
the commission was issued before this case Supply there is a matter te which I would
occurred, still it was proceeding when this like to refer for a few moments. I desire
lamentable occurrence itook place, and the to call the attention of the Government,
commissioners investigated it as far as they and more particularly the attention of the
could. There is a report on the subjeet First Minister, to the fact that a very im-
by the commissioners. They have taken portant Bill bas been introduced in the
the sulbject into consideration, they have Bri'tish House of Lords concerning copy-
investigated 'the facts and given their opin- right by Lord Hersehell, and this Bill bas
ion. I have only this to say, that the re- received its second reading. The passage
port of the commission is satisfactory or of this Bill may most materially affect the
not satisfactory. It will be laid on the copyright interests of Canada. If the Par-
Table to-morrow, and I invite the attention liament of Canada bas the power, as I
of my hon. friend to it. think it has, to enact and enforce such

copyright legislation as may be necessary
Srly CHALs hhiBET TUPPER.tfor the Dominion, this Bill needs no fur-

hardly deals with this subject. ther consideration ; but if the right of Can-
The PRIME MINISTER. If it is not ada to legisiate on the question of copyright

satisfactory, we shall have <to deal with the 15 to be restricted in the future as in the
matter in some other way, but my hon. past, tben I think we are bound to consider
friend will have an opportunity, after read- the effect of the Herschell Bil on the pub-
ing it, to answer the challenge given by the lisbîng interests of this country. Let me
Solicitor General to indicate what action point out to the House a few facts In con-
should be taken by the Government. If the neetion witb this question of'copyright and
report shows sufficiently where the guilt is, emphasize these views in connection witb
because it is beyond doubt that a most la- fie Herschell Bill. There bas always been
mentable occurrence bas taken place and doubt as to the legallty of copyright by
those two young men were brought to pre- simultaneous production lu Great Britain
mature death by ill-treatment, it Is quite and the United States. The Herschell Bil
possible a charge of murder, or if not mur- dispels this doubt. The noble lord pro-
der of manslaughter will lie. We know poses that simultaneous publication ln any
that wrong ;bas been done, we know th«at part of Great Britain and fie Unlted States
parties have suffered, we do not know who shaîl secure copyright throughout the en-
are responsible. If the report is not satis- tire British Empire. This provision, asthe
factory, we shall be ready to investigate fouse will see,,gives a direct and important
the facts, and if possible to bring 'the guilty advantage to the American publisher. VJuder
parties to that justice they deserve. WePthis clause the American publisher need no
can do nothing more at this moment. An longer send bis stock of books across the
hon. member opposite stated a few mo- sea to London andIssue tbem on the same
ments ago that the law of this country day as lie issues his stock in New York and
was adequate to protect the lives and pro- Bost3n lin order to .ecure Britisli copyright
perty of the inhabitants, whether a citizen throughout the British Empire. Oh, no,
or an alien, but though we may be In that the Axerican pubisher bas under this
position, we may have to implement the new regulation nerely to send his books
law in order to bring the administration of to any Canadian point across the il]-
justice to bear where the law is not sufi- ternational bouudary ine between Cau-
cient to mete out adequate justice to every- ada and the United States in order
one. The laws are sufficient in the old to secure copyright throughout the Brit-
parts of the country, such as Ontarlo and ish Empire. At the present time Ian ad-
Quebee, but in the mountainous regions of vised there is considerable doubt whether an
British Columbia It may be quite possible American author caun btain copyright ln
that the general law, which will be sufficient-Great Britain without manufacturlng In
in the older provinces, is inadequate ln that Great Brtain. On this point I amnalso
portion of the Dominion. Certainly the1informed ibat the British law Is net very
administration of the law has been inade-1clear. A British subjeot may secure copy-
quate ln this instance. The Government right-in GreatBrtain by the'BrIt-
have no intention but to give the matter ish law, but it Is net clear that
their best consideration, and I have again an allen nay secure copyrightlinGreat
to say to the junior member for Pictou (Mr. Britalî. At the present Une Great Britain
Bell) that the Government have no fault to is mostiberal in ts terns for copyright with
find with the manner In whlch he brought foreign countries. Great Britain, wlth
the case to the attention of the House, whlch France and Germany and other foreigu
he did in a calm and judiclal imanner and coiltries is a memberof the Berne Conven-
in a ianner WIiich :wil1 engage the atten- tien; an international copyright convention
tion of the.-Government. whieh this country

through .the profound-I might almost say
INTERNATIONAL COPYRIGHT. crlainal Ignorance o ' the Canadan poitl-

clans or that perlod. The United States was

M&r. tOSS ROBEhTSON. Before the asked to enter this Berne Convention, but

lieue rsoles tsef Ino Cmmlte li hin inerests Goferthis countret med
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