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of the permanent corps. Let me not be
understood as urging this in the slightest
as an argument against the idea that the
officers of our permanent corps ought to be
better paid than they are, and ought to
have a pension assigned them after the
completion of a certain number of years’
service. These men I have always regarded
as teachers, educationalists rather than as
military men. Ten years ago I expressed
this view—that these men were really mili-
tary educationalists—and I have never seen
reason to change my view. I trust that the
minister will not only provide a system of
pensions, but, by the training he gives these
men, will bring to the front the best educa-
tive talent in the military life of this coun-
try, so that our military schools and colleges
and the various departments of our military
organization may be filled up with the best
men the country can secure.

Mr. CHARLES S. HYMAN (London). I
-would hardly like the discussion of this
matter to leave, either with the House or
with the people, the idea that only those
who are officers in the militia or who, like
my hon. friend from Victoria, N.S., (Hon.
Mr. Ross) have been Ministers of Militia,
take an interest in the question. As a lay-
man, I may say that I am extremely inter-
ested in the debate brought forward by
the hon. member for Victoria, B.C., (Hon.
Mr. Prior), and I desire to express my
hearty concurrence in the idea that there
should be a proper and satisfactory retiring
allowance made for the officers and men of
the permanent corps of Canada, upon such
lines as the government may find it best to
adopt. I feel perfectly safe in saying that
the hon. minister, if he does introduce a
Bill of that character, will receive the hearty
support of this side of the House, and I
am glad to know, from what has been
stated by hon. gentlemen on the other
side, that there is every reason to believe
that he will receive the almost unanimous
concurrence of the other side. If we desire
to build up a proper system of militarism—
if I may use that term—in Canada, it is
necessary that we should enlist the very
best of the young men of this country.
It is necessary that they should be men of
good character, it is necessary that they
should be men of brains, it is necessary
that they should be men of good phy-
sique. And, after we have used the best
years of their lives in the service of the
country, it does seem to me that it is not
in accordance with what ought to be if we
turn them out like old horses to die or live
as they may. It is the law of the land
that there is a retiring allowance for the
civil servants ; and I hold that there is even
greater reason for a law giving an allow-
ance on the retirement of those who have
served the country as members of the per-
manent military force, either as officers or
as privates. I quite agree with a great deal
of g%at has been said with regard to the

expenditure which is necessary on the part
not only of the officers, but of the non-
commissioned officers and men of the per-
manent force while they are members of
that force. I speak whereof I know when
I say that it is almost impossible for them,
when they are in the permanent force, to
maintain themselves. I know, not one case
only but several cases, of officers, men high
in rank, who, after they had been retired
owing to age, have had actually to accept,
I might say almost menial service for the
rest of their lives, and I do not think that is
in accordance with the wishes of the people
of Canada; and I think it has only to be
laid before the House and the people for
them to appreciate the fact, and to stand
behind the minister, if he sees fit to intro-
duce this Bill. If there is one thing with
which I might find fault with the military
system of Great Britain it would be with
the well-known fact, that only those pos-
sessed of private means can accept and
hold commissions in regiments of the line,
or in any branch of the service. In Canada
we should not confine our enlistment of
men to serve their country in the per-
manent force to those who have private
incomes, and who are able, in a financial
sense, to accept the small pay offered to the
members of that force. I think it should
be free to every young Canadian who de-
sires to serve his country, and who is
otherwise qualified to accept the position
and, after he has got past the best
years of his life, he should not be turn-
ed aside, but some provision should be
| made for him in his old age. I do not know
what the provision of the Bill will be,
{nor do I desire to make any extended re-
‘marks; but, when the Bill comes forward,
1 hope it will be received by both sides in
no spirit of partyism, but will be dealt with
simply from the point of view of the interest
of the permanent force. And I do not know
anything that will more forward that inter-
est and the interest of the militia of Canada
than the introduction of such a Bill and its
enactment into law.

The MINISTER OF MILITIA AND DE-
FENCE (Hon. F. W. Borden). My hon.
friend from Victoria, B.C. (Mr. Prior) has an-
ticipated the discussion whieh, I suppose, we
shall have on the Pension Bill of which I have
given notice, and which I hope to introduce
to the House within a day or two. But, I
am sure that my hon. friend has done this
from the very best of motives, and I do not
at all quarrel with him for having done so
—in faet, I am very glad he has taken this
course, because I think the discussion that
has taken place to-day will have the effect
of preparing the House, to a certain extent,
and in a favourable sense, for the Bill when
it comes forward. We have heard to-day
from hon. gentlemen who hold commissions
in the militia, one of whom was at one
time, a good many years ago, when I first
entered this House, Minister of Militia. And,




