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British Monarch Expresses Profound Admiration For His 

Armies After Paying a Visit to Troops On the 
Western Battlefront.

Registrars Have Ordered Since August 8th, French and British Troops 
Have Taken 30,344 German Prisoners 

—French Continue To Hammer 
Lassigny-Noyon Line.

109,828 Men To 
Report.

London, Aug. 15—(Canadian Press 
Dispatch from Reuter’s, Limited).—The 
following letter has been sent by King 
George to Field Marshal Sir Douglas 
Haig:

“France, Aug. 13. 1918.—My Dear Field 
Marshal,—At the beginning of the fifth 
year of the war. T again have had the 
pleasure of being with my armiez. 
Writing to you. after my last visit on 

March 30 and alluding to the then neces­
sary withdrawal from certain of our po­
sitions. I dwelt upon the Impression 
made upon me by the splendid spirit of 
the troops which I saw during these 
days. Subsequent events have given 
ample proof this was a true impression, 
for never since that time has the spirit 
of the army faltered.

"We have seen it reasserting itself 
and carrying to a triumphal issue the 
operations of the past week. On these 
happy results. J must warmly congratu­
late you and the troops that fought so 
magnificently under your command. I 
gratefully recognize this high morale is 
in part the outcome of hearty co-opera­
tion between the fighting army and the 
great organizations behind the line, the 
transport service by land and sea, and 
those vast industries in which women at 
home maintain the supplies of food and 
munitions of war.

Inspected Alr Force.
"I have heard on all sides of the ines­

timable value of the machine gun corps 
in the fighting line. and this was 
brought home to me by the fine appear­
ance of the detachments which I saw in 
the different areas. I inspected detach- 
m «its of the Royal Air Force. Its 
prowess and established superiority over 
the enemy made me proud to be gen- 
eral-in-chief of this last creation in the 
fighting forces of the world. It was 
especially satisfactory that I was able

to see the work of the tank corps and 
thus to form some slight idea of the 
part this wonderous and steadily-devel­
oping invention has played in the pres­
ent victorious battle. 1 gained for the 
first time an insight into the thorough 
and practical manner in which the for­
estry department is carrying out its 
varied duties. It was a pleasure to me 
to find from the admirable condition of 
the horses and mules of the various 
units I inspected that the new armies 
fully uphold our national reputation as 
good horse masters.

Victoria Crosses Conferred.
“During my visit I conferred a num­

ber of Victoria Crosses for deeds of 
valor and self-sacrifice, the records of 
which fill my heart with pride and ven­
eration.

“Of the hospitals and their efficiency, 
skill and devotion and the untiring ef­
forts of the staff, I cannot speak in 
too high praise.

“I realize with thankfulness all that 
is being done for the spiritual welfare 
of the troops by the chaplains and the 
different denominations. I am glad to 
find that army commanders appreciate 
the importance of affording means for 
amusement and diversion of the troops 
in their leisure time and that every ef­
fort to this end is undertaken by the 
authorities and by private help. I re­
turn home with feelings of proound ad­
miration of our armies, convinced that 
in union with those of the allied nations 
we shall, with God's help, secure a vic­
torious peace, worthy of the noble sac­
rifices made, a peace which must be a 
surety to the coming generations 
against sufferings such as the present 
world has endured throughout these 
years of relentless war.

"Believe me. very sincerely yours, 
"(Signed) GEORGE R. I.M

Ottawa, Aug. 15.—Tangles in the 
military service act figures are being 
gradually straightened out. Investiga­
tion is now in progress by the various 
registrars to determine exactly how 
many men have been acquired who 
might properly be classed as "rein- 
forcement’ within the meaning of 
the act.

Difficulties have arisen apparently, 
owing to differences in the classifica­
tion of men by the registrars, and 
owing to the fact that a large per­
centage of men classed as deserters 
have joined the colors in other military 
districts. Revised figures, it is ex­
pected, will be ready within the next 
week or two.

So far returns available show that 
up to noon yesterday the net number 
of reinforcements secured under the 
M. S. A. Is 58,713. This total is ex­
clusive of those who have reported for 
service voluntarily since the act came 
into force. It is exclusive also of men 
discharged or on leave without ex­
pense to the public. Including these 
the total would be:

58,713 Under Act.
Obtained under M.S.A., 58,713: vol­

untarily reporting, 19,477; number dis­
charged or on leave without expenses 
to the public, 23,523; total, 101,713.

The total of 58,713 reinforcements 
secured under the act is made up as 
follows:

Number reporting as ordered. 54,722; 
number reporting late or apprehended 
as deserters, 17,918; defaulters (non- 
registrants) apprehended under the act, 
9,596; total, 82,236; less discharged or 
on leave without expense to the pub­
lic, 23,523; total obtained under M.S.A., 
58,713.

This total of 58,713 reinforcements 
comprises:

Obtained west of Great Lakes, 
22,496; obtained in Ontario, 19,734; ob­
tained in Quebec, 8,387; obtained in 
Maritime Provinces, 8,106; total ob­
tained under the M.S.A., 58,713.

From the above 3,134 have been 
transferred to the Royal Air Service 
and the Inland Water Transport, 
B.E.F.

The total of men ordered to report 
by registrars is 109,828, and 37,188 are 
classed as having failed to report. It 
is expected, however, that the revised 
figures will indicate many of these as 
having already reported in districts 
other than those from which the call 
was issued.

FRENCH CAPTURE GROUND.
London, Aug. 15, 4 p.m.—The French have captured ail the 

high ground on the Lassigny Massif and are working down the 
eastern and northern sides, so that a further retirement of the 
enemy in that sector is probable, according to advices received here 
this afternoon.

London, Aug. Ip.—The British line has been advanced slightly 
east of Rainescourt, in the district northwest of Chaulnes on the 
Picardy battlefront today’s war office statement announces.

Since August 8, when the Allied attack in Picardy began, the 
British and French have taken prisoners to the number of 30,344.

British patrols were active throughout last night in the district 
between Albert and Ayette, where the Germans began their retire­
ment yesterday. The patrols have maintained close touch with 
the enemy in this region.

The Britisli made further progress at several points along 
this front.

The text of the statement reads:
“Severe local fighting took place last night to our advantage 

east of Rainescourt. Our line was advanced slightly in this neigh­
borhood.

“One of our patrols rushed a hostile post north of Albert, 
capturing a machine gun.

“Between Albert and Ayette our patrols were active through­
out the night, and have maintained close touch with the enemy. 
Further progress was made at a number of points, and several 
prisoners and a few machine guns were taken.

“Hostile raiding parties were repulsed last night southeast 
of Arras, near Germille.

“The enemy’s artillery was active east of Robecq and in the 
Scherpenberg sector (Flanders).

“The total number of prisoners captured by the British 4th 
army since the morning of August 8 is now 21,844. In the same 
period the prisoners taken by the French 1st army amount to 
8,500, making a total of 30,344 German prisoners captured in the 
operations of the Allied armies on the Montdidier-Albert front.”

J

STEEL MONSTERS SPITTING DEATH 
IS THE WAY CAPTURED GERMANS 

DESCRIBE THE BRITISH TANKS
a

I With the British Army in France, 
IAug. 15.—(By the Associated Press).—

In the battle area between Foucescourt 
I and Roye the enemy appears to be in 
L a fairly strong position in the old 
/ trenches behind wire constructed prior 
|to 1916.
L However, there are no immediate 
I signs of a counter-offensive here or 
X elsewhere. The enemy seems to have 

accepted defeat, preferring not to at­
tempt any operations which might cost

• him heavy losses.
I It is believed that the Germans them- 
• selves are somewhat nervous. Accord­

ing to the talk of prisoners, which may 
, or may not be correct, at least, five and 

probably more, enemy divisions were 
withdrawn from the fighting in an ex-

• hoisted condition.
There have been only a few real e-| 

velopments on the British front in he 
[past few hours. The Australians have 
I cleared the enemy from Cateaux Wood, 
I just south of Bray, straightening their 
-line at the river and eliminating an 
Ienemy strong point. Southeast of Bois-| 
*leaux-St. Mar, south of Arras, the Ger-: 
I mans attempted a raid on the Allies’ i 
I positions Four managed to get in and i 
a one was killed and the others were ! 

wounded.
• Huns Lay Man Traps.
IThe Germans have not desisted from 
I the practice of leaving man traps in the I 
|territory from which they have been 
| chased. The body of a British officer 
[ found in Aveluy Wood had a German | 
Igrenade attached to the wrist In such a 
I manner that it would have exploded had 
I the body been moved Incautiously.
[In addition to a continuous harass- 
IIng fire from the artillery, the Germans 
r are suffering at the hands of the British 1 

air force. Tons of bombs are being
Idropped on them day and night and! 
[ transports in towns and villages behind

the line have been hit. Bridges across 
the Somme at Peronne and elsewhere 
have been bombed heavily.

Prisoners captured are unanimous con­
cerning the effectiveness of the low- 
flying British airplanes. They say the 
airmen have caused tremendous material 
losses and frequently have blocked roads 
completely by direct hits. They also 
have done heavy execution by pouring 
streams of machine gun bullets into en­
emy masses at close range.

Steel Monsters Busy.
All the prisoners mention the work of 

the tanks and seem to have stamped 
on their minds visions of steel mon­
sters spitting death. One German com-

• so
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Advertiser Illustrations. PRINCE ARTHUR OF CONNAUGHT. QUIET ON NEW BATTLEFRONT

FROM GURY TO THIESCOURT
With the French Army in France, Wednesday, Aug. 14.—Along 

the new battlefront, from Gury to Thiescourt Wood, the struggle 
came to a standstill today. In addition to the St. Claude and 
Ecouvillon fa .ns, we hold ground to the north of Belval village 
and a footing in Plessier-de-Roye Park. The battle, therefore, has 
reached a natural conclusion and the danger of a counter-attack 
from Thiescourt Massif lias been removed.

It is unknown whether the battle will be renewed or not, but 
if it is, it will be a new operation with stronger material and 
greater man-power on both sides.

TO COVER EXPENSES
OF THIRD MARRIAGE PRINCE ARTHUR PRAISES HOSPITAL 

WORK IN CANADA, Ï. M. C. A, AND
ROOSEVELT REGRETS 

HE CANNOT FIGHT
BESIDE HIS SONS

pany commander concluded his remarks 
about the tanks by saying: “They are 
magnificent weapons and I can't under­
stand why we have none to speak of."

A German aviator shot down within 
the British lines declared he was posi­
tive that the German aerial losses in 
recent weeks had been much greater 
than is admitted officially. He said he 
knew of one instance where five Ger­
mans, two-seaters, crashed to earth well 
inside the Germans lines, but, he added, 
there was no mention of them in official 
reports.

St. Thomas Man Convicted of 
Theft To Be Tried On 

Bigamy Charge. GALLANTRY OF MEN AT THE FRONT Paris, Aug. 15.—Col. Roose­
velt’s answer to condolences ex­
tended by President Poincare on 
the death of Lieut. Quentin 
Roosevelt, is published by the 
newspapers.

“My only regret,” the colonel 
wrote, “is that I am unable to 
fight beside my sons.”

Met at Depot On Arrival Here by Brigadier-General L. W. 
Shannon, C. M. G., and Staff, and Taken to Luncheon 
at Wolseley Barracks—L auds Work of Women.

[Special to The Advertiser.]
St. Thomas, Aug. 15.—To have mar­

ried twice and finally to steal a watch 
and diamond ring in order to clear ex­
penses for the third event is the ex- 

j perience of George F. Spencer, a local 
|man, charged today with the theft of 
: a gold watch, and who was also this 
morning found giulty of stealing a dia- 

i mond ring. He was also committed for

U. 8. TO HAVE THREE
MILLION IN FRANCE 
EARLY NEXT SUMMER

FRENCH HAMMERING HUNS.
Paris, Aug. 15.—Both sides are gathering strength for a re­

sumption of heavy fighting. That, however, does not prevent tho 
French from hammering away at the Lassigny-Noyon line and 
doggedly struggling onward through gas-choked woods.

Gen. Humbert’s men have carried Ribecourt, which barred the 
road running toward Noyon, between Thiescourt Ridge and the 
Oise, and protected the Germans in Ourscamp Forest, east of the 
river. It is a success that both endangers the Thiescourt Ridge and 
Ourscamp.

-
ALLIES HAVE TAKENWearing the uniform of the famous have earned in his old trade before he 

Scots Greys, in which regiment he enlisted. I simply do not know whatenlisted. I simply do not know what
holds the rank of major, His Royal 
Highness Prince Arthur of Connaught 
arrived in London in the royal special 
train on the Canadian Pacific Railway 
at 1:10 p.m. today. Prince Arthur was 

Ireceived at the station by Brig.-Gen- 
eral L. W. Shannon, C.M.G., officer 
Icommanding this military district, and 
his military staff.

The guard of honor was provided by 
the 1st Depot Battalion, Western On­
tario Regiment, in charge of Major 
Gidley, M.C., and the 1st Battalion, 
Canadian Garrison Regiment band, 
was in attendance. After inspecting 
the guard of honor, the royal Visitor 
was conveyed to Wolseley Barracks 
along with his staff, where he was 
entertained to luncheon by the local 
headquarters staff. The route followed 
by the party was south on Richmond 
street to Victoria Park, through the 
park to Wellington street, turning east 
on Queen’s avenue to Adelaide street, 
and along Adelaide street to Wolseley 
Barracks.

Inspected Troops.
Immediately after luncheon, his royal 

highness inspected the troops in train- 
.Ing at Carling Heights, along with mem­
bers of the Great War Veterans’ Asso- 

ciation, the latter party being drawn 
up on the right. The headquarters staff 
from Wolseley Barracks was also pres­
ent at this inspection. Massed bands 
paraded in the rear, the troops being 
lined up on one single front.

Speaking to local newspaper reporters 
upon the arrival of his train here today, 
Prince Arthur said: “I am particularly 
impressed with the hospital work which 
has been done in Canada. While I was 
in Toronto I saw the technical train­
ing of soldiers to fit them to take their 
places once more in civil life. I am 
delighted with this, as it means that 
they are going to be fitted for useful 
employment.

“In Winnipeg I was introduced to a 
man who is actually earning more 
money in a new trade than he would-----------T---------:-------

we should have done without the women 
during the war. In England they used 
to call them the Waacs, but now they 
call them the Quacks.” he said with a 
smile.

73,000 PRISONERS
ANO 1,700 GUNS IN 

FOUR WEEKS’ DRIVE
trial on a charge of bigamy. On the first 

I charge, that of stealing a diamond ring 
I valued at $75, Spencer was sentenced 

to not less than one year nor more

Praises Y. M. C. A.
"The Y. M. C. A. work at the front 

has been very wonderful. You find a 
Y. M. C. A. hut open within 24 hours 
of the occupation of any point, where 
hot drinks are served to the tired sol­
diers and wounded. I served for 18 
months with the 4th Division of the 
Canadian army on the headquarters 
staff, and there is no more formidable

Continued on Page Three.

All Men Called Under 18 to 45 
Year Old Draft To Be

than two years less one day in the On­
tario reformatory. On the other two 
charges, after evidence had been heard, 
he was committed for trial. Evidence 
adduced today shows that Spencer, on 
June 14, met Miss Ethel Godfrey, and 
on July 15, married her in St. Thomas.

A few days before the marriage, 
Spencer went to E. H. Flach, jeweler, 
and exchanged a $50 watch for a wed- 
ding ring. At the same time he 
pawned a diamond ring belonging to 
his landlady, Mrs. Bennett, and ob­
tained money to get married. Four days 
after the third marriage he was ar­
rested in a charge of the theft of the 
diamond ring, and since then other 
charges have been laid. According to 
marriage certificates found, his first 
wife’s maiden name was Miss Char­
lotte Berry, who was married to 
Spencer a few years ago in the States. 
His second wife is Miss Corinne Eddy. 
She visited accused here in St. Thomas 
as his wife, and later left for Buffalo. 
The marriage certificates of all three 
were found.

THE WEATHER
LOCAL TEMPERATURES.

Following were the highest and lowest 
temperatures recorded In London during 
the 24 hours previous to 8 o’clock last 
night: Highest. 88; lowest, 67.

The official temperatures for the 12 
hours previous to 8 a.m. today were: 
Highest, 69; lowest, 49.

TOMORROW—FINE AND COOL.
Toronto, Aug. 15—8 a.m. 

Forecasts.
Light to moderate winds; fine today 

and on Friday, with about the same 
temperature.

Overseas.
HUN RAID AGAINST THE BRITISH

IN CHAMPAGNE IS REPULSED
London, Aug. 15.—The violent artillery duel between the 

Avre and the Oise continued during last night, according to the 
statement from the war office today. A German raid in Cham­
pagne failed. The statement reads:

“The night was marked by the rather intense activity of the 
artillery between the Avre and the Oise.

“An enemy raid in Champagne against the Marquis sector 
was without result.”

Great Success For Entente 
Armies Since Beginning 

of the War.
Washington, D. C., Aug. 15.—In re­

porting the administration man power 
bill extending draft ages today. Chair- 
man Chamberlain disclosed to the Sen­
ate that Gen. March, chief of staff, had 
told the military committee it was up 
to the United States to put enough men 
in France to win the war on the west 
front. The report revealed that the 
new American war program calls for 
SO divisions, or something over three 
million men. In France by June 30 next 
year, with 18 more divisions in training 
at home then.

All of tho men called for active ser­
vice under the proposed new draft ages 
—18 to 45—Gen. March told the commit­
tee. would be in France by next June, 
according to tho program.

Secretary of War Baker Informed the 
committee, the report said, that the 
president’s policy called for concentra­
tion of American forces on the western 
front, including Italy, and that "the 
theory of the fighting in the future is: 
that we must force the issue and win on 
the western front."

Immediate extension of the draft ages 
was declared by the army representa­
tives to be imperative in order that 
the United States may throw its full

. strength in the struggle.

CLAIMS GIRL AND 
$300 DISAPPEARED Paris, Aug. 15.—Just four weeks ago 

today the residents of Paris were 
awakened by the sounds of such a can­
nonade as they never had heard before. 
It was Gen. Mangin’s “counter prepara­
tion” against the great German attack, 
which the enemy believed was to bring 
him to the gates of Paris.

In phrases tempered with joy, the 
morning newspapers outline the great 
change that one short month has

[Special to The Advertiser.]
Kingston, Aug. 15.—Maik Paroskiwa 

of Hamilton complained to the police 
this morning that his fiance, Pauline 
Caucil, whom he was to have wedded 
here today, had skipped out with $300 
of his money. The couple arrived here 
yesterday afternoon and took rooms at 
a King street boarding-house. Paros- 
kiwa went out to make preparations for 
the ceremony, and when he returned he 
found Pauline and his $300 missing. 
Pauline left her photographs behind, 
and that may help some.

RELEASED FOR CONTEMPT.
Toronto, Aug. 15.—An order was 

granted by Chief Justice Falcon- 
bridge for the release from Goderich 
jail of Richard Kruse, confined for 
alleged conte npt of court in not re­
moving certa n buildings in the village 
of Egmondville. He is to apologize to 
the court satisfactorily to the plaintiff 
in the action of Jones vs. Tuckersmith.

■ Temperatures.J The following were the highest and 
F lowest temperatures during ' 
‘previous to 8 a.m. today:

Stations. High. Low.
Victoria ...................60 52
Calgary ...................76 40
Winnipeg .............. 78 52
Port Arthur.............78 50
Parry Sound............ 76 58
Port Stanley............84 48

, Buffalo ....................78 60
Toronto ...................82 58

Kingston ..........80 56Ot ta wa ................ 78 52
Montreal .... 82 56Quebe......... 78 50Father Point. ... 66 50
X Weather Notes.showers and thunderstorms have oc- red in the Maritime Provinces, and me light showers in Alberta. Other- wise very fine weather has prevailed 
■ generally.

the 24 hours

Weather. 
Cloudy 
Cloudy 
Fair 
Clear 
Clear 
Clear 
Clear 
Clear 
Clear 
Clear 
Clear 
Clear 
Clear

PARIS, Aug. 14.—The town of Ribecourt on the road leading 
to Noyon and 612 miles southwest of that town, has been cap­
tured by the French, according to the official statement issued, 
tonight.

The text follows:
“During the day our troops, continuing their progress be­

tween the Matz and the Oise took, Ribecourt.
“East of Belval our infantry elements having discovered 

preparations for a German counter-attack, succeeded in taking as 
prisoners seven officers, of whom two were battalion commanders, 
and a certain number of soldiers.

RECORD SHIPMENTS 
OF ANTHRACITE COAL

brought. The enemy, who was at the 
gates of Amiens, Rheims and Com-j 
peigne, has been soundly beaten and 
out-generalled at every point, and ini­
tiative has been wrung from him by the 
military genius of Marshal Foch. The 
German command, it is said, has trans­
ferred the direction of operations to 
Gen. von Boehn, a specialist in re­
treats.

Allied troops have captured 73,000 
prisoners and more than 1,700 guns., 
This is a greater number than the Al-! 
lies have taken in four weeks since the i 
beginning of the war. I

Philadelphia, Aug. 15.—Shipments of 
anthracite in July attained a high 
record with two exceptions—last March 
and last October—and were the two 
largest ever reported in any one month.

For the first four months of the cur­
rent coal year the shipments have 
amounted to 27,208,073 tons, compared 
with 26,283.113 tons for the correspond­
ing period in 1917.__ ________.tate aobareusu.
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