hin the §
of God, for
secn.— |

1, meet
legene

roats of [

sgsed to
he I(o/y
ot &ure
techisin
ooiishly
ers and
ose the
. by the
pow the

fully in
 Iean-
ed ?

—born

of the
| body),

meant

3 to the
th. My
born,”
ever it
nf new
d only
!ature'o
e born

[ mnst
preve

Of his
o, R
ptible,
ed be
to his
knew-
dead.”
Zotton

i (or wrcte the Scriptures) as they were

20

Axprew, does not Jesna say we must be born or begotten of the Spirit 7
as to say we are begotten

Yes, sir, lie does: but is it not the same thing

« God is a Spirit” 1 or the same to aay we are begotten ™ by
the word of Truth,” or *by the Word of God,” for that came by the
| Rpirit, a3 it 1s said n oud “Peter, i 20, 21— Holy men of God spake

moved by the Holy Ghost" ?

[ am delighted, my dear boys, to find that you wnderstand the subject
thus far so clearly. "There is another question, however which [hoye
voun will answey with equal clearness and simplicity. Jests says that it 19
necessary to be ¢ born of water” —** Fxcept aman be born of water and of
| the $pirit Le carnot enter into the Kingdom of God.” 1Vhat does this

mean, Poinip 1

[ think, sir, it is very plair

pehaver in God's \Word. _ ves
testimony. who aladly receives the Word, begins to reccive s spiritnal

comforts and enjoywents--he begins to be * renewed in tne spirit of his
mind; and becanse of this- -because he feels so happy In his own mind
when he knows and believes the (Enspel——bvr:ulse J.e 1s begotlen again 10
a kind of new existence by the good news from Heaven, he desires
openly to express his love to his .Uud wndd S:}Vi()lll‘—:'t() euter upon ita
higher enjoynents by beitig born into the f':un';‘y of (;_(‘d: he 18 rgqmred
to enter the Chureh of God in the world by being bantized. He is begot-
ten by the word of the Spirit, and :x"lcrwu'rds he_ is then bern of water.
They are two distinet things, and appear in Scripture to siand to each
other in the relation of canse and eftect.

Your explnation i3 siinple, clear, and Seriptural, but T mnst have yon
to point to the Word of God to prm'e‘the important answer you have
given. Direct me to sotme passiges to illustrate tiiis watler.

I have eelected only a few. See Galatians iti. 26, 27, there Panl says
we are made children of God by fait or believing in Christ, and that we
put on Christ, or opeuly profess our faith in Christ, by being baptized or
jinmersed into hiz name. Titas, also, chap. nt. 5, says that the renewing
of the Holy Gliost is pne thing—the washing of l’\ogcn'vr:}tinn_mmther.
In the Epistle to the Ephesians also, chap. v. 20, the same idea is tanght
by the Apostle. Chrigt gave himse!f for the Cln;rch « that he might
sanctify and cleanse it with « bath of water and with the \\'(]r_d." (See

Macnight's Translation.) To be born of water and of the Spiritappears,
therefore, to meat simply to beliere the Gospel aad be Laptized.

Your answer, Philip, has given me the highest f:ui.el'uction. and your

Jate pmfession of faith in Christ, and ynur_uniqn with ll‘.(r.C_hnrch of God

| in Bapiism, a8 1 believed, was the resnlt of intelligent conviction—of a true
Le directions of the Divine Spirit to the Soul.

1 that Jesug here refers to the Baptism of the
The indiviaual who truly believes the Divine

| acquaintauce with t
I hope, mny dear young friends. that through the belief of the Word of
the Spirit of Truth—the glad tidings of salvation—you will all be begotten

again to 2 life-giving hope that, possessing this hope and life yon will
ratefully # put on Chns " ‘hy being baptized in his name; or, in other
words, that yon ¥ i1l e born of water, and thus be introduced into the
chureh of God on earth: that, “ as new-born babes,” you will then * derire
e singers milk of the word that ye may grow thereby:"” (1st Peter ii. 2)




