GUNNER «UR
1Theodore Pitre, of 92 Princess street, 

has received an, interesting letter from 
France. It was from Gunner Jas. Bar
bour, one of the boys who left St. John 
with the first contingent. He enclosed 
a picture of himself and several English 
soldiers which he had taken outside the 
house where he was billeted, near Salis
bury Plain. He said he expected any 
moment to be sent to the firing line. 
He spoke highly of the hospitality of 
the French people and said he hoped it 
would not be long before he would have 
a good crack at the Germans. 
Barbour was one of the first to enlist 
at the time of the South African war.
Other Letters

Mrs. T. A. Nash of 300 Brussels 
street has received a letter from her 
husband, Driver Hash, dated Reserve 
Park, Tidworth, Feb. 19, and another 
letter dated Feb. 28. Driver Nash said 
that they were in fine quarters, but that 
most of the contingent had gone to the 
front, and he expected to go at short 
notice, as when the last letter was 
written there was great activity, ap
parently getting ready to move. Driver 
Nash wrote that he had received a box 
his wife sent him, and he was particu
larly pleased to get the tobacco which 
it contained.

Mrs. D. Cummings, 32 Forest street, 
has received a letter dated in France on 
Feb. 18, from her son, William, stating 
that he is well and wishing to be re
membered to all his friends. He does 
not say at what point he is in France 
further than to say that he is with the 
First Canadian Division, British Expe
ditionary Force. He is with the Di
visional Ammunition Column.. The let
ter was censored.

Disorderly Conduct and Killing 
Hen and Pheasant Which Were 
Part of Cargo

Edward Cavanagh, Joseph Cookson, 
Harry Deakin and Daniel Sullivan, four 
assistant stewards on the Allen Liner 
Corsican appeared before Magistrate Rit
chie this morning charged with dis
orderly conduct on the passage from 
Halifax to this city and also on suspicion

cow. Mr.

General Leman, Belgium defender of 
I.iege, who is a prisoner of Germany, 
Las refused his liberty under parole.

store for more than two hours, and 
would not let him out. A woman came 
in to buy some tea and when she saw 
Jeffrey holding him, he said, she ran 
out Jeffrey then took handcuffs out of 
his pocket and said if he, Hop Lee, had 
no $500 he would lock him up. 
witness said that Jeffrey pointed the re
volver at another Chinese, Hum Gaw, 
and fired a shot, 
he said, would not allow anyone to 
move. Later another Chinese ran out 
to get another policeman. The case will 
be resumed this afternoon.

put his left hand in one of his pockets 
and took $9; one $5 bill and two $2 
bills. He said he was so badly fright
ened that he did not remember If lie 
went through all of his pockets, 
said he had received the $9 from his em
ployer, Hum Oak. He said Jeffrey took 
the money and went out.

Cross questioned by Mr. Barry he 
said Jeffrey followed him and tried to 
catch him. At this point a lively tiff 
took place between the counsel and 
the magistrate regarding a question 
der discussion. With reference to ad
dressing the bench Magistrate Ritchie 
said he would committ him if he did 

but Mr. Barry said he was

WEATHERPheDx and
Pherdlnand EVIDENCE IN CHARGE

AGAINST JEFFREY
He

The

BULLETIN The policeman,

Chinese Give Version of Occur
rences in Mill Street Shop

unissued by author
ity of the Depart
ment of Marine and 
Fisheries, R. F. Stu- 
part, director ni 
meterological sen 
vice.

BROKE INTO COTTAGE 
Two “hoboes” made themselves at 

home last night at Ingleside, in the sum
mer cottage of Dawson MeKendrick, 
chief clerk in the railway mail depart
ment of the post office. They pried off 
a shutter and thus secured entrance, re
maining until early this morning, when 
people living nearby saw them leaving 
the house. It is said that they took 
some clothing which had been there.

The preliminary hearing in the case 
of ex-Policeman Joseph Jeffrey, charged 
with stealing $9 from Hum Moon Hon, 
was taken up in the police court this

not cease, 
within his rights.

The witness said he had gone to the 
shop to ji irchase groceries for Hum Oak.

Hop l!ee said Jeffrey entered his 
store on Saturday night and demanded 
opium and $500. He could not under
stand anything else, he said. The pris- 

then seized him by the throat and 
pointed a revolver at him, after which 
he played with him like a child would 
a little doll. He said that Jeffrey then 
took $3.26 and three car tickets from 
his pocket, and threw him on top of a 
trunk, then picked him up and threw 
hiiir on a table.

Synopsis—The weather is quite mild in 
the western provinces and cold from 
Ontario eastward. The southern disturb
ance has passed off the Atlantic coast. oner

Cold In the Boston Marathon race on April 
19 the winner will be allowed all trav
eling expenses to enable him to partici
pate in the marathon race at the Pan- 
American game at San Francisco. The 
man finishing second will be given $100 

The prisoner, he said, remained in his for the same puroose.

in the rear he said he saw JeffreyMaritime—Moderate winds fair and 
.old today. Thursday increasing north
east winds and cold.

New England Forecasts — Generally 
fair tonight and Thursday, fresh north 
winds.

Roque Gonzales Garza is reported to ------------- ■ — -------------
have returned to Mexico City and to The proposal of Dutch women to hold 
have assured protection for the public a women’s international congress at The 
in the capital. It was said that mar- Hague in April has the support of the

nun-militant suffragists in London

Unofficial reports say that the British 
cruiser Amethyst was fired upon by 
Turkish field artillery, damaged, and 
had some nineteen men killed and sev
eral wounded tial law would be declared.
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British Victory At Neuve Chapelle Cost Nation 10,000 Men .
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